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The Holy Trinity
Andrei Rublev, Circa 1410-20 A.D.
Tretiakov Gallery, Moscow, Russia.
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One of the most basic and foundational elements of our Christirrdais in the doctrine of the Trin
ity. This is certainly not the easiest tenant of our faith to cikpdet, for all of the mental gymnastic
required in order to contemplate the Triune nature of God, one fiatishis stretching is well worth
the effort. As a community of faith, we continually rely on God's gmrreenature to sustain us wit
graces and blessings to see us through the difficulties of lifes. therefore good to reflect upon the
hand which shelters, nurtures, and guides us, and to spend time getting th&r®ad in whom we
live, and move, and have our being.
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How can we begin to contemplate the Trinity?
One way the Trinity can be contemplated is through divine artth©oover of this month's bulletin is
the famous icon of the Trinity, painted by Russian artist Andrei é&bh 1410. Although it is
thought that the original intention of this piece of art may have treeepict the angels who visited
Abraham and Sarah at the Oak of Mamre, this image offers ghweahaterial for reflection when
contemplating the Triune nature of God. The image is chalk fulfrabslism, designed to assist the
viewer in reflecting on the profound mystery of God, and the lifb®fTrinity. For example, one sees
that the three faces in this painting are identical, which points to the unity of Tersmm®in one God-
head. While the clothing of each figure is slightly different, eacidorned in some manner with| a
blue garment, which is representative of their unified divinity. pimpose of such subtle detail is to
remind us of the distinctiveness of persons in the Trinity, whiléTtiree are One in their divine na-
ture.

Working from left to right, we see the Father, the Son, and the Halig. SPhe Spirit is found on the
right, and is inclined toward both the Father and the Son, whil€hhist figure is found at the center
of the picture, and is extending two fingers to represent both histhamebhis divine nature. Both the
Spirit and the Son are inclined towards the Father, and this caiderm/with food for thought about
the nature of the internal relationships found within the Trinity. Vihanportant to note about this
piece of art, is that these figures are seated at a mmhlenanner which calls to mind the celebration of
the Eucharist. Key to this icon, however, is that one side offlle has been left open! This ‘open
spot at the table' is an invitation for us to draw near, and to enter into a deeper higatiithsthe Tri-
personal God.

How is the Trinity present in the Liturgy?

Although the liturgy of the Eucharist is embedded with referenc@sirigarian theology, some cita
tions of this doctrine are more apparent than others. It is oftgnardn we make an effort to 'tune
our ears' and become conscious of the presence of the Trinity irasethvat these inferences become
alive with meaning. With the exception, perhaps, of Trinity Sundaye fkemo usual mention of the
actual word "Trinity" in the Mass. This parallels the tgathat while there is no actual mention of the
word "Trinity" in the Bible, Catholics know the Trinitarian God togresent in Scripture, albeit in a
subtle form.

With some reflection, it becomes clear that every Roman Catlitaligy has a Trinitarian framework
The Trinity is insinuated several times during the Eucharistiebration by systematically using the
name of each Person of the Trinity in turn in the context of pray@ne of the most obvious ways the
Trinity is included in a Eucharistic celebration is by being @ygd as bookends to the entire liturgy,
as Catholics profess to both begin and go ftirttthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of|th
Holy Spirit." The importance of these familiar words is underscored by trad attion of tracing the




form of a cross over one's upper body. In terms of music, you halialpy noticed that it is fairly

common for older hymns from the Catholic Book of Worship to have thrémioverses, with either

an entire verse dedicated to mentioning each particular person Diirtitg, or to save the last vers
for solid Trinitarian endorsement. Other obvious sections d¥ites which reveal Trinitarian theo

ogy are the Gloria, and the creed, both of which have identifiablersecedicated to each particular

e

Person of the Trinity. Similarly, the intercessory prayers, vare another standard component of the

liturgy, are Trinitarian in that they are presented to God, askéthrist's name, through the Ho
Spirit.  This is the same formula used at the pinnacle of the,Md@gshe consecration of bread al
wine, when the priest prays on behalf of the entire community tbf faihrough Him, with Him, and
in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, Alnyigtdather, forever and
ever." By responding to this prayer of praise with our "Amen", we areircoiny our faith in the Tri-
une nature of God.

How is the Trinity made apparent at the Newman Center?
Here at the Newman Center, there is an interesting decolajivet, which (with some imagination

reinforces the importance of the Trinity in our space of worshiperdis a triangle formed betwee

three prominent items in the sanctuary; which are representitigach Person of the Trinity. Th
largest window in the building has not been decorated with stainesl ajigmctures of saints, as or
might expect to find in a church. It does, however, allow for a giealtof natural light to infiltrate
the building, and this symbolism can be attached to the FirsbPef the Trinity (God the Father
who is not normally represented by any particular shape or form,Hmutsanonetheless often asso
ated with light. The light that passes through this window, therefarénds us of two importan

things; firstly, that "no one has seen the Father”. This symhaitofichable light is employed to re

mind us both of God's transcendence, and that "the heavens are telling the glory of God." Addi

this window calls to mind the Creation narrative found in the book of skenehereby God com-
mands, "Let there be light", and then separates the light from tkieeda on the first day. This theme

of light and darkness is one which is carried through scripturésamgkd to speak of Christ being t
light of the world.

Directly opposite this window is a large crucifix suspended behindlthe This is our most obviou
representation of the Second Person of the Trinity (God the Son),hathbaleath of Jesus and t
glorified Christ are depicted in this symbol. The Trinitarian dimension of treh&ladystery is made
clear when one considers that when the life, death, and resurrectimisif are held together, it be
comes a redemptive event. This outpouring of Jesus' life in an lagedhvites us to set Christ as tt
example on which we model our own lives. In this way, we areeaed in the image and likeness
God, through the example of the Son, and with the support and strength of th8gitdly In the
words of Meister Eckhart; "God's chief aim is giving birth. isleever content until he begets his S
in us. And the soul too is in no way content until the Son is lbohei.” By rooting our faith in the
Paschal Mystery, we are being invited into the life of the fifidind are thereby able to experien
redemption and re-creation.

Finally, (and what is somewhat of a more recent addition to theusaycis the painting which ha
been fitted to hang directly over the wall casing for the oilgl us@anointing during baptisms and co
firmations, as well as other sacramental times. The imagfeGod the Holy Spirit is plain to see i
this piece of artwork, as the Third Person of the Trinity is degiby glowing white streams of ribbo

Y
nd

2N

ne

Cl
C

n

tional

ne

ne

)

e
of

flickering up through a background of a variety of melding bright colours.




What is striking about the positioning of the these three elementsyéuvsgthat at the center of th
three dimensional triangle they create lies the baptismal font. The prdyelsaccompany the Sacrz
ment of Baptism are rich in Trinitarian references, as therws blessed and poured, the oil is us
and a candle is lit all in the three Names of the One God.ednaeir most prominent Scriptural refe
ence for this Sacrament, that of the Baptism of Jesus in #reJdvdan, is typically the passage m
solidly connected with the identification of the three Persons of the God-headBiibléne

In brief, a Trinitarian theology is a key component to the worshipceesr of our parish and, indeed,
all Roman Catholic Eucharistic liturgies. Although the word "Tylhitself is seldom used, a close
observation of the format of the liturgy and of individual prayersaeadds shows that the three P
sons of the Trinity are made mention of quite frequently. Howévisr|eft up to us, the members ¢
the congregation toecognizethese Trinitarian references, through word, sacrament, art, aretl s
space, as we strive to enter into a full, active, and consciotisigation of the Mass. This, of cours
can only be done as God is revealed in Christ through the workings ldbi&pirit in the heart of
each believer.

—— by Lindsay Keep, student and parishioner of the Newman Cen
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TheNewman Centre Youth Councilcoordinates social, recreational and spiritual evemttho
young people in our parish. The activities are designed for stu(eits undergrad and gra
school) as well as young professionals in their twentiestartk$ (although we nevaiheck ID!)

The goal of the Youth Council is to build community and fellowshipragst the young people ¢
the parish and to deepen their spiritual lives.

For more information, visit our websitettp://www.newmantoronto.com/youth.htm, or contact
us at:newman.youth.council@gmail.com New members are always welcome!

UPCOMING EVENTS—JUNE 2007
* Wednesday, June 6, 2007A New Bible Study Group is forming at the Newman Centré t
will meet every Wednesday from 7:00—9:00 pm in the Cardinal NewRoom of the Newma
Centre. Specifically designed for Youth Council Members, this group willhgsEloly Scriptures
to explore the many facets of modern Catholicism.
Facilitator:Howard Jung (contact:howard.jung@gmail.com)

* Saturday, June 9, 2007IMPROV/Greek Night! The Youth Council is launching a new nest
rant club that will meet once a month to explore the culidargrsity of Toronto. This, the inau
gural outing, will be to Greek-Town to visit one of Torontossimauthentic Greek Restaurant
Afterwards, the group will continue to a nearby Improv Comgthp. To reserve your place fg
dinner and comedy, contdétic at:luvis8@hotmail.com

* Wednesday, June 20, 2007Come and cheer on tA@ronto Maple Leafs Baseball Teamas
they take on the Hamilton Thunderbirds. The First Pitch is 7:30 ghdtie Pits Baseball Dia

mond. Please meet at 7:15 pm at the corner of Christie and Bi&erthie Bloor subway West to

Christie station). Bring a blanket to sit on and a Picnic Dinner!
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From June 15 to 22, 2008, Canada will host tHelagrnational Eucharistic Congress in Quebec

City. Fifteen thousand participants from our country and abroaexgected to attend this major

ecclesial event, in addition to the thousands of others whoakil part in public activities sur
rounding the Congress.

Catholics from all parts of Canada are invited to becowmgfess partners, first of all by takin
advantage of this opportunity to renew their faith in the Eucharist, and setgriadyping to fund

g

the numerous activities included in the program. The registratioofdleef Congress has been set

low to encourage the greatest possible participation.

Religious communities, Catholic movements, governments and spomsas have already

pledged their financial support for the Congress. Howeverillinat be possible to balance th
budget without a contribution form the faithful of the Catholic Church in Ganad

This is why a collection, in a special envelope, will be takenn all Canadian churches on t
weekend of the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ, June 10, 2007.

It goes without saying that the congress organizers ardiaguon your generosity to ensure t
success of this gathering whose spiritual fruits will mestainly have a positive effect on the li
of our Church. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

For further information, you can also consult the web sitenat.cei2008.ca

A performance of Classical piano music by Larissa Doherty audielle Kolenko, featuring
works by Bach, Mozart, Beethoven and Chopin. A few 20th-centuryicnaugprises too!
Sunday, June 10th, 2007 at 2:30pm in the Newman Centre chapel. Frefewnitigs will be ac-
cepted with proceeds going toward the Newman Centre Music Ministry.

Details to follow.

Wednesday, June 6, 2007 at 6:00pm, Newman Centre, 89 St. George Street Toronto, ON.

Agenda items will include: membership update, chairman’s tefioancial report, election o
directors, operations review of the Newman Centre.

Current and new members are welcome to attend. Light refeegfmwill be served. To plan fa
food, please RSVP to Joan Hogan by ensLretary@newmantoronto.camn by phone, 416-
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979-2468 ext. 221.




Jun. 3 - 11 a.m. Jun. 3 -7 p.m. Jun. 10 - 11 a.m. Jun. 10 - 7 p.m.
Sacristan |John Kennedy Tara Mackenzie Patrick Kniss Julie Wright
Jose Gonzalez Vivian Kwok Megan Kingvisser Ren Rejante
Servers Igc scM scM scM
Doug Valentine $erge Paquet Qatherine Duff Tgra Mac kenzie
Hospitality Mglrisa D.'Alegsan— Seba§tien Fournier |Marianne Moroqey Ropert Mason
Miriam Kingvisser |Francis Kung Maureen Rocchi Katie Murphy
SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2)
Margaret Dougherty (Bill Bobey John Kennedy Andrij Harasy-
Lectors [Marie Gleason Susan Fohr Bernard Kingvisser |Lindsay Keep
Joan Gregson Grace McSorley
Bernard Kingvisser [Carla Serrano Francesca Scorsone |Andy Filarski
Diane Lauziere Peter Baltutis Mary Vachon Jose Gonzalez
Eucharistic . . . . . .
Ministers |1oNi O'Shea Glorianna Coutinho |Larry Carriere Kim Gottfried
Eileen Richard Catherine Duff Marietta Carriere Leanne Baltutis
Larry Richard Leona Fernandes Natalie Comeau Yvonne Mullan
Jun. 17 - 11 a.m. Jun. 17 -7 p.m. Jun. 24 -11a.m Jun. 24 -7 p.m.
Sacristan [John Humphries Andy Filarski John Kennedy Vivian Kwok
Pamela Carriere Vivian Kwok Megan Kingvisser Ren Rejante
Servers Isem ScMm scMm scMm
Patrick Kniss Katie Murphy Doug Valentine Serge Paq  uet
.. |Claudia Rodriguez |Tara Mackenzie Miriam Kingvisser Francis Kung
Hospitality Marisa D'Alessan- |Sebastien Fournier |Marianne Moroney Robert Mason
SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2)
Carmela Miliucci Yvonne Mullan Toni O'Shea Janna-Jo Phillips
Lectors [John Miliucci Mary Perrotta Eileen Richard Catherine Rodgers
Fergal Nolan Larry Richard
Sr. Terry Dalla Andrij Harasy- Ed Filippozzi Glorianna Coutinho
Ana de Melo Howard Jung Louise Grummitt Catherine Duff
Eucharistic |jrgilio de Melo Jason Rodgers Paul Nolan Leona Fernandes
Ministers Diane Doran Carla Serrano May Haden- Andy Filarski
Kevin Doran Peter Baltutis Konrad Hanz Jose Gonzalez

Mark your calendars for next year’s big Newman follow-up pilgrimage. 10atefys,995
+ airport tax.
Details are posted on our website at: http://newmantoronto.com/holylamapidg08.htm




Archbishop Thomas Collins visits Newman Centre May 6, 2007
Highlights:

http://www.newmantoronto.com/photosarchbishopcollins.htm




