
NEWMAN CENTRE   
JUNE 2008 

Celebrating the Priestly Ordination of Father Edwar d J. Curtis 
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* Photos © Bill Wittman.  Used by permission.. 
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     Deacon Ed Curtis was among seven men 
ordained to the Priesthood on Saturday, May 10th, 
by his Grace Archbishop Thomas Collins, at St. 
Michael's Cathedral, Toronto.  It was a beautiful and 
sunny day and the Cathedral was filled to capacity; 
many others stood outside and listened with the help 
of loudspeakers set up to accommodate them. The 
Mass which celebrated the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders was filled with joy and truly awe-inspiring. 
One could sense the presence of God in so many 
ways throughout the sacramental liturgy and in 
the spirit and enthusiasm of all who came to 
celebrate. The fact that the Ordination Day just 
happened to fall on the same weekend as Pentecost 
perhaps only enhanced it all the more. The gifts, 
talents, prayers and faith of the whole community  
were clearly evident as seven new priests were 
prayerfully supported and "sent forth" by the whole 
community. All seemed united around the 
Archbishop  as one community under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit.  It was a very memorable and 
moving experience.      
     I have known Ed Curtis perhaps the longest of his 
classmates, particularly in my role as Vocations 
Director from 1991-2000. I still recall the day he 
made a phone call to my office enquiring about the  
possibly of making a retreat at the seminary; even 
then, I felt this man seemed to possess unusual 
courage for one so young. The conviction in his 
voice  made me realize his call was more than a 
simple  enquiry; little did I realize, until the end of 
our conversation, that he was only 15 years old!  
What a surprise!  While normally a person needs to 
be at least 18 years old to attend a retreat at the 
seminary, he did find strength and inspiration in 
knowing that I took him quite seriously and that I 
would continue to assist him in his conviction that 
he might have a vocation. Over the years, Ed would 
often say that he had “fallen in love” with the God 
who loved him first.  
     Ed continued to work in his local church, St. 
Clare’s Parish, having the support of many 
wonderful role models, serving as a musician, cantor 
and choir director, and sharing his faith with Sisters, 
pastoral workers, clergy, and of course his family 
and friends. He kept in touch and finally entered 
Serra House and St. Augustine's Seminary. During 

his seminary formation Ed spent two summers as 
a Campus Minister at the Newman Centre and so 
came to appreciate the support of another 
community. More recently, I was honoured to learn 
he wanted me to preach at his First Mass.   
     I must admit I struggled with how to approach 
the homily, even up to the day of his Ordination! To 
my delight, the inspiration I sought finally came on 
the actual day of his Ordination; surprisingly, it was 
not during the Mass (as beautiful as that was); it 
came shortly after Mass, in the gardens behind the 
Cathedral. The newly ordained had gathered there to 
greet their Archbishop and to take pictures. A few 
other people had also made their way to the garden, 
including a woman by the name of Mary Benicasa 
(Fr. Ed’s godmother and good friend). She managed 
to find him in order to surprise him with the gift of 
his baptismal candle that she had found. She lit the 
candle as she entered the garden. The scene of her 
presenting the candle to Fr. Ed on the day of his  
Ordination was truly an inspiring moment to all who 
witnessed it. In this single gesture, she captured a lot 
of meaning. The symbol of his initial moment of 
“yes” to God when he had been baptized and 
welcomed into the church was a powerful reminder 
of the ways in which one’s baptismal commitment 
continues to unfold in the Christian life to other 
moments of “yes”.  The "yes" of Fr. Ed’s baptismal 
commitment so many years earlier continued to bear 
fruit, resulting in other graced moments of "yes", 
including the "yes" of  his priesthood.    
     During the First Mass, on Pentecost Sunday, 
when the whole community renewed their baptismal 
vows, I invited Fr. Ed's parents (and godmother) to 
once again hold the candle in the same church he 
had been baptized in so many years ago, and in the 
same location where they had held him as a child in 
their arms, while inviting all present to take a 
moment in which to thank God for the gift of their   
baptism. 
     Perhaps it might be a helpful spiritual exercise,  
from time to time, to light our baptismal candles 
once again, reflecting on the many ways in which  
we have journeyed with God in faith all the years 
since our initial baptism.  
   
                                                             ~ Fr. Pat 
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Sunday, July 20, 2008 after the 11 a.m. Mass      
 

Charbonnel Lounge Courtyard, Elmsley Hall,  
St. Michael’s College, 81 St. Mary Street 

 
Tickets: $20 each (Children under 10 free)  

Donations are welcome to help subsidize those who may need financial assistance. 

Please find enclosed a cheque payable to the “Newman Centre”  
for ____ adults @ $20 each and ____ children under 10 (no charge) for the 

���������	
���
	�����
������
  Name: ___________________________________________ 
  Address: _________________________________________ 
  Phone: ___________________________________________ 
  Email: ___________________________________________ 

PLEASE SEND IN 
THIS FORM BY 

SUNDAY, JULY 13 

Limited attendance for each event.  Send in your cheque along with each form below to reserve 
or drop off after Sunday Mass to the Reception Desk in the New

Please contact Hector Acero for more information at 416
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Light Cajun Buffet, Cruise and Dancing 

Saturday, August 16, 2008, Boarding Time: 6 P.M.      
 

Jubilee Queen moored at: 539 Queens Quay West  
(between Bathurst St. and Lower Spadina Ave at the Marina Quay West)  

 

Tickets: $45 each ($35 for children ages 2-7; children under 2 free) 
Donations are welcome to help subsidize those who may need financial assistance. 

Please find enclosed a cheque payable to the “Newman Centre”  
for ____ attendees @ $45 each, ____ children 2-7 @ $35 each and ___ children under 2 (free) 

for the �������
�����	�
���
  Name: ___________________________________________ 
  Address: _________________________________________ 
  Phone: ___________________________________________ 
  Email: ___________________________________________ 

PLEASE SEND IN 
THIS FORM BY 

SUNDAY, AUG. 10 

Limited attendance for each event.  Send in your cheque along with each form below to reserve your spot, by mail to Newman Summer Events, 89 St. George Street, Toronto, ON  M5S 2E8 
or drop off after Sunday Mass to the Reception Desk in the Newman Centre house.  Receipt of payment will be sent by email.   

Please contact Hector Acero for more information at 416-979-2468 ext. 225, or email hectoracero@gmail.com 
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 SOUND SYSTEM FUND UPDATE - FINAL COLLECTION JUNE 22  
 

  2nd Collection - May 25                   $2,258.80 
  Total Funds Raised to date:            $32,646.36 
 

We are overwhelmed by the tremendous response to our fundraising campaign for our new sound 
system.  As an incentive to pay off the remaining debt, an anonymous donor will be matching 
funds raised for our 2nd collection at the Masses on Sunday, June 22.  Please be generous! 

Target:                                             $35,000.00 
Remaining Funds to Raise:               $2,353.64 

NEWMAN BIBLE STUDY ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES  
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 

In honour of this being the Year of St. Paul,  Newman will be starting up a summer bible study on 
Acts of Apostles led by Professor Janine Langan in the Newman Centre.  To join contact Howard 
Jung at howard.jung@gmail.com.  All are welcome and invited to bring a friend. 

May 6, 2007 $2,578.21 May 4, 2008 $2,613.93 
May 13, 2007 $2,862.48 May 11, 2008 $2,669.66 
May 20, 2007 $1,310.44 May 18, 2008 $2,377.24 
May 27, 2007 $2,174.48 May 25, 2008 $2,284.68 

Pre-Authorized Giving $1,885.90 Pre-Authorized Giving $2,222.48 
                              Total: $10,811.51                              Total: $12,167.99 

    

         Year to date 2007: $69,314.76          Year to date 2008: $73,299.88 
    

    ShareLife YTD 2007: $18,549.49     ShareLife YTD 2008: $18,221.11 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS REPORT: MAY 2008  

SHARELIFE COLLECTION - JUNE 15 
We appreciate all your support to our ShareLife campaign to date.  We will be having a second 

collection at both Masses on Sunday, June 15.  Envelopes will be available in the church. 

WORLD YOUTH DAY - TORONTO CELEBRATION 
JULY 17-20, 2008  

His Grace, Archbishop Thomas Collins is encouraging all young people between the ages of 14-
35 to attend the Office of Catholic Youth’s Regional World Youth Day celebration to be held at 
Martyr’s Shrine in Midland, July 17-20.  Please register immediately by visiting 
www.ocytoronto.org or by calling John Dawson at 416-599-7676 x. 226. 

DOORS OPEN 2008 - THANK YOU TO VOLUNTEERS  
A note of appreciation to all of the volunteers who participated in opening our house and chapel to 
the public for the City of Toronto’s Doors Open event held on Saturday, May 24.  A special thank 
you to Peter Baltutis who coordinated the event and led the tours of the buildings.  It is estimated 
that 800 people visited. 
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Leaders of Liturgical Ministries; to join or to be trained for a ministry, contact persons below.�

 June 8 - 11 a.m. June 8 - 7 p.m. June 15 - 11 a.m. June 15 - 7 p.m. 
Sacristan Patrick Kniss Tara Mackenzie Patrick Kniss Julie Wright 

Servers 
Pamela Carriere Tricia Thomas Jose Gonzalez Terence Colaco 
  Crystal D'Silva   Tricia Thomas 

Hospitality 

Julie Wright Katie Murphy Catherine Duff Serge Paqu et 
Miriam Kingvisser Francis Kung Megan Kingvisser Sebastien Fournier 
Marisa D'Alessandro Serge Paquet Marguerite Pigott Heather Harrison 
Sylvie-Anne Jeanson Heather Harrison Maureen Rocchi Francis Kung 
Lélie Lesage   Claudia Rodriguez   

Lectors 
Larry Richard Shanez Collure Doug Valentine Susan Fohr 
Deirdre Quinn Sam Corrado Peter Warrian Crystal D'Silva 
Marie Gleason   Marie Gleason   

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Sr. Terry Dalla Andy Filarski Louise Grummitt Howard Jung 
Diane Doran Jose Gonzalez Paul Nolan Carla Serrano 
Kevin Doran Konrad Hanz May Haden-Pawlowski Peter Baltutis 
Margaret Dougherty Andrij Harasymowycz John Kennedy Natalie Comeau 
Ed Filippozzi Leanne Baltutis Bernard Kingvisser Glorianna Coutinho 

LPV - PMH* Justyna Bartosyka Paul Nolan 
LPV - MSH± Peggy Li Leona Fernandes 
     

 June 22 - 11 a.m. June 22 - 7 p.m. June 29 - 11 a.m . June 29 - 7 p.m. 

Sacristan Patrick Kniss Andy Filarski John Kennedy Tara Mackenzie 

Servers 
Pamela Carriere Crystal D'Silva Jose Gonzalez Terence Colaco 
  Ren Rejante   Tricia Thomas 

Hospitality 

Brenda Moher Sebastien Fournier Julie Wright Franci s Kung 
Doug Moher Katie Murphy Sylvie-Anne Jeanson Susan Douglas 
Miriam Kingvisser Marta Pap Lélie Lesage Heather Harrison 
Jisoo Shin Serge Paquet Megan Kingvisser Katie Murphy 
Marisa D'Alessandro   Marguerite Pigott   

Lectors 
Margaret Dougherty Janna-Jo Phillips Bernard Kingvisser Martin Sweeny 
Joan Gregson Andrij Harasymowycz Carmela Miliucci Cecilia Wagner 
John Kennedy   John Miliucci   

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Anna Hecold Catherine Duff Larry Carriere Andy Filarski 
Diane Lauziere Leona Fernandes Marietta Carriere Andrij Harasymowycz 
Toni O'Shea Jose Gonzalez Natalie Comeau Carla Serrano 
Larry Richard Konrad Hanz Ana de Melo Leanne Baltutis 
Mary Vachon Howard Jung Virgilio de Melo Glorianna Coutinho 

LPV - PMH* Carmela & John Miliucci   
LPV - MSH± Dong Hoon Lee Mary Pugh 
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As a part of our Team you will engage in 
outreach , liturgy  and community life 
while witnessing to your Catholic faith as a 
student at the University of Toronto.  
Private room and shared or private bath, 
food and utilities are provided at a 
reasonable rate.  To apply, email a short 
biographical summary, including 
information on your spiritual journey, family 
life, academic plans, experience living in 
community or working in ministry (if applicable), along with a statement of why you would 
like to serve as a Student Campus Minister to  Fr. Patrick O'Dea at 
frpatodea@yahoo.com .  Interviews will follow.��More information at newmantoronto.com 
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