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ALL PEOPLES ARE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE A FAIR SHARE 
OF THE GOODS OF THIS WORLD. 

—POPE JOHN PAUL II 

Discussion, Prayer and Fellowship Groups����
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Outreach Ministries (contact Peter Baltutis at outreach@newmantoronto.com - see page 6)����

Organizations & Sacramental Programs����
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In anticipation of the Sunday Eucharist 

5:30 p.m. - Newman Chapel 
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�
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�	����������	���
Interested in meeting occasionally to discuss your spiritual development and to discern where the 
Lord may be calling you in life? Students are invited to contact Fr. Pat at frpatodea@yahoo.com 
and he will recommend a director. Fr. Pat is grateful to Jane Galvin, FCJ, and Marlene Taylor, 
two spiritual directors who generously offered to assist in this process. 
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 Pope Benedict XVI released his first 
encyclical yesterday, the title of which is 
taken from the First Letter of John, “God is 
Love” – or in the Latin text by which it will be 
known, Deus Caritas Est. 
 A first encyclical has added 
importance, as it usually indicates the 
principal direction of a new pontificate. 
 Those who greeted April’s election of 
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger as inaugurating an 
era of lifeless ecclesiastical discipline must be 
rather surprised that the first encyclical is 
about God’s love for us and our love for each 
other, particularly as it is expressed in 
charitable works. Indeed, some wags have 
noted “God is love” might be more apt for a 
1960s peace poster than the supposedly fearful 
Benedict’s first major document. 
 Those who know the Pope know 
better. His principal proclamation is that 
unless we come to know God as the one who 
loves us, we fail to grasp what is at the heart 
of the Christian faith. 
 The “decisive direction” of a Christian 
life, he writes, is the practice of charity, which 
he says is as fundamental to the Church as 
proclaiming the word of God or celebrating 
the sacraments. 
 “For the Church, charity is not a kind 
of welfare activity which could equally well 
be left to others, but it is a part of her nature, 
an indispensable expression of her very 
being.” 
 Criticizing the “ethical blindness 
caused by the dazzling effect of power and 
special interests,” he says the Church must act 
as a kind of moral watchdog, supplying the 
“spiritual energy” needed if justice is to 

prevail. 
 However, the Church cannot and must 
not take it upon itself to bring about a just 
society. 
 “A just society must be the 
achievement of politics, not of the Church,” 
he writes. “She cannot and must not remain in 
the sidelines in the fight for justice.” 
 Benedict notes that in a world afflicted 
by violence committed in the name of God, 
and in a culture the sees the Gospel as 
something that snuffs the excitement out of 
life, it is necessary to return to the 
foundational truths: The human person has a 
natural and insuppressible desire to love and 
be loved. Which is to say that he has a natural 
need for God. 
 Deus caritas est opens with a 
sustained, lyrical, but dense exposition of 
what love is. It will require reading at least 
several times to plumb the full depth of a 
Ratzingerian tour de force of classical, 
philosophical and biblical sources on the 
nature of love. 
 The central point is that love – which 
the Greeks called eros – has a possessive 
nature that requires the possession of the 
beloved by the lover. This erotic love, if not 
purified, can seek to dominate the other and 
ends up reducing the other as a mere object of 
desire. 
 The answer is not to eliminate eros, 
which is good in itself, but to complement and 
complete it with another type of love, for 
which the Greek New Testament uses the 
wood agape. Agape is self-sacrificing love, in 
which the lover offers himself for the good of 
the beloved. The deepest revelation of God’s 
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love is precisely this agape, in which Jesus on 
the cross lays done his life for those he loves. 
 This is the nature of God’s love for us. 
He wishes to possess us (eros), but at the same 
time is willing to sacrifice all for us (agape). 
Human love – whether between friends, 
neighbours, or in the closest image of God’s 
love, marriage – is called to be this kind of 
self-giving, sacrificial love. 
 “Marriage based on exclusive and 
definitive love becomes the icon of the 
relationship between God and his people and 
vice versa,” writes Benedict. “God’s way of 
loving becomes the measure of human love.” 
 The Cross of Christ reveals that the 
measure of love is sacrifice, a truth that any 
good parent already knows. But that love is 
not only for the family, the community or the 
nation.  “The parable of the Good Samaritan 
offers two particularly important 
clarifications,” writes Benedict. 
 “Until that time, the concept of 
‘neighbour’ was understood as referring 
essentially to one’s countrymen and to 
foreigners who had settled in the land of 
Israel; in other words, to the closely knit 
community of a single country or people. 
 “This limit is now abolished. Anyone 
who needs me, and whom I can help, is my 
neighbour. The concept of ‘neighbour’ is now 
universalized, yet it remains concrete. Despite 

being extended to all mankind, it is not 
reduced to a generic, abstract and 
undemanding expression of love, but calls for 
my own practical commitment here and now.” 
 With those observations, Benedict 
devotes the second part of Deus caritas est to 
the Church’s obligation to do charitable work. 
Surveying the vast international array of 
Christian charitable projects, he holds up 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta as a model to 
follow because she insists all her charitable 
work was an overflow of her love for Jesus. 
She loved the unlovely because she loved 
Jesus, and he loved them. 
 The motivation must remain always 
primary – Christian love must animate all 
charitable work. In short, Benedict does not 
think Christians should be mere 
humanitarians. Their service to their fellow 
human beings is a Christian obligation, 
especially when offered to non-Christians 
with no desire for proselytism. 
 And because the world can never 
outgrow its need for love, Benedict writes that 
charity will always have a place. It will not be 
superseded by reforming economic systems or 
by pursuing social justice. Those things have 
their place, but they cannot replace love, 
which Benedict insists, man needs more than 
anything else. 
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This group provides an opportunity for members of the Newman community to discuss issues 
raised by the advances of science. The next meeting is on Monday, Feb. 6 at 7:30 p.m. in the Car-
dinal Newman Room. During this meeting we will examine the article "Parallel Universes", taken 
from the 2004 edition of 'The Best American Science and Nature Writing' (Editor, Steven Pinker). 
A copy of the book is available for reading at the Newman Centre. We will also consider the Sun-
day Gospel reading Mark 1:29-39. Contact: Fr. Rob Allore, SJ (rob.allore@utoronto.ca) 
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Naming the Holy Lecture Series 
�

 " Teilhard de Chardin: And the Naming of the Holy”  

,
����
��3���
�������
3�
 Thomas King, SJ Georgetown University, Washington, DC 

 Tuesday, Mach 7, 2006, 7:30pm 
 

Sponsored by the Newman Centre, Regis College Jesuit Community 
Special thanks to Dr. Peter Warrian for his generous support 
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Persons interested in volunteering as Lectors, Servers, Sacristans, and/or Eucharistic ministers for 
weekday Masses at Newman (12:15pm Monday to Friday), are invited to contact Ryan Alemao at 
ryan.alemao@utoronto.ca 
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February 5th—11am 
Sacristan: Margaret Dougherty �
Servers: Pamela Carriere, Megan Kingvisser 
Hospitality: Tara Mackenzie, Miriam Kingvisser 
Brian Luna, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Larry Richard, Katherine Rouleau, Teresa 
Simm 
Eucharistic Ministers: Natalie Comeau 
Richard d'Anjou, Sr. Terry Dalla, Ana de Melo, 
Virgilio de Melo 
Lay Ministers of the Sick: Leona Fernandez 
 
February 5th—7pm  
Sacristan: Alex Hedzyk �
Servers: Monique Ferdinand, Joshua Roldan 
Hospitality: Catherine Duff 
Robert Mason, Stephen Morris,  Student Campus 
Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Monika Chmiel, Colleen Coyne 
Eucharistic Ministers: Matt Macdonald, Keri-Lee 
Mullan, Danielle Potter, Andrij Harasymowycz, 
Maciej Lebioda 
 
February 12th—11am 
Sacristan: Sr. Terry Dalla �
Servers: Eric Chadwick, Aiden D'Aoust 
Hospitality: Brenda Moher, Doug Moher 
Marianne Moroney, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Liz Smart, Tony Smith, Doug Valentine 
Eucharistic Ministers: Diane Doran, Kevin Doran 
Leona Fernandes, Louise Grummitt, Paul Nolan 
Lay Ministers of the Sick:  Mary Pugh 

 
February  12th—7pm 
Sacristan: Vivian Kwok �
Servers: Matt Macdonald, Sarah Hamilton 
Hospitality:Serge Paquet 
Ana Laura Munoz, Katie Murphy,  Student Campus 
Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Joshua Dey, Susan Fohr 
Eucharistic Ministers: Colleen Coyne 
Catherine Duff, Annie Wilkin, Keri-Lee Mullan, 
Danielle Potter 
 
 
February 19th—11am  
Sacristan: Bernard Kingvisser �
Servers: Pamela Carriere, Megan Kingvisser 
Hospitality: Teresa Simm, Stephen Morris, Maureen 
Rocchi, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Peter Warrian, Joan Bedard, Richard 
d'Anjou 
 Eucharistic Ministers: Ed Filippozzi, May Haden-
Pawlowski, Konrad Hanz, Anna Hecold, ohn 
Kennedy 
Lay Ministers of the Sick: Kay Arpin 
 
February 19th—7pm 
Sacristan: Julie Wright �
Servers: Vivian Kwok, Joshua Roldan 
Hospitality: Chris Lane, Jovanna Scorsone, Tina 
Avolio, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Ana Garcia, Andrij Harasymowycz 
Eucharistic Ministers: Annie Wilkin, Colleen Coyne, 
Catherine Duff, Maciej Lebioda 

Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator@newmantoronto.com 
See http://www.newmantoronto.com/litminsked.htm for future schedules 
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