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I am sometimes called to hospitals in the middle of 
the night. It is something I respond to with great 
haste and humility though I am never sure what 
will await me. No matter the situation, it is always 
a profound privilege and blessing to meet people 
in times of need. They are a gift to me as well.  

A few weeks ago I arrived to baptize a new-
born child at risk of dying. His mother, weak from 
the delivery, and still in her bed, asked that her 
bed be wheeled directly into the intensive care unit 
so she could be close to her newborn son and pre-
sent for his baptism. Once her bed was positioned 
closer to his incubator, she sat up and reached into 
the incubator and took his hand in hers as we 
prayed and celebrated his baptism. I was struck by 
the peace and serenity on her face as she tenderly 
looked into his eyes and studied his every move. 
The nurses also paused and joined in prayer for 
this tiny child, only one hour old and yet already 
making a difference in the world. He had managed 
to touch our hearts and to challenge our faith. His 
mother seemed to be pondering not only her new 
child but the meaning of her own life now that he 
had entered it.  

A newborn child is always something to be-
hold, a marvel of creation, a miracle, an experi-
ence to treasure and a great mystery. This mystery 
often draws us closer to God as we contemplate 
the meaning of our lives as well. Each life is in-
deed a miracle and demands to be pondered in the 
context of our relationship with God and one an-
other.  

As we come to another celebration of Christ-
mas, we are once again challenged by the birth of  
a Child at Bethlehem. The miracle of God entering 
the world as a child is not inseparable from who 
we are and why we have been created as well. In 
this mystery of love, we find we are definitely 
linked together with Christ in God's divine plan 
and purpose for the world that began on that first 
Christmas night. 

Christmas is here again and many come to 

hear the Good News. Not long ago, I recall hear-
ing a story about how much Pope John Paul II 
particularly loved celebrating Christmas Mass. As 
a young priest and bishop in Poland, during times 
the local church was being persecuted, he would 
sometimes even preach outside the cathedral in the 
open air, in part to ensure the message of Christ-
mas was proclaimed boldly. He encouraged the 
people to never stop pondering the meaning of 
their lives within the context of the Child-Jesus at 
Bethlehem. One particular homily offered the fol-
lowing thoughts with respect to how we might 
approach the meaning of Christmas:  

“Like those who came first, we come to con-
template and to bow down and acknowledge God 
in the mystery of the Incarnation; and when we 
come we find ourselves. Contemporary people in 
this last quarter of the twentieth century, whose 
human dignity has been ignored and infringed in 
so many ways, come to Christ's stable in Bethle-
hem to ask who they are and what they are in the 
world, bringing with them their existential anxiety. 
And when they come to Bethlehem, like each of us 
they find the reply in the manger on the straw. "I 
have given them power to become children of 
God." This small, weak infant, who was born and 
forced to stay outside the town in a stable, has 
given this power and he still gives it to us who live 
in the twentieth century and whose dignity and 
essence have been so compromised that we no 
longer really understand that we were made in the 
image and likeness of God. However, this truth 
alone gives mystery to our human existence, and 
only in this truth do we find the answer to the 
question of who we are and why we are alive.” 
(Fr. Karol Wojtyla, Wawel Cathedral, 25 Decem-
ber 1976). 

As we celebrate this wonderful season of 
Christmas, may it inspire your faith, provide you 
hope, and bring you closer to God.  I offer particu-
lar thanks to all who helped us prepare our chapel 
and liturgies for the Christmas celebrations. Let us 
remember to keep one another in prayer. — Fr. Pat 
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In January, the Newman Centre will begin the installation of a new sound system for the chapel. 
This will include replacing old wiring and floor plugs, and providing new speakers, microphones, 
a mixer, amplifiers, an updated wireless microphone, altar microphone, and a basic monitoring 
system for the choir, pianist, lector, and celebrant. This was recently approved by both the Pastoral 
Advisory and Finance Councils, with the provision of raising funds through a second collection 
once a month.  

The estimated cost of the project, to include materials, installation and labour is $35,000. The 
Newman community welcomes any special donations to help with this project, and tax receipts are 
available. We welcome your support, no matter the amount, and we hope you will enjoy the fruits 
of your investment for many years to come.  
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This program aims to connect students considering a particular career path with a member of the 
Newman community already working in that career. It provides the opportunity for a student to 
ask questions and has been successful over the years. The mentor and student are free to determine 
the numbers of times they might wish to meet. We will launch a new phase of the program in 
January 2006. In the meantime, students wishing to have a mentor, and parishioners wishing to be 
a mentor for a student are asked to contact Peter Bagnall, at: bagnallp@gmail.com. 

Forms are available at the Newman Centre office for signing up following Sunday Mass. 
Matching will take place in mid-January. The program will be launched with a pizza social for 
both mentors and students on Wednesday, January 30, 2008, at 6 p.m. at the Newman Centre.  
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                              January 16, 2008 — 6 PM — Newman Centre Oak Room 
Given the growing number of parents with young children of various ages, from infancy to school 
age, all parents are invited to a special meeting to discuss the needs of children and to explore 
some new initiatives for parents of infants and those whose children are involved in the Sunday 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word. Your input is welcome. The meeting will be held on Thursday, 
January 16th, in the Oak Room, at 6:00 p.m.  It was felt an early meeting would be appropriate. 
For more information, contact Libby Groff, parents’ rep on the Parish Council, at:  
brown9829@rogers.com, or Elisabeth Duggan, Campus Minister, at:  elisduggan@hotmail.com. 
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          “Beautiful In His Sight:  Exploring Our Identity Through Women in the Bible” 
                                    Retreat Weekend:  January 25—27, 2008 
                          To Be Held at:  Scarborough Foreign Mission, Scarborough 
To register, or for more information, email Jenny Hwang at: hwang.jenny@gmail.com. This re-
treat is partially subsidized by the Newman Centre; other sponsors are welcome to assist by con-
tacting Maggie Graham at 647-208-4400 or maggie.graham.nd@gmail.com. 
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As an extension of the Sunday liturgy, parish volunteers bring the Eucharist to Catholic patients at 
Mount Sinai and Princess Margaret hospitals as Lay Pastoral Vistors to the Sick and Dying. Each 
year the Newman Centre offers a one-day training session for new volunteers. The next training 
session will be held on Saturday January 19, 2008 (9am to approximately 5pm).  If you would like 
to join this ministry, or for more information, please visit our website: 
http://www.newmantoronto.com/lay.htm.  To sign up as a potential volunteer, contact Peter Baltu-
tis at outreach@newmantoronto.com.  

On behalf of the Outreach Ministries, we wish to thank everyone who made a donation to our 
2007 Advent “Flame” Program--our collection bins are overflowing with clothing and other items.  
If you still need to drop off your items,  we will be collecting until early January 2008. 
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Fr. Pat commissioned a special 2008 Newman calendar designed by Peter Bagnall of the Campus 
Ministry Team for the parish. Peter enjoys photography and captured on camera the spirit of many 
events at Newman.. Joan Latchford, a long-time parishioner, also contributed the cover photo im-
age. A special thanks to Patrick Douglas, of our staff,  who helped to edit and Xerox the calendar.  
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The 2008 Offertory Envelopes are ready for pick up in the Cardinal Newman Room after all 
Masses. Extra envelopes are available for those wishing to start using envelopes. Using offertory 
envelopes ensures you receive an Income Tax Receipt. Please put your name and address on the 
first few envelopes of the new year. This helps us to update any needed changes to the parish list-
ing. 

Pre-Authorized giving is also another option we offer here at Newman. No more forgetting 
your envelope at home! Your donation will automatically be debited from your chequing account 
once a month. Details on how to do this are explained in the green brochure located with the 2008 
Envelopes in the Cardinal Newman Room. Please do not use old envelopes in the new year – your 
number may have been changed and you would not be credited your donation.  
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Wednesday, January 23rd, 7:30 p.m. 

Newman Centre Chapel 
A lecture by Rev. Dr. Dorcas Gordon, Principal and Associate Professor of Biblical Interpretation, 
Knox College, University of Toronto.  
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There will be a “Come and See” Retreat Weekend for single Catholic men, 18 years and older, 
who are considering a call to the priesthood, at St. Augustine's Seminary, Friday, Feb 1, to Sun-
day, Feb 3. To register, or for further information, contact the Office of Vocations at 416-968-
0997, or by e-mail at:  vocations@vocations.ca. 
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Leaders of Liturgical Ministries; to join or to be trained for a ministry, contact persons below.�

��������������
Vivian Kwok 

vivian.kwok@utoronto.ca 
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11 a.m. Mass  Sr. Terry 

Dalla 416-533-2561 
 

7 p.m. Mass  Jason Rodgers  
jasonrodgers@excite.com 

��� ���������������� 	
Serge Paquet                    

sergepaquet@hotmail.com 
 

Katie Murphy 
km36@hotmail.com 

��
���� 	
Fergal Nolan 

fnolan@RadiationSafety.ca 
 

Joan Gregson                  
popejoan@rogers.com  
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Imagine having your own retreat director for a week without leaving the university, and within the 
context of your busy schedules!  Impossible?  No, not really. Once again, the Newman Centre is 
pleased to host local spiritual directors who are willing to meet with “busy” students, even for 30 
minutes in a given day, to assist your spiritual formation and to help you to develop your prayer 
life. There will be an initial meeting following the 7:00 p.m. Sunday evening Mass, January 20th. 
Students can be paired with spiritual directors at that meeting, and both can plan a schedule of 
meeting times for the coming week. Confidentiality is respected. For more information, or to reg-
ister in advance, contact Sr. Dorothy Schweitzer, at: 416-927-0722, or dschweitzer@csj-to-ca. 
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All are welcome into the Centre on New Year's Day, Tuesday, January 1st, following 
the 11:00 a.m. Mass,  for some traditional Irish coffee and desserts served by Fr. Pat 
and the wonderful group of people who serve us so well each Sunday following Mass 
with coffee and donuts. There is no charge. Come and welcome in the New Year.     
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Pope Benedict XVI has designated February 2nd as an occasion to give thanks and to pray for all 
men and women who serve the Church as consecrated religious. Members of the local religious 
communities of women and men will be on hand at the Newman Centre following Mass, on Sun-
day, February 3rd, to speak alongside exhibits on their specific religious communities. All are wel-
come.  Please pray for vocations and for all who are currently serving the church. 

Fr. Pat invites the local religious sisters, priests, brothers and seminarians, to a reception at the 
Newman Centre with vocation directors, on Saturday evening, Feb. 2nd,  at 6 p.m. Kindly RSVP to 
frpatodea@yahoo.com.    
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Development and Peace is celebrating it's 40th anniversary. We shall hear more from that organi-
zation in January.  They wish to remind all to consider purchasing Fair Trade products.  Fair Trade 
is a strategy designed to alleviate poverty and to promote sustainable development opportunities 
for producers who have been disadvantaged economically or marginalized by the conventional 
trading system. (The Newman Centre uses Fair Trade coffee products.)   For more information on 
Fair Trade, visit the following websites: http://www.fairtradetoronto.com (or) 
http://www.devp.org/devpme/eng/fair-trade-eng.html  
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 Dec. 24 - Midnight Dec. 25 - 11 a.m. Dec. 30 - 11 a.m. Jan. 1 - 11 a.m. 

Sacristan Colleen Coyne Andy Filarski Ryan Alemao Francesca Scorsone 

Servers 
Pamela Carriere SCM Jose Gonzalez Vivian Kwok 

Vivian Kwok   SCM SCM 

Hospitality 

Serge Paquet Nicole Lau Nancy Sidle Katie Murphy 

Katie Murphy Oriana Bertucci Marisa D'Alessandro Nicole Lau 

Marguerite Pigott Jose Gonzalez Megan Kingvisser Miriam Kingvisser 

SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) 

Lectors 

Larry Richard Liz Smart Marie Gleason Carmela Miliucci 

Eileen Richard Richard d'Anjou Bernard Kingvisser John Miliucci 

Joan Bedard Margaret Dougherty John Kennedy Fergal Nolan 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Bernard Kingvisser Mary Vachon Eileen Richard Joan Bedard 

Toni O'Shea Sr. Terry Dalla Larry Richard Richard Bedard 

Larry Carriere Diane Lauziere Louise Grummitt Sr. Terry Dalla 

Marietta Carriere   Paul Nolan Leona Fernandes 

Glorianna Coutinho   Richard d'Anjou Ed Filippozzi 

 Jan. 6 - 11 a.m. Jan. 6 - 7 p.m. Jan. 13 - 11 a.m. Jan. 13 - 7 p.m. 

Sacristan Patrick Kniss Julie Wright John Kennedy Vivian Kwok 

Servers 
Jose Gonzalez Crystal D'Silva Pamela Carriere Ren Rejante 

SCM Terence Colaco SCM Tricia Thomas 

Hospitality 

Brenda Moher Serge Paquet SCM (x2) Sebastien Fournier 

Doug Moher Sebastien Fournier Jisoo Shin Katie Murphy 

Maureen Rocchi Francis Kung Marisa D'Alessandro Julie Wright 

SCM (x2) SCM (x2) Megan Kingvisser SCM (x2) 

Lectors 

Toni O'Shea Bill Bobey Katherine Rouleau Colleen Coyne 

Eileen Richard Leanne Baltutis Liz Smart Joshua Dey 

Larry Richard   Peter Warrian   

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Bernard Kingvisser Chris Langan Eileen Richard Leanne Baltutis 

Toni O'Shea Carla Serrano Larry Richard Andy Filarski 

Mary Vachon Peter Baltutis Joan Bedard Jose Gonzalez 

Larry Carriere Natalie Comeau Richard Bedard Konrad Hanz 

Marietta Carriere Colleen Coyne Richard d'Anjou Andrij Harasymowycz 
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