
ADVENT 2006 
DEC 3RD, 10TH, 17TH, AND 24TH 

Creator of the stars of night,  
Your people's everlasting light,  
O Christ, Redeemer of us all,  
We pray you hear us when we call.  
 

www.newmantoronto.com 
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I recently invited members of the Liturgy Committee to help in choosing a theme for Advent that might 
assist our community in their spiritual preparation for Christmas. I first invited their thoughts on how 
they normally experience Advent and what some of the challenges are in welcoming the season.  

 

For students, the season of Advent usually falls at a time they are swamped with end-of-year studies 
and exams. For others, the conflicting messages of the secular world (and the commercialization of 
Christmas) plus the extra demands of the pre-Christmas rush, tended to cause a lot of stress. For some, 
this time of year can also be a lonely experience, perhaps due to the experience of feeling separated from 
loved ones during the season or even mourning a loved one who has died in the past year. Others see this 
time as a challenge to be more open to those most in need with a particular concern for the hungry and 
the homeless who need shelter from the cold. The one point, however, that most people agreed on was 
that Advent was a great opportunity to prepare spiritually for Christmas, even though it would be a strug-
gle to concentrate for the reasons cited.  

 

The committee also looked at themes which spoke to them from Advent scriptures. "Rejoice, the Lord 
is  near", “hope”, and "light to all nations” were themes that resonated for many. The Lord Jesus is the 
One who has come to bring “light” to the world, to awaken our hearts and to renew us in our desire to be 
His “light” for others.  In this, it was felt our Advent liturgies needed to reflect this insight.   

 

In reviewing possible hymn selections for Advent which conveyed this theme of  "light", the Liturgy 
Committee chose the beautiful hymn, "Creator of the Stars of Night". It speaks eloquently of how God 
comes  to us in Christ Jesus and brings light to our world; all of creation has been transformed. We shall 
sing this great hymn throughout Advent. For your additional insight, I invite you to read more on the 
meaning of this hymn in the reflection which I have included below. May your experience of Advent 
bring you closer to God and may you find joy in its message. — Rev. Patrick O'Dea 

CONDITOR alme siderum,  
Aeterna lux credentium,  

Christe Redemptor omnium,  
Exaudi preces supplicum:  

 

Qui condolens interitu  
Mortis perire saeculum,  

Salvasti mundum languidum,  
Donans reis remedium,  

 

Vergente mundi vespere,  
Uti sponsus de thalamo,  
Egressus honestissima  

Virginis matris clausula.  
 

Cujus forti potentiae  
Genu curvantur omnia  
Caelestia, terrestria,  
Nutu fatentur subdita.  

 

Te deprecamur, hagie,  
Venture judex saeculi,  

Conserva nos in tempore  
Hostis a telo perfidi.  

CREATOR of the stars of night,  
Your people's everlasting light,  
O Christ, Redeemer of us all,  

We pray you hear us when we call.  
 

In sorrow that the ancient curse  
Should doom to death a universe,  

You came, 0 Savior, to set free  
Your own in glorious liberty.  

 

Come, Sun and Savior, to embrace  
Our gloomy world, its weary race,  

As groom to bride, as bride to groom:  
The wedding chamber, Mary's womb.  

 

At your great Name, 0 Jesus, now  
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow;  

All things on earth with one accord,  
Like those in heav'n, shall call you Lord.  

 

Come in your holy might, we pray,  
Redeem us for eternal day;  

Defend us while we dwell below,  
From all assaults of our dread foe.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-707062. All rights reserved. 
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For many, Advent would not be Advent if introduced by any other hymn. It is well-nigh impossible for even 
the best of poets to find a formula that really corresponds to the first line of the Latin text. The Latin "sidus" 
["siderum"] means more than "star." It includes the stars, of course, but also sun and moon and planets and all 
the heavenly constellations and comets and meteors. These are the cosmic elements that will appear in later 
stanzas of the hymn. For the ancients, these mysterious heavenly bodies that moved about and that had their 
cycles of waxing and waning and that in some unfathomable way could affect the course of human destiny-
these heavenly bodies were perhaps living beings.  
 

The opening line of this Advent hymn should make us think of the great array of all the powerful cosmic 
bodies that figure in those eschatological texts of scripture where the whole of the created universe responds 
to the presence of its God. The point of reference is not some lovely nightfall scene studded with gently glim-
mering stars, but rather that Great Day when "the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give her light, 
the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of heaven will be shaken" (Matthew 24:29). Indeed, this Ad-
vent hymn, if we really look at it, is something of a "Dies irae" in a less strident mode.  
 

In stanza three, the world's evening draws to a close. We recognize in the last three lines of this stanza the 
allusion to verse six of Psalm 19, the verse that occurs so frequently in the Christmastide cycle: "And he, as a 
bridegroom coming forth from the bridal chamber, rejoices as a giant to run his course." So just when the 
world seems doomed to certain extinction, the Sun comes forth in a blaze of light and begins its paschal jour-
ney across the whole of human life and experience. This imagery is especially appropriate towards the begin-
ning of December and the first Sunday of Advent, when nights are growing progressively longer and longer, 
until, upon the arrival of the winter solstice just before Christmas, the inexorable onslaught of darkness is 
reversed with the birth of Christ, the Sun of Justice, who now begins to run his course over the whole of our 
existence.--Chrysogonous Waddell (from “An Advent Sourcebook”, edited by Thomas J. O’Gorman, Liturgy 
Trining Press, 1988, pp. 1-3) 
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During this year’s Advent and Christmas Seasons, our parish will be creating a new holiday tradi-
tion.  In the Oak Room of the Newman Centre is our parish Christmas Tree.  This Christmas Tree 
is decorated with “Star-ornaments”—on each Star-ornament is written either a material or spiritual 
need that exists within our parish or amongst our eight different Outreach Ministries.  We encour-
age each parishioner to take one of the “Star” ornaments and fulfill that need.  (For the material 
items, there will be collection boxes within the Newman Centre throughout the month of Decem-
ber). If anyone has any specific questions, please contact: 

Peter Baltutis at outreach@newmantoronto.com.  THANK YOU! 
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Come and experience the sacrament of reconciliation in preparation for Christmas.  Following the 
prayer service, there will be time for private, individual confessions.  A number of priests will be 

on hand to assist in this celebration. 
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Fair Trade Coffee House - All acts welcome: 
Piano, Acting, Guitar, Poetry, Singing, Dance, Juggling, Comedy! 
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Brought to you by your friendly Newman Development & Peace Group! 

������	���������
  

This program aims to connect students considering a particular career path with a member of the 
Newman community already working in that career. It provides the opportunity for a student to ask 
questions and to develop a student-mentor relationship. The mentor and student are free to determine 
the numbers of times they might wish to meet. Parishioners wishing to serve as mentors, and students 
interested in having a mentor are asked to fill out forms available at the office or after Mass on  
December 3rd. Following that, matches will be made and the program will be launched with a pizza 
social for both mentor and student on Tuesday, January 23rd, 6 p.m. at  the Newman Centre. 
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The Canadian Catholic Students Association will hold a national conference at Notre-Dame-du-
Cap, in Quebec, January 11-14, 2007.  To register or for more information contact: Nicole Lau 
@ nicole.lau@utoronto.ca 

��$
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Brought to you by the Irish Choral Society of Canada celebrating its fifth anniversary season 

with holiday requests from the last four seasons 
Artistic Director / Conductor: Karen L.A. D’Aoust  

Accompanist: Matthew Otto 
Friday, December 15th, 2006 at 8 p.m. @ The Newman Centre, St. Thomas Aquinas Chapel 

Tickets: $20 (Adults), $15 (Seniors / Students), $10 (Children) 
To reserve your ticket(s), call 416-653-9102 or email info@icsoc.ca 
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September 
2005  2006  

September 4, 2005  $  1,781.39  September 3, 2006  $ 1,607.15  
September 11, 2005  $  3,468.21  September 10, 2006  $ 2,437.92  
September 18, 2005  $  2,729.52  September 17, 2006  $ 2,124.46  
September 25, 2005  $  3,167.10  September 24, 2006  $ 3,373.29  

  Pre-Authorized Giving  $ 1,525.15  
Total: $11,146.22 Total: $11,067.97 

October 
October 2, 2005  $  2,423.17  October 1, 2006  $ 1,987.84  
October 9, 2005  $  2,118.40  October 8, 2006  $ 1,742.00  

October 16, 2005  $  3,314.74  October 15, 2006  $ 3,045.97  
October 23, 2005  $  2,843.14  October 22, 2006  $ 2,916.62  
October 30, 2005  $  2,941.47  October 29, 2006  $ 2,964.75  

  Pre-Authorized Giving  $ 1,569.80  
Total: $13,640.92 Total: $14,226.98 

November 
November 6, 2005  $  3,044.11  November 5, 2006  $ 2,557.10  

November 13, 2005  $  2,746.41  November 12, 2006  $ 3,309.21  
November 20, 2005  $  3,351.67  November 19, 2006  $ 4,051.50  
November 27, 2005  $  2,876.07  November 26, 2006  $ 2,278.09  

  Pre-Authorized Giving  $ 1,599.45  
Total: $12,018.26 Total: $13,795.35 

    
YTD Total 2005: $132,554.75 YTD Total 2006: $134,187.90 

    
World Mission Sunday 2005 $1,171.29 World Mission Sunday 2006 $1,748.21 

Shepherd's Trust 2005 $1,767.97 Shepherd's Trust 2006 $1,785.02 

���	��
���.��$��������0������	��� �
Persons wishing to make a financial donation towards the cost of Christmas decorations and flow-
ers may do so either through the collection (please indicate on your cheque or an envelope that it 
is for that purpose) or drop it off at the Newman Centre. Tax receipts are also available. We thank 
you for your generosity and support of our efforts. 

&''*�1�������2���/���
��  
The 2007 Offertory Envelopes are now available for pick up in the Cardinal Newman Room after 
all Masses. New members may register and pick up envelopes also, in the Cardinal Newman 
Room. Look for a member of the Welcoming Committee for assistance. Envelope usage ensures 
your contribution is receipted for income tax purposes. 
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 Dec. 3 - 7 p.m. Dec. 10 - 11 a.m. Dec. 10 - 7 p.m. Dec. 17 - 11 a.m. 

Sacristan Tara Mackenzie Patrick Kniss Colleen Coyne John Kennedy 

Servers 
Michael Schmidt Megan Kingvisser Ren Rejante Pamela Carriere 

SCM SCM SCM SCM 

Hospitality 

Chris Lane Brenda Moher Catherine Duff Doug Valentine 

Katie Murphy Doug Moher Serge Paquet Claudia Rodriguez 

Greg O'Leary Maureen Rocchi Sebastien Fournier Jovanna Scorsone 

SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) 

Lectors 

Andrij Harasymowycz John Kennedy Lindsay Keep Toni O'Shea 

Susan Fohr Bernard Kingvisser Amritha Jacob Karipat Carmela Miliucci 

  Fergal Nolan   John Miliucci 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Colleen Coyne Diane Doran Kim Gottfried May Haden-Pawlowski 

Catherine Duff Kevin Doran Andrij Harasymowycz Anna Hecold 

Leona Fernandes Louise Grummitt Jason Rodgers Bernard Kingvisser 

Andy Filarski Paul Nolan Leanne Baltutis Diane Lauziere 

Jose Gonzalez Konrad Hanz Peter Baltutis Mary Vachon 

 Dec. 17 - 7 p.m. Dec. 24 - 11 a.m. Dec. 25 Midnight Dec. 25 - 11 a.m. 
Sacristan Andy Filarski John Humphries Colleen Coyne John Kennedy 

Servers 

Vivian Kwok Aiden D'Aoust Pamela Carriere Aiden D'Aoust 

SCM SCM Julia Grummitt SCM 
    Vivian Kwok  

Hospitality 

Tara Mackenzie Nancy Sidle Robert Mason John Humphries 

Francis Kung Miriam Kingvisser Larry Carriere Kyung Humphries 

Peggy Li Stephen Morris Pamela Carriere Vivian Kwok 

SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) 

Lectors 

Mary Perrotta Larry Richard Liz Smart Richard d'Anjou 

Janna-Jo Phillips Doug Valentine Joan Bedard Margaret Dougherty 

  Eileen Richard Joan Gregson Marie Gleason 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Glorianna Coutinho John Kennedy Larry Richard Sr. Terry Dalla 

Colleen Coyne Jacqueline Myers Eileen Richard Kevin Doran 

Catherine Duff Toni O'Shea Louise Grummitt Diane Doran 

Leona Fernandes Francesca Scorsone Paul Nolan May Haden-Pawlowski 

Jose Gonzalez Richard d'Anjou Leona Fernandes Mary Vachon 

Ministers of 
the Sick 

 Leona Fernandes (MSH) 
Paul Nolan (PMH) 

 Mary Pugh (MSH) 
John Kennedy (PMH) 
Justyna Bartoszko (PMH) 

Ministers of 
the Sick 
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