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ALL PEOPLES ARE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE A FAIR SHARE 
OF THE GOODS OF THIS WORLD. 

—POPE JOHN PAUL II 

Discussion, Prayer and Fellowship Groups����
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Outreach Ministries (contact Peter Baltutis at outreach@newmantoronto.com - see page 6)����

Organizations & Sacramental Programs����
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In anticipation of the Sunday Eucharist 
 

5:30 p.m. - Newman Chapel 
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January 7th, 2006, 
 in St. Theresa’s Church, Mumbai, India 
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     I must admit that having Jose Gonzalez, a 
student from Mexico, on the Student Campus 
Ministry Team this year, at the Newman 
Centre, has made all the difference in how I 
intend to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, on December 12th.  Jose, and 
another parishioner who is assisting him,  asked 
if I might consider highlighting this feast in a 
greater and more visible way this year and I am 
only too happy to oblige. 
    Why this sudden burst of 
enthusiasm for a feast we rarely 
celebrate with much attention? 
Perhaps it is because this student 
and his friend have provided me 
with additional insight into how 
this feast can have greater 
relevance for our Advent 
celebrations and preparation for 
Christmas. The fact that this feast 
just happens to fall in Advent 
should be enough to make us 
curious.  Yet, it can  really speak 
to our time. Is it not true that 
perhaps some may assume this 
feast seems to have relevance for only the 
peoples of Mexico or  South America? Jose 
thinks not, and I must agree.  Perhaps a brief 
reminder of how this feast begun might be of 
help. 
   In the year 1531, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
appeared to Juan Diego, an Aztec convert at 
Tepeyac, a hill northwest of Mexico City.  She 
questions, "Where are you going?"  His life 
was suddenly disrupted by God through Mary.  
She invited Juan to ask the bishop to build a 
church where the prayers of the oppressed, the 
excluded may be heard; where compassion may 
be  shown  to  them.   The  bishop,  however,  

demanded proof, a sign.  Mary directed Juan 
Diego to the top of the hill in order to pick 
roses; although out of season , he finds them 
blooming. He is instructed to carry them in his 
tilma (cloak) to the bishop.  As the roses fall 
to the floor, in front of the bishop, an  image 
of Mary appears on the tilma. It is a sign for 
the bishop, yet a sign he did not expect. 

      The image of Mary that appeared has since 
become for many, a rich 
symbolism for Advent. Mary the 
mother of our Lord is represented 
as an  
Aztec woman, not of the elite, the 
privileged but as one of the poor, 
the excluded, the powerless.  The 
image is evocative of the beautiful 
verses from both the Old and New 
Testament.  In Zechariah 2: 14-17, 
we hear, "Sing, rejoice daughter of 
Zion; for I am coming to dwell in 
the middle of you. "  In Revelation 
12:1, we hear, "Now a great sign 
appeared in heaven; a woman, 
adorned with the sun, standing on 

the moon, and with twelve stars on her head for 
a crown."  Our Lady of Guadalupe's message 
can also be seen in the reality of the gospel.  In 
Luke 1: 48-49, we hear, "Yes, from this day 
forward all generations will call me blessed, for 
the Almighty has done good things for me. 
Holy is His name, and His mercy reaches from 
age to age for those who fear Him." 

    In modern times, speaking about this feast, 
and its significance for Advent, the late Pope 
Paul VI once remarked:  "…(in) approaching 
Christmas. We all know how much this 
involves by way of preparation.  It is a feast 
that gives rise to humanitarian thoughts, and 
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     There is a problem to Advent—a paradox.  
Some might even say it is a pure contradiction.  
Advent, we are told is a time to prepare for the 
coming of our Lord and Savior, the same Lord 
and Savior who is already, we also say, at work 
in our lives and in our world.  We are told that 
it is a time to invite Jesus into our hearts, the 
same Jesus that we already confess is at the 
center of our being.  The readings today only 
confirm the contradiction:  Jesus says, ‘watch, 
watch! The Lord of the house is coming.’  Paul 
says ‘wait, wait, Jesus is already with you and 
will keep you strong until the end.’  And Isaiah, 
poor Isaiah, says, ‘uh, Lord, where are you 
exactly?  Please stop hiding from us.  I know 
you’re mad but, uh . . .Hello.’  Welcome the 
beginning of Advent. 
     It is interesting just to note that none of the 
readings really have to do with Christmas, do 
they?  They don’t talk about the coming of a 
Savior.  We don’t start hearing about Mary and 
the Annunciation.  Those come later.  The 
readings today are much closer to the readings 
we have heard for the last several weeks about 
the end-times.  This is deliberate on the part of 
the  Church.    We  start  this  new  year  in  the  

liturgical readings slowly, looking more 
backwards than forwards. 
     And yet we know that the word ‘Advent’ 
means ‘to come,’ Jesus is coming.  
Traditionally what we say is that this time of 
Advent is for us to prepare ourselves for that 
coming of the Lord.  ‘As you wait for the 
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,’ as Paul 
says, the Church has traditionally said that you 
need to take this time to prepare your hearts to 
welcome Jesus into the world once again.  
You need to prepare your souls to have him 
enter  
into your life.  You need to prepare your mind 
to understand how Jesus is a part of all that 
you are and all that you do.     
     How this preparation happens is in many 
ways up to you.  Last Monday there was an 
Advent retreat here in the chapel.  That is one 
way people prepare themselves for Christmas.  
For many people, Advent is a time, or the 
time, when they go to reconciliation in the 
year.  We decorate for Christmas, have an 
Advent calendar.  These things all add to our 
sense of ‘preparing’ for Christ’s coming.   
     In    my   family,   preparing   for   Christ’s  

feelings of joy and peace. The children, the 
poor, the unfortunate are in the minds of all.  
This is one of the most heartening and 
praiseworthy aspects of our society. It educates 
us in a spirit of brotherhood, and so to an 
awareness of the needs and the sufferings of 
others. We must include in our Christmas 
planning some genuine reflection on Christ in 
the manger and a resolution and social renewal. 
He himself came among us as one who was 
lowly, humble, poor. At the same time, he was  

the Messiah who redeemed us from every moral 
misery, as well as the prophet of hope of the 
kingdom of heaven." 
    Our Lady of Guadalupe's message of Christ's 
presence among us is not just to Juan Diego, or 
to the mestizo church which was soon to 
emerge, or to the Americas but it has 
significance for all people. Her message does 
not exclude. That message should continue to 
challenge us all. 

                            -- Fr. Pat 
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coming in Advent meant cleaning the house.  
My mom grew up on a small farm in the North 
of Ireland in a tiny, tiny house.  10 of them 
lived in what is today used by my uncle as a 
chicken coop.  For whatever reason, my 
grandmother always did one of her big 
cleanings of the year in Advent.  It wasn’t 
because they had a big Christmas party or lots 
of visitors.  They just did it.  And for the same 
non-reason, this tradition came with my 
mother to this side of the Atlantic and 
continues today. 
     I remember one day when I had gotten a 
little older and the great Advent cleaning was 
underway, I asked my mom why we always 
cleaned the house in Advent.  I think I had 
finally learned through talking with my friends 
and visiting other people’s homes that not 
everybody scours the house before Christmas.  
And I asked my mom as the annual ritual 
began, why we did this.  She simply said it’s 
what we do.  I remember not being satisfied 
with that answer and I asked again.  I 
remember then my mom got this look on her 
face, it is a look that I think only parents can  
really get, it’s a combination of, ‘I never 
thought of the reason why we do this,’ and 
‘why are we having this conversation?’  And 
then she said, ‘we’re preparing for Jesus’ 
coming.’  I remember replying, ‘yeah, but 
he’s not coming here.’  At which point I 
got that other look that only a parent can 
give, the one that says, ‘for your own sake, 
go away now.’ 
     My mom wasn’t trying to be cute or 
dismissive in her response.  She believed what 
she said.  She believed it out of a combination 
of Irish paranoia, the sure conviction that when 
Jesus does come again he will come to our 
house and sure enough it will be the day it 
needs  vacuuming.    And  she  believes  in  her  

heart of heart that in Advent we do prepare to 
have Jesus enter our lives, our homes, our 
families, and for her when you prepare to 
receive someone into your home you clean.  
Her cleaning, like her mother’s speaks to a 
level of faith and conviction that is quite 
amazing in its own way.  My mom really 
believes she is preparing for Jesus to come, 
and so she prepares in the most real and 
tangible way she knows.   
     But my mom’s cleaning also speaks to just 
how much of our Advent imagination is 
focused on this idea of preparation.  Prepare, 
prepare, prepare.  It is what we think about 
when we think about Advent, isn’t it?  It is 
certainly a part of the tradition.  ‘Prepare ye 
the ways of the Lord,’ is Isaiah’s famous 
admonition quoted in all three of the synoptic 
Gospels:  Matthew, Mark and Luke. ‘You my 
child will be called the prophet of the Most 
High,’ Zechariah prays over his baby son 
John, who will become the baptizer, ‘You will 
be called the prophet of the Most High, 
because you will go before the Lord and 
prepare his way.’  Advent and preparation are 
almost synonymous. 
     But when we listen to the words of the 
gospel today, Jesus never says ‘prepare, 
prepare, prepare.’   Jesus says, ‘watch, 
watch.’  And that is something very different.     
     Jesus tells this parable of the man who is 
going on a foreign journey.  He is obviously a 
well-to-do man, someone whose household 
includes servants and a gatekeeper.  We are 
told that he leaves on his journey and places 
his servants in charge, each with their  own  
work.    And the gatekeeper, whose job it is to 
watch, he tells to watch, for no one knows 
when the owner will return. 

     The servants are not given extra tasks, and 
the gatekeeper alone is told to be watchful, but 
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that of course is his job.  It is not an extra thing 
he must do, only what it is he is supposed to 
do.   
     But watching is not preparing.  And if it is 
true that Advent is a time of preparation, 
which it is, it is also true that advent is a time 
to watch. The theme, my sisters and brothers, 
is openness, it is to be open to the mystery of 
Christ’s coming into our world, in times and 
ways that we cannot even imagine.  And too 
often we allow the idea of preparation to 
overcome it.  Our Christmas season, our 
Advent, is consumed with preparing:  if you 
are a student you are preparing papers and 
tests, if you are a teacher, you are preparing for 
all the grading you must do, in your businesses 
you are preparing for the  
holidays and people being away or for extra 
customers.  You may be preparing your home 
for visitors, preparing to go away, and all of us 
will be preparing the things that Christmas 
involves these days.   
     And Jesus says, ‘watch, watch.’  Preparing 
for Jesus’ coming doesn’t involve doing more 
and  more,   extra  and  extra  things,  it means  

quite the opposite.  It means slowing down, 
doing what you are supposed to be doing, 
which is watching and waiting for the coming 
of the Lord.  We must listen to Paul’s words 
to us today:  In Christ ‘you have been 
enriched in every way . . . so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift.’  You are 
prepared.  We are prepared.  You are the 
work of the Father’s hands, who is the potter.  
It is God who has  
prepared you, and is preparing you for 
Christmas.  Preparing for Christmas is not 
another task, another job, another thing you 
must do.  It is something that God does, and 
with which we cooperate.  And we do so by 
watching for Christ who comes into our world 
by being alert to Christ who is already in our 
world.  We prepare by seeing the God who is 
with you every day and by allowing God to 
enter into your life, the real meaning of 
Christmas, in new ways, through new people, 
or through someone you thought God could 
not work through.  Advent means seeing God 
already active in your life and at work for 
you, today.  Watch.  Watch. 

��
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The homily delivered by Fr. Pat at the Requiem Mass has now been posted on the website. For 
those who requested a copy, please refer to www.newmantoronto.com and click on the section 
entitled "Reflections."  Other homilies from recent weeks have also been posted.  
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Fr. Pat and the Pastoral Advisory Council is hosting a wine and 
cheese social as a welcome to those who have joined our community 
in the past year on Saturday, January 14, 2006.  Please note that 
this event is for ALL new parishioners, whether officially registered 
or not.  Join us for the 5:30 p.m. Mass followed by a light reception 
in the Oak Room of the Newman Centre until 8:00 p.m.  Please 
RSVP to Joan Hogan at 416-979-2468 x.221 or  

           secretary@newmantoronto.com.   
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Often at Christmas, people enquire about possible contributions to the Church for particular needs. 
We have listed below some possible options.  
 

* Outreach Ministries to the poor and needy (see above) 
* We could use financial assistance in paying off the lease of the Newman Centre outreach van.  
* Contribution to a scholarship: The Newman Centre Student Campus Ministry Scholarship 

provides an opportunity for a student to live at Newman and to be part of the Student Campus 
Ministry Team. The scholarship, in particular, helps students who might not ordinarily be able 
to cover their room and board fees without the assistance of the scholarship. Contributions, 
large or small are accepted. The cost of one scholarship is $2,500 per academic term (4 mo.) 

* Contributions towards Christmas flowers, trees and decorations. 
* Sound System upgrades in the chapel 
* We are currently investigating a live audio/video feed from the chapel to the house, which may 

be of assistance to the Children’s Liturgy, parents with young children or for other events. 
* General donations are always welcome as we meet the challenges of financially supporting a 

university parish.  
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VISITORS AT CHRISTMAS:   Saturday, December 10, 2005   8pm  
Irish Choral Society of Canada — Karen D’Aoust (conductor), Matthew Otto (accompanist) 

Tickets: $20.00 for adults, $15.00 for seniors/students 
Full schedule in website: (((&��()����#����&"�)*"��"�#���#���&��)�

FOR TICKETS OR INFORMATION: Contact Matthew Otto at 416-979-2468 ext. 225 or  
matt.otto@utoronto.ca 
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Interested in meeting occasionally to discuss your spiritual development and to discern where the 
Lord may be calling you in life? Students are invited to contact Fr. Pat at frpatodea@yahoo.com 
and he will recommend a director. Fr. Pat is grateful to Jane Galvin, FCJ, and Marlene Taylor, two 
spiritual directors who generously offered to assist in this process. 
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 at Mansfield Outdoor Centre  

Sponsored by the Youth Council of Newman for university students and young working 
adults.  Cost: $75 includes food, transportation.  To register, contact:  Vivian Kwok at 

vivian.kwok@utoronto.ca or Ernesto Wulff at ernestowulff@hotmail.com 
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This group provides an opportunity for members of the Newman community to meet and discuss 
issues raised by the advances of science. The next meeting for the group will take place on 
Monday, Dec.12 at 7:30pm in the Cardinal Newman Room. During this meeting we will examine 
the article "The New Celebrity", taken from the 2004 edition of' The Best American Science and 
Nature Writing' ( Editor, Steven Pinker ). A copy of the book will be available for reading at the 
Newman Centre. The group will also consider the Sunday Gospel reading;   Jn 1:6-8, 19-28. 
All are welcome to attend. No previous experience with the group is required. For more 
information contact Fr. Rob Allore, SJ at rob.allore@utoronto.ca 



����������	
����

�	��� ������� �������
��� 	� ���� 	� ������� 	���� �����

( � � � � � � 	 � 	 � � � �

��	��������
	�  
Please remember that the Newman Centre covers costs for Sunday morning parking in the radio 
station parking lot just north of us until 1 p.m., at $50 per Sunday.  We ask that you consider 
adding a contribution to the collections for this cause.  Also, it is only permitted to park in the 
designated spots, not along the side of the driveway - we have been told by university police that 
improperly parked cars will be ticketed and towed.  Thanks. 
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The 2006 Offertory Envelopes are now available for pick up in the Cardinal Newman Room after 
all Masses. New members may register and pick up envelopes also, in the Cardinal Newman 
Room. Look for a member of the Welcoming Committee for assistance. Envelope usage ensures 
your contribution is receipted for income tax purposes. 
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 October / November 

   2004     2005 
             October  3,  2004                         $1,922.52       October 2,   2005              $2,423.17 
 October  10, 2004               $2,426.34       October 9,   2005              $2,118.40  
 October 17,  2004   $3,640.92       October 16, 2005              $3,314.74  
 October 24, 2004   $2,761.14       October  23, 2005  $2,849.14  
 October 31, 2004   $2,472.33       October  30, 2005  $2,941.47  
 Total:               $13,223.25       Total:                          $13,646.92 

 
 November 7, 2004                       $2,647.19          November 6, 2005         $3,044.11 
             November 14, 2004  $2,509.06 November 13, 2005 $2,746.41  
 November 21, 2004  $2,603.25 November 20, 2005 $3,351.67  
 November  28, 2004  $3,757.57 November 27, 2005 $2,808.07  
 Total:              $11,544.07          Total:             $11,950.26 
 
             Year-to-Date 2004:           $132,539.60 Year-to-Date 2005:  $132,420.75 
 
Many thanks to all those who contributed to the Newman Centre during October and November. 
It's only through your generous support that we can continue to develop an active Catholic 
presence on the University of Toronto campus.  Remember Newman also when considering 
donations or bequests.  God Bless you for your support.  

	�������"����������������
�����#���� ����
All are welcome into the Centre after the 11 a.m. Mass on New Year's Day, Jan. 1st for some 
traditional Irish coffee served by Fr. Pat and the wonderful people who serve us so well each 
Sunday following Mass with coffee and donuts. 
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December 4th - 11 am  
Sacristan:  Tara Mackenzie 
Servers:  Matt Macdonald, Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality:  Teresa Simm,  Katie Murphy, Maureen 
Rocchi, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Doug Valentine, Peter Warrian, Joan Bedard 
Eucharistic Ministers: Ana de Melo, Virgilio de Melo, 
Diane Doran, Kevin Doran, Sr. Terry Dalla 
Lay Ministers of the sick:John Kennedy and Justyna 
Bartoszko  
 
December 4th - 7 pm  
Sacristan: Vivian Kwok�
Servers: Joshua Roldan, Sarah Hamilton 
Hospitality: Greg O’Leary,�Stephen Morris, Ana 
Laura Munoz, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Mary Perrotta, Leanne Salel 
Eucharistic Ministers: Yvonne Mullan, Annie Wilkin, 
Colleen Coyne, Sonia Debarros, Catherine Duff�
 
December  11th - 11 am  
Sacristan: Jacqueline Myers 
Servers: Pamela Carriere, Eric Chadwick 
Hospitality: Nancy Sidle, Jovanna Scorsone, Jisoo 
Shin, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Richard d'Anjou, Margaret Dougherty, Marie 
Gleason 
Eucharistic Ministers: Leona Fernandes, Ed Filippozzi, 
Louise Grummitt, Paul Nolan, May Haden-Pawlowski�
Lay Ministers of the sick:Paul Nolan  
 
December 11th - 7 pm  
Sacristan: Alex Hedzyk�
Servers: Monique Ferdinand, Joshua Roldan,  
Hospitality: Serge Paquet, Katie Murphy, Tina Avolio 
Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Cecilia Wagner, Julie Zdunich 
Eucharistic Ministers: Kim Gottfried, Andrij 
Harasymowycz, Maciej Lebioda, Matt Macdonald, 
Colleen Coyne 
 

December 18th - 11 am  
Sacristan: Sr. Terry Dalla�
Servers: Megan Kingvisser, Aiden D’Aoust 
Hospitality: Doug Valentine, Marisa D’Alessandro, 
Sebastien Fournie, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: John Kennedy, Bernard Kingvisser, Senning 
Luk�
Eucharistic Ministers: Konrad Hanz, Anna Hecold, Diane 
Lauziere, Jacqueline Myers, Toni O'Shea 
Lay Ministers of the sick:Carmela and John Miliucci 
and Teresa Langan  
 
December 18th- 7 pm  
Sacristan: Julie Wright�
Servers: Matt Macdonald, Sarah Hamilton 
Hospitality: Catherine Duff, Francis Kung, Brian 
Luna, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Colleen Coyne, Joshua Dey 
Eucharistic Ministers: Yvonne Mullan, Danielle Potter 
Keri-Lee Mullan, Kim Gottfried, Andrij Harasymowycz�
 
December 25th - Midnight Mass  
Sacristan: Colleen Coyne�
Servers: Julia Grummitt, Pamela Carriere, Eric 
Chadwick 
Hospitality: Chris Lane, Teresa Simm, Student 
Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: John Miliucci, Fergal Nolan, Carmela Miliucci�
Eucharistic Ministers: Leona Fernandes, Larry Richard, 
Eileen Richard, Joan Bedard, Richard Bedard 
 
December 25th - 11 am  
Sacristan: Andy Filarski�
Servers: Vivian Kwok, Aiden D’Aoust 
Hospitality: Robert Mason, Miriam Kingvisser, 
Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Tony Smith, Peter Warrian, Margaret 
Dougherty 
Eucharistic Ministers: May Haden-Pawlowski, Lanny 
Hui, Mary Vachon, Sr. Terry Dalla, Margret Hovanec 
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Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator@newmantoronto.com 
See http://www.newmantoronto.com/litminsked.htm for future schedules 
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There are 2 envelopes for Dec.25, one for regular offertory, and one to designate a Christmas 
offering to the parish.  -Thanks. 
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