


The Newman Centre Community, a Catholic Chris-
tian community, is especially characterized by its
warmth. It provides a welcoming environment in
continuity with the joyous spirit of the first Chris-
tian community described in the Acts of the Apos-
tles. It is widely acknowledged as an enriching
oasis for those seeking a significant spiritual life. It
is renowned for its informed social conscience. Its
pastoral team of clergy, staff, students, and volun-
teers ministers harmoniously together. They enable
worshippers in the celebration of enlightening and
relevant liturgies. They engage the community
members in popular outreach and educationa pro-
grams.

NEW TO THE COMMUNITY?
Each Sunday, following the 11 AM and 7 PM
Mass, a member of the Pastoral Advisory Council
will be on hand in the Cardinal Newman Room to
welcome and assist any new members.
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Discussion, Prayer and Fellowship Groups
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The Shepherd and the Sheep
By Fr. Bob Williams

Jesus said: “ My sheep hear my voice. | know
them, and they follow me. | give them eternal
life, and they will not perish. No one will snatch
them out of my hand. What my father has given
me is greater than all else, and no one can
snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father
and | areone.”

John 10:27-30

For a proper understanding of these brief verses
a certain amount of background information on
two key topicsis necessary: the relationship of a
Jewish Father and son, and a proper understand-
ing about sheep and shepherds.

Through brought up from birth exclusively by
the women, a Jewish boy at the age of puberty
quickly enters into the hierarchical and some-
time harsh world of the men. Here, under the
tutelage of his father, he learns obedience and
manliness, generally by being taught to stoically
endure physical punishment. At this age, one
might say, the boy becomes a man.

John the evangelist portrays the relationship of
Jesus and his heavenly Father in terms of an
authentic and perfect Jewish relationship be-
tween Father and son. The heavenly Father
loves Jesus (3:5), and Jesus knows his Father
intimately (8:55, 10:15). Jesus was taught by his
Father (8:22) and does the will of the Father
(4:34, 6:38). Uniqudly in John's gospel, Jesus
has received a command from his Father that
concerns his death and resurrection: “l have
power to lay [my life] down, and to take it up
again. | have received this command from my
Father” (10:18). Jesus obeys this command un-
guestioningly, perfectly and stoically.

How are Jesus and the Father “one’? In power
and activity, a perfectly intelligible conclusion
that can be logically drawn from the idea rela-
tionship they share as Father and Son from the
cultural perspective of the area and of the time.
Jesus does what the Father empowers him to do.
Jesus can do what the Father does: safeguard the
sheep of the flock.

Holy Scripture is full of image of the sheep and

the shepherd. The climax of Israel’s story, the
Exodus event, could hardly be told without ref-
erence to the “lamb with blemish.” A lamb is
the sign of the consummation of biblical timein
John® apocalypse. So from the beginning of the
biblical story to its conclusion, the lamb is a
pivotal symbol. Between these two reference
points are severa allusions to sheep and the na-
tion of Israel, especialy with regard to the
unique relationship between God and God®
people.

The gospel according to John continues this
imagery in several ways. To say that thereis a
good shepherd assumes that other shepherds
exists, but more on that later. The rub for usis
this: if Jesus is pictured as the Good Shepherd,
then we must be considered as sheep, a fairly
distasteful assumption for some of us. If we are
compared to sheep, then we might feel that the
comparison is less than flattering. Most images
of sheep, outside children® nursery rhymes, are
not overly positive.

We might resent the comparison because it con-

tains a certain grain of truth. Left to their own
devices, sheep wander from the flock by grazing
away from the rest of the flock. Whether they
panic or not is a matter of conjecture. No




vindictive plan to escape responsibility seems
present, they merely wander from the flock, dis-
tracted by their self-absorbed grazing.

The sheep is a very vulnerable animal. It has ho

weapons to defend itself. The two essential ele-
ments of shepherding are, of course, the role of
the shepherd and that of the sheep. A shepherd
was no casual worker or, even usualy, a hired
man. He owned the sheep, each one of them.
Seldom, except for religious sacrifice, was a
sheep slaughtered. Their amost exclusive func-
tion was to grow the wool with which people
were covered. The shepherd depended on the
sheep for his livelihood; he could not look to
welfare or any kind of insurance if his flock
cameto grief.

Judea was not primarily a farming country. It
was grazing land and the grazing land was
sparse. There were no fences to speak of. Here
and there, there were stone walls to enclose
many flocks at atime, but out in the far country
there were less solid enclosures where the shep-
herd had to sleep lying across the entrance to
protect the sheep in the corrd; in effect being a
gate to the sheepfold.

The central plain of Judea was a steep plateau
extending something like fifty kilometers north
and south. Over the edges were steep ravines,
over which the wandering sheep could be lost or
killed. There were marauding animals, especially
wolves. King David told Saul how once he had
even killed alion. It was no idle remark that Je-
sus made about the good shepherd giving hislife
for his flock. He might easily have to fight for
his life against a ferocious wild beast with only
hisrod or staff for protection.

A shepherd would have to know where pasture
could be found; which meant that he had to have

a good knowledge of the surrounding country.
He had no dog to keep the sheep in line. He
would generally walk ahead and the sheep would
follow. If he saw one of the flock wandering off,
he would use his incredible marksmanship to
dling a stone in its path to warn it to get back
with the rest.

Each shepherd had a distinctive wordless chant

which al in the flock would instantly recognize.
Travelers to the Mid-East tell us how a shepherd
would give forth with this seemingly meaning-
less sing-song strain at the entrance of a com-
mon corral and at his voice al his sheep and
only hiswould come out to be led to pasture. He
knew his sheep and often called each one by
name, and they knew him. They knew he would
find food for them and protect them from trou-
ble.

Most of us, like sheep, left to our own devices
are neither really good or really bad. We simply
forget what is often in our own best interest. We
can become distracted with so many things and
become lost to God® ability alone to provide for
us. We need what scripture calls shepherding.
The concept of being likened to sheep may not
be flattering, but it is accurate.

When John tells us that Jesus is the gate of the
sheepfold or that the sheep know his voice, John
is suggesting that Jesus is the one who loves the
sheep beyond any hireling® capacity. If and
when this realization breaks through, then the
sheep have been given the gift of abundant life.
As aluded to earlier, John suggests that there
will be competing voices caling for the sheep®
alegiance, but Jesus@roice is the authentic voice
of the Good Shepherd.

Our application for ourselves is simple. Jesus
sees his followers as persons in need of help in




order to be saved. If we consider the importance
of the shepherd to the sheep and that Jesusisthe
Supreme Shepherd. He knows us. He knows us
intimately, persondly, individualy, and is
closer to us than we are to ourselves. He leads
us safely, sometimes through sparse feeding
grounds, but eventually, to the green pasture of
eterna life. He is doubly concerned for us when
we are in need or in trouble. He leaves the
ninety-nine and comes after usif we stray away.
If we are not strong enough to walk alongside of
Him, He carries us on His shoulders. He has
given His life for us. He nourishes us with His
very body and blood. However attractive other
leaders and other pastures may look, He is the
only genuine way and truth and life.

We needn®dwell on the many false shepherds
who would lead us astray. We read about them
on the printed page, and hear about them
through the media. Some are transparently sinis-
ter, but even these find ready followers to lead
to destruction along the rosy paths they indicate.
Some are smoothly plausible.

The spirit of the world about us acts as a shep-
herd, to herd us together in pursuit of an ever-
elusive happiness, with al its dlures and dan-
gers, but really going nowhere. We are solicited
on all sidesto buy this and that, to wear this and
that kind of apparel, to eat this kind of food, to
drink this kind of beverage, and the list goes on
and on. The overwhelming pressure is to be like
everyone else, while at the same time attempt-
ing to accomplish the impossible feat of "doing
my own thing."

But being a Christian means being a pilgrim, a

wayfarer, who is on the road to the fullness of
life; we travel, not aone, but guided by Jesus,
While no one can ever know what lies ahead in
life®journey, we can be certain that Jesus leads
us each step of the way, comforting us in sor-
row, encouraging us in weakness and picking us
up when we fall. We know too that this journey
ends, not in death, but in a fuller life than we
have ever imagined.




We would like to congratulate and welcome into our Catholic Community those Baptized,
Confirmed or Received into the Church at Easter; please remember them in your prayers.

Carolyn Foster Lynn Harvey

Robert Mason Danielle Potter

Stacy Allison Carol Bishop
Anthony Holmes Scott Ruddick
Desiree Mathias Marjorie Swarthout

Jordan Miliucci

Plans are progressing nicely in anticipation for the Outreach
Volunteer Celebration that will take place on May 7. The
organizing committee, comprised of fellow outreach
volunteers, is working hard to ensure a special evening!

Please remember to RSV P by Wednesday, April 28".

Invitations were sent out last week by email, but it is possible that some outreach
volunteers have accidentally not received their invitations. If you have been volunteering
in one of the outreach ministriesthis past year and did not receive aformal invitation to
the celebration, kindly email outreach@newmantoronto.com.

June 19th, 2004 - Metro Toronto Convention Centre
8:30am - 4:30 pm

Lay Groups and Lay Group members are invited to celebrate their unity
within the Archdiocese of Toronto.

Tickets and information can be found at www.archtoronto.org/cls or 416-769-2741




Newman Chapel Heating and Cooling Fund

Final Report

Income

Heating System Contingency Fund (pre-collections)

September 2003 Collection
October 2003 Collection
November 2003 Collection
Matching Funds Contribution for

Sept., Oct. & Nov. Collections by Anonymous Donor

December 2003 Collection
January 2004 Collection
February 2004 Collection
March 2004 Collection
Newman Centre Contribution*

Total Income

Expense

HVAC System Installation - MDF Mechanical Ltd.

Mechanical and Electrical Design Costs

LKM Engineering Consultants
Consultant Costs
LKM Engineering Consultants/Bell Combustion
Fundraising Costs (Custom Envelope Production)
Clean-up & Miscellaneous

Total Expense

* Contributed by Newman Centre to close the fundraising initiative for the

heating/cooling system.
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40,000.00
3,288.34
5,173.35

6,618.31
15,486.00

12,527.91
2,488.52
1,884.73
1,951.64

276.01

89,694.81

81,820.76
4,815.00
1,740.55

497.28
821.22

89,694.81




In thisweek’ s bulletin you will find the financial report detailing our recent fundraising
efforts for the new Heating and Cooling System. It amazes me that we managed to
raise the funds for this special project in only seven collections! | thought it might take
up to two years to accomplish! Y our support of thisinitiative is greatly appreciated
and | wish to thank al who contributed, no matter the amount. | know many people
have commented on the fine heating system we now have in the chapel and | think we
all look forward to experiencing the cooling system during the summer months.

In particular, | wish to thank Patrick Douglas, our Chaplaincy Coordinator and Busi-
ness Manager for the professiona way in which he organized, supervised, and man-
aged this special project, as well as two persons who generously matched the first three
collections.

| wish to invite all members of our community into the Newman Centre Oak Room for
cake and refreshments following Sunday Mass, April 25th, to celebrate the completion
of our project and as a gesture of appreciation for your support and assistance.

| wish to also congratulate, once again, the members of our community newly wel-
comed into the Catholic faith at the Easter Vigil, and those Confirmed at Easter; their
names appear in this bulletin. | wish to thank the RCIA Team, the members of the
chair, the Liturgy Committee (including those who decorated the chapel), and all our
liturgical ministers. A special thanksto Fergal Nolan, for training the lectors in what
became a memorabl e proclamation of the scriptures at the Easter Vigil.

On Sunday, May 2nd, | invite you to join me in welcoming the “ Spirit Movers’, from
the L’Arche community, who will join us for the 11:00 am. Mass; they are always a
joy to behold!

Now accepting applications for the
STUDENT CAMPUSMINISTRY TEAM
for the Fall/Winter (Sept 04 — Apr ' 05) 2004/05 term. For more information

please see our website at www.newmantor onto.com.
Deadline for Fall/Winter term applications: June 30, 2004.




ECUMENICAL PRAYER WITH THE SONGS OF TAIZE

Taize services will be held at the Newman Centre Chapel on Friday
May 14" at 7:30 PM

Spiritual Retreat
The Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto are offering for single women ages 18-35 a retreat weekend. Come and
reflect on prayer, mercy, compassion and thanksgiving either April 30 - May 2 or May 28th - 30, 2004.
Transportation to our summer home on Lake Simcoe will be provided. Fro more information call Sr. Pat
Boucher at 416-250-3124

Notorious Newman!
The Newman Centre Holy Week Liturgies were featured recently on the CBC and also highlighted on the
official archdiocesian website. Check it out at: http://www.archtoronto.org/news/index.htm

Apostleship of Prayer:

What aretheselittle prayer sheetswe get at the start of each month?
The Apostleship of Prayer isresponsible for communicating the monthly intentions for which the Pope of-
fers his prayers and sacrifices, together with many Catholics around the world. Each month thereis a gen-

eral intention, for some need of the Church or the world, and another intention which is specifically mission-
ary. The Apostleship began in the 1840s, and it has been entrusted by the Holy See to the Society of Jesus.
Today it has about 40 million members worldwide. The patron of the Apostleship isthe great Jesuit mis-
sionary, St Francis Xavier. But recently, the Vatican approved a second patron - St Thérése of Lisieux. At
one poaint, she expressed her desire, which is very much that of the Apostleship - "to be adaughter of the
Church and pray for the intentions of the Holy Father, knowing that his intentions embrace the universe.”

Newman Social Justice
Thank you to everyone who has made this year such a sucess for NSJ - we have increased in numbers, ac-
tions and diversity! With the exception of occasional emails about non-NSJ events, all activities will cease
for the summer and resume in the fall, with a new Coordinator taking over. A special thanks to our group
leaders, Ben, Ann, Monique, Tanya, Theresa and Peter, and to Fr. Pat O®ea, who has always been a support
and advocate of this work. It has been a privilege and blessing to have been part of NSJ, and let us
all remember: another world IS possible!

Cycling for Children
Christian Child Care International, a Catholic charity that supports community initiativesin the developing
world through the sponsorship of children and elderly in need, is hosting a fundraising Bicycle Tour taking
place in the Maritimes on July 19 —22nd. They are hoping to attract 20 cyclists by the end of May. For more
information visit their website at: http://www.ccare.ca/

World Youth Day 2005
Registration for the Archdiocese of Toronto®World Y outh Day 2005 Pilgrimage is

now open. The package options and frequently asked questions can all be found on the
Office of Catholic Youth’s website at: www.ocytoronto.org. Remember, registration is
limited to 370 spaces and initial deposits of $400 per pilgrim are due by May 14/04 or

until space is booked. Please contact Patrick Zdunich at

patrick@advancedsubsonics.com if you are interested in

joining our Newman group to attend WY D 2005.




April 25th, 11 AM Mass

Sacristan: Jacqueline Myers

Servers. Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Min.
Hospitality: Doug Valentine, AnyaVieira, Marisa
D@ lessandro, Student Campus Minister x2
Lectors: Joan Gregson, John Kennedy,

Bernard Kingvisser

Eucharistic Ministers: Richard d@&njou, Margaret
Dougherty, Leona Fernandes, Edward Filippozzi,
May Haden-Pawlowski

April 25th, 7 PM Mass

Sacristan: Lanny Hui

Servers: Ren Rejante, Stephan Nieweler
Hospitality: Serge Paquet, Tina Avolio, Yumi Hur,
Student Campus Minister x2

Lectors: Leanne Salel, Giovanna Sirianni
Eucharistic Ministers: Vivian Kwok,

Allan MacDonald, Yvonne Mullan, Chris Plommer,
Priya Andrade

May 2nd, 11 AM Mass

Sacristan: Catherine Duff

Servers. Jordan Miliucci, Stephan Miliucci
Hogpitality: Tara MacKenzie, Larry Carriere,
Marietta Carriere, Student Campus Minister x2
Lectors: Jeanne Maillard, Carmela Miliucci,

John Miliucci

Eucharistic Ministers: Joan Gregson, Louise
Grummitt, Paul Nolan, Anna Hecold, John Kennedy

May 2nd, 7 PM Mass

Sacristan: Vivian Kwok

Servers: Sheila Dabu, Student Campus Min.
Hospitality: Anton de Ruiter, Ana Laura Munoz,
Algjandro Silva Salis, Student Campus Minister x2
Lectors: Priya Andrade, John Cuddihy

Eucharistic Ministers: Sehne Connell, Sheila Dabu,
Kim Gottfried, Sarah Hamilton,

Andrij Harasymowycz

Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator @newmantoronto.com
See http://www.newmantoronto.convlitminsked.htm for future schedules

I nterested in Joining the Morning Choir?
The Morning Choir welcomes singers, pianists, or persons with other musical talents. For more
information, please contact Ron Cheung at rkmmcheung@idirect.com

Please remember the following persons from our community who
shall be married in their home dioceses during the coming year.
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Allana Harkin & Michael Lagimodiere (married summer 2003)

Thefollowing couples have requested the Sacrament of Marriage
in theyear 2004; please remember them in your prayers:

JulieL’Heureux & Patrick Zdunich - 22 May
Stacy Allison & Brendan Cassin — 28 May
Mary Anne Aarts& Matusz Zurowski - 11 June
Carmen Young & John Bifolchi —12 June
Natalia Pascali & Mark Wadden — 19 June
Joanna Szymandera & Edgar Tam - 19 June
Shawna Botelho & David Dupont - 26 June
Linda Chan & Alberto Da Anunciacao — 26 June
Janice Chan & Anton de Ruiter — 10 July
Ana Miranda & John Atkinson — 17 July
Lally Rementilla & Derek Muradali — 24 July
Kathy Borst & Wayne M ealing - 24 July
Joanna DeBosz & Michael Fielden —21 August
Heather Hargreaves & Steven Fernandez — 28 August
Nicole Januszezak & James Siddon — 11 September
Natalie Ellis & Bipin Manual - 18 September
Ann Kosinski & Michael Dowbenka — 18 September
Shelagh McKeown & David Durno — 18 September
Sarah Tremblay & Thomas Hamza — 25 September
Carey Gardner & Brian Dunn —2 October or 6 November
Marija Komljanec & William Anthony Berlier — 16 October
Jennifer Jimenez & Tony Holmes - 23 October
LisaFord & Leigh White—23 October




