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 The life of the blessed man 
Franz Jägerstätter was born on May 20th 1907 in St. 
Radegund in Austria as Franz Huber. His parents 
Rosalia Huber and Franz Bachmeier were servants. 
Since they were both too poor to be married or raise 
their own children, Franz was actually raised by his 
grandmother. His biological father later married a 
richer woman from another farm. Franz could not get 
a higher education in the countryside and during the 
First World War there was a great famine in this re-
gion. His situation changed suddenly in 1917 when 
his mother married the farmer whom she was work-
ing for, Heinrich Jägerstätter.  Then Franz’ last name 
was changed to Jägerstätter and he lived on the farm 
where there was enough to eat. Through his new 
family Franz had access to books and he started to 
read and discovered his love for education. As a 
young man he worked in the iron industry in the 
Steiermark.  With this income Franz bought a motor-
cycle with which he is illustrated in our chapel in the 
stained glass window (see the front cover). He was 
the first person in his village to own such a vehicle. 
Franz inherited the farm and on April 9th 1936, he 
married Franziska Schwaninger. They had three 
daughters named Maria, Aloisia and Rosalia. 
 

On the 12th of March 1938, Austria was annexed by 
Germany under Adolf Hitler. Franz and some other 
farm-owners were given the opportunity of becoming 
the new mayor of the village. But all mayors had to 
accept Nazi doctrine and had to cooperate with the 
new government.  Through his readings about Ca-
tholicism and his practising of the Catholic belief, 
Franz realised very soon that his religion could not to 
be reconciled with the ideas of the Nazis. He became 
an opponent of the new regime and so he refused to 
become the new mayor. On April 10th 1938, an elec-
tion about the annexation of Austria took place and 
Franz was the only person in his village to vote 
against it. Franz did not make any donations to the 
NSDAP (“Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiter-

partei”, the party of the Nazis) and it became more 
and more clear to everyone that he was not in favour 
of them.  
 

In June of the same year Franz was called up to mili-
tary service in the Nazi Army, but soon returned to 
his farm through the intervention of the mayor.  In 
October he was called up again. This time Franz 
trained with the military, but never fought in the 
front lines. In April 1941 his home parish told the 
authorities that Franz was a sacristan, which was 
considered a “reserved occupation” that exempted 
him from military service. Because Franz had felt 
uncomfortable in the military, he proclaimed pub-
licly that fighting for Hitler was irreconcilable with 
his Catholic faith. Saying that openly at this time 
would certainly lead to the death penalty. His family 
and friends tried to change his mind in case he would 
be called up again, telling him that he had a responsi-
bility to provide for his family. Franz consulted the 
bishop of Linz, Josef Fließer, with this issue.  Fearful 
that Jägerstätter might be a spy for the Gestapo, the 
Bishop tried to convince Franz to serve in the mili-
tary.  During this time period, the Gestapo was giv-
ing the church a lot a pressure. Eight out of twelve 
priests from the deanery had been arrested by the 
Nazis.  So the bishop might have been trying to pro-
tect Franz and the church in his diocese. Only his 
wife Franziska fully supported Franz in his decision 
although she knew about the consequences. 

 

On February 23rd 1943 he was called up again and he 
went to Enns on the 1st of March. There he pro-
claimed his conscientious objection and he was 
brought to a military prison in Linz, where he found 
out that he was not the only person refusing to fight 
for Hitler. On the 4th of May he was brought to Ber-
lin-Tegel and on July 6th he was sentenced to death.  
Franz Jägerstätter was beheaded on the 9th of August 
1943 in a prison in Brandenburg an der Havel.  
 

After the war, his urn was brought to St. Radegund 
to be entombed there on the 9th of August 1946. Pope 
Benedict XVI confirmed the martyrdom of Franz 

On Friday, June 1, 2007, Pope Benedict XVI, promulgated the decree of the Martyrdom of the Servant of 
God, Franz Jägerstätter. His window is found in the chapel of the Newman Centre. This decree now paves 
the way for his possible beatification. Student campus minister, Johannes Waller, theology student from 
Germany, offers some insights on the martyrdom of Franz Jägerstätter.  
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You will note there is construc-
tion on the roof and porches on 

t h e east side of the Newman Centre 
House.  This work is to further the 10-year mainte-
nance plan for the house prepared a few years ago in 
consultation with the Archdiocese of Toronto and 
Larkin Architect Limited. In 2004, the fire and 
safety systems were upgraded in the house, with the 
addition of a new fire alarm and sprinkler system.  
The retaining wall to the south and west of the prop-
erty was rebuilt and restored in 2005.  This past fall 
(2006), the roofs over the first floor porch and the 
Oak Room were repaired and recovered. In addition, 
the chimney of the Oak Room has been re-pointed 
(replacement of mortar joints between bricks). 
  

The work being done this year (spring/summer 
2007) includes the replacement of the asphalt shin-
gles and gutters over the northeast wing of the 
house. The porches and balconies are undergoing 
significant structural repairs due to water penetra-
tion and wood deterioration expected of a House 
over 100 years old. Finally, the red slate roof on the 
dome over the round 3rd floor balcony will be re-
placed.  
  

We decided to embark on these projects as a duty of 
care and responsibility to our occupants and parish-
ioners and to the historical preservation of the build-
ing itself. Given the historical nature of the House, 
built in 1890, we also had to work specifically with 
contractors and firms familiar with historic houses.  
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Jägerstätter on June 1st, 2007. Therefore, the process 
of beatification can now be arranged.  

 

The personal conflicts of Franz Jägerstätter 
Franz did not refuse the military service completely. 
In the beginning he believed the church’s teaching 
that under certain circumstances Catholics could be 
allowed to serve in a war. That is probably why he 
followed the first two call-ups and other people  
called him back to the village. It was not his own 
initiative to return to his family. Through a spiritual 
process during his time in the military, Franz arrived 
at the conclusion that what the army did in this war 
was sinful. Shortly before his execution he offered to 
serve in the war as a medic, which would not be a sin 
as he judged then.  Earlier in the war, he had refused 
to serve in this position because it was indirectly 
helping the Nazis. 

 

Franz thought a lot about morals and the sense of 
evil in the world. He concluded that the church in 
Austria had not had the courage to refuse national-
socialism when Germany and Austria were unified 
(although Franz was not the only critic).  Franz criti-
cised the church and his society for being silent. On 
the other hand there had been resistance in the 
church as many priests were arrested by the Nazis in 

Austria. Franz doubted the justification of the Ger-
man war against Russian bolshevism, in which Hitler 
appealed to Christians to fight against the atheistic 
Communists.  He expressed all his thoughts in letters 
to friends and the family. 

 

The conflict arose when he realised that refusing to 
fight would lead to his death. He had a responsibility 
towards his family to stay alive in order to provide 
for them. There were big fights in the last months of 
Franz’ life between him and family members as well 
as priests who all wanted to convince him to go to 
war in order to protect his family. Since his wife 
alone supported him in his decision, she was even 
accused later of having caused the death of her hus-
band. Franz was not only fighting against the govern-
ment, but also against his own friends and family. He 
gave witness to the greater love, to God, with an in-
credible trust in the divine guidance in those turbu-
lent and horrific times against all discouragement. 
That makes him courageous and admirable for us. 
His faith and trust in God should be an example for 
us in our times. Let us meditate upon Franz and upon 
our time where we are called to stand firm in our 
faith amidst a world becoming all too secular and 
less inclined to hear to witnesses to the Gospel of 
love.   
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On July 28th & 29th , members of the Newman Centre will be riding throughout the beautiful Bruce Penin-
sula in western Ontario in the “Cycling for Children” Bike Tour.  The event is organized by Christian Child 
Care International, a Canadian Catholic charity and all funds raised will go towards the construction of a 
school in Cameroon.  The Bike Tour will take place over two days and one night will be spent at the Wiar-
ton Outdoor Centre.  Anyone interested in cycling and helping children while building community please 
email John Humphries at newmanjph@yahoo.ca.    

I wish to thank Patrick Douglas, our business man-
ager at the Newman Centre, for his dedicated efforts 
in coordinating this work. 
  

We continue to thank the Archdiocese of Toronto, 
without whose funding commitment and support we 
could not engage these building priorities. The cost 
of this year's project is $217,591.  We also appreciate 
the patience of the community during this time of 
construction, as well as the campus ministers and 
staff in residence 
  

It is important to note that the funding for this reno-
vation is strictly through the generosity of the Arch-
diocese and is not drawn from the operating budget 
of the parish and chaplaincy. The Archdiocese con-
tinues to offer financial support to the chaplaincy 
efforts of the Newman Centre, which is also sup-
ported by income from student residents, parishion-
ers (through the weekly collections), the Newman 
Foundation, and those who believe in and support the 
great need for a Catholic presence and parish at the 
University. Each year the Newman Foundation holds 
a fundraising reception at the Newman Centre, a ma-
jour event, to help raise funds to assist the Archdio-
cese in its efforts to support the needs of the New-
man Centre chaplaincy and the restoration projects. 
The next  fundraising reception is to be held on 
Tuesday, October 30th, at 6:30 p.m.  Kindly consider 
offering a donation to this cause. Naturally, dona-
tions are also welcome at any time of the year and 
tax receipts issued.  
  

For those not familiar with the history of the New-

man Centre or the history of the St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church (built in 1927), information is available by 
clicking on the "history" page of our website: 
http://www.newmantoronto.com.  
 

In more recent years, the Newman Centre was sold 
to the Archdiocese of Toronto (1995) by the New-
man Foundation, appreciating that the diocese would 
continue to provide chaplaincy support for the Ro-
man Catholic community at the University of To-
ronto.  The Newman Centre was also featured in 
recent months on the local Roger's Cable network 
series, "Structures", highlighting the history and the 
many fine details of the House and chapel. DVD 
copies of that particular show can be ordered directly 
through Roger's Cable TV for $10. 
  

I wish to assure all parishioners of my desire to be as 
careful and accountable as I can be to the various 
needs of both the Centre and the Chapel. I am confi-
dent we are working on projects we simply cannot 
avoid, nor should avoid, if we are to ensure the pres-
ervation, safety, and on-going care of both the House 
and chapel. The Newman Centre has come to mean 
so many things to so many people over the years, 
most particularly a spiritual home. I am grateful to 
all within our community who continue to show such 
devotion, interest, and commitment to ensuring the 
Newman Centre remains a vital presence at the Uni-
versity, for years to come. May God bless you and 
let us continue to pray for one another. 
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 This summer, during July we invite parishioners to donate perennials of any size, shape, or colour to the 
gardens around either the Newman chapel or Centre. Feel free to walk around the site and perhaps find a 
spot in the gardens you might like to add a perennial. You may wish to bring your perennials on Sunday 
before Mass and drop them off at the Centre. Jose Gonzalez will be in charge of the gardens this summer. 
For further information, contact him at:  facilities@newmantoronto.com. 
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May 
May 7, 2006 $2,278.50 May 6, 2007  $ 2,556.68  

May 14, 2006 $2,032.06 May 13, 2007  $ 2,860.57  
May 21, 2006 $1,898.57 May 20, 2007  $ 1,310.44  
May 28, 2006 $2,513.91 May 27, 2007  $ 2,264.48  

Pre-Authorized Giving $1,505.50 Pre-Authorized Giving  $ 1,885.90  

Total: $10,228.54 Total: $10,878.07 
    

YTD Total 2006: $66,060.74 YTD Total 2007: $69,415.52 
    

ShareLife 2006 Total $16,618.00 ShareLife 2007  
Campaign to date 

$19,777.39 

Papal Charities 2006 $446.30 Papal Charities 2007 $334.00 

Many thanks to all who contributed to the Newman Centre so far in 2007.  It's only through your generous 
support that we can develop an active Catholic presence on the University of Toronto campus.  Your finan-
cial support really does make a difference!  Remember Newman also when considering charitable donations 
or when preparing your will. God Bless you for your support. 

�����������
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Two parishioners of the Newman Centre, Sr. Pat Boucher and Sr. Pat Macaulay, of the Sisters of the 
St. Joseph, soon depart to begin their new ministry in Fort James, British Columbia, along with Sr. 
Jane Dwyer. Fr. Pat invites the prayers of the community for their important ministry and invites all 
to wish them a fond farewell on Sunday, July 8, with a special blessing at the 11:00 a.m. Mass. We 
are grateful for their witness of faith amongst us. 

�
�����
�����  
* Bible Study Group: The meeting time has changed to Thursdays, from 7:30—9:00 pm in the 
Cardinal Newman Room of the Newman Centre. 
Facilitator: Howard Jung (contact: howard.jung@gmail.com) 
* Friday, July 13th, 9 pm: "Soirée Française"! Open to all French speakers in the parish! 'Venez' 
for some  French food, French games and 'tout ce qui est francais'!!!!!    
* Saturday, July 14th: Restaurant Club: Jazz Night at Reservoir Lounge. Please contact Eric Luvi-
sotto by the 9th of July at luvis8@hotmail.com to reserve seats!! 

�����
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Fr. Joe Pena will be our guest homilist on Sunday, July 8th, as part of our annual archdiocesan sup-
port of the missions.  A second collection will be taken up in support of the missions. the same 
weekend. Let us pray for all who work as missionaries throughout the world and for those they 
serve.    

 !"!#$%�!�&�'� �%!'�!����()��������
���*  
In 1967 it was created by the Canadian Bishops. A celebration of the 40th anniversary will happen 
in many places across Canada. Here in Toronto the D&P 40th Anniversary Celebration will occur 
on Friday, Oct.26 and Saturday, Oct. 27. Please mark your calendars now for these great events!  
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 José González invites anyone interested in gardening to join him every Saturday morning, during 
the month of July, from 10:00 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Newman Centre, to be followed by a barbecue.  
Contact  José  at:  facilities@newmantoronto.com  

 Jul. 1 - 11 a.m. Jul. 1 - 7 p.m. Jul. 8 - 11 a.m. Jul. 8 - 7 p.m. Jul. 15 - 11 a.m. 

Sacristan Patrick Kniss Julie Wright John Humphries Vivian Kwok Patrick Kniss 

Servers 
Jose Gonzalez Vivian Kwok Pamela Carriere Ren Rejante Megan Kingvisser 
SCM SCM SCM SCM SCM 

Hospitality 

Catherine Duff Tara Mackenzie Patrick Kniss Katie Murphy Doug Valentine 
Maureen Rocchi Katie Murphy Marisa            Sebastien Fournier Marianne Moroney 

Claudia Rodriguez Serge Paquet Miriam Kingvisser Francis Kung Maureen Rocchi 
SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) 

Lectors 

Katherine Rouleau Jason Rodgers Peter Warrian Cecilia Wagner Joan Gregson 
Liz Smart Martin Sweeny Margaret Dougherty Leanne Baltutis John Kennedy 
Doug Valentine   Marie Gleason   Bernard Kingvisser 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Anna Hecold Kim Gottfried Eileen Richard Jason Rodgers Larry Carriere 
John Kennedy Andrij              Larry Richard Carla Serrano Marietta Carriere 

Bernard Kingvisser Leanne Baltutis Francesca Scorsone Peter Baltutis Sr. Terry Dalla 
Diane Lauziere Howard Jung Mary Vachon Catherine Duff Ana de Melo 
Toni O'Shea Yvonne Mullan Natalie Comeau Leona Fernandes Virgilio de Melo 

      

 Jul. 15 - 7 p.m. Jul. 22 - 11 a.m. Jul. 22 - 7 p.m. Jul. 29 - 11 a.m. Jul. 29 - 7 p.m. 

Sacristan Tara Mackenzie John Kennedy Andy Filarski John Humphries Julie Wright 

Servers 
Vivian Kwok Jose Gonzalez Ren Rejante Pamela Carriere Vivian Kwok 
SCM SCM SCM SCM SCM 

Hospitality 

Serge Paquet Catherine Duff Tara Mackenzie Patrick Kniss Katie Murphy 
Catherine Duff Claudia Rodriguez Robert Mason Miriam Kingvisser Francis Kung 
Robert Mason Marisa            Sebastien Fournier Marianne Moroney Tara Mackenzie 

SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) 

Lectors 

Bill Bobey Grace McSorley Susan Fohr Fergal Nolan Lindsay Keep 
Joshua Dey Carmela Miliucci Andrij Harasy- Toni O'Shea Yvonne Mullan 

  John Miliucci   Eileen Richard   

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Andy Filarski Diane Doran Howard Jung May Haden- Glorianna Coutinho 

Jose Gonzalez Kevin Doran Yvonne Mullan Konrad Hanz Catherine Duff 
Kim Gottfried Ed Filippozzi Jason Rodgers Anna Hecold Leona Fernandes 
Andrij              Louise Grummitt Carla Serrano John Kennedy Andy Filarski 

Leanne Baltutis Paul Nolan Peter Baltutis Bernard Kingvisser Jose Gonzalez 
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Ship moored at: 539 Queens Quay West  

(between Bathurst St. and Lower Spadina Ave at the Marina Quay West) �
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