Fr. Tim Gallagher, O.M.V., Retreat Director
Saturday, March 25, 2006
2:00 — 5:00 pm
Newman Chapel
A free-will offering is welcome

www.newmantoronto.com
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Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted ugnakes, intertwined in opposite directions wit
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son dfieir heads facing. A pair of wings, representin
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him mayhe swiftness of Hermes, was attached to the staff
have eternal life. For God so loved the world thatabove the snakes. The similarity of the caduceus to
he gave his only Son, so that everyone whthe staff of Aesclepius the healer ( a single serpent
believes in him may not perish but may haveentwined on a staff branched at the top) resulted jin
eternal life. the adoption of the caduceus as a symbol of the
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into thephysician and as the emblem of the medical
world to condemn the world, but in order that theprofession.
world might be saved through him, Those who Serpent-signs of healing such as these have
believe in him are not condemned; but those whelayed a main role in mythological and religiou
do not believe are condemned already, becauskaditions throughout the world and were known t
they have not believed in the name of the only Soour ancient Israelite ancestors as well. John alludes
of God. to the “ liting up” in the time of Moses in the
“And this is the judgment, that the light hasdesert, how he brought a saving power to those
come into the world, and people loved darknessvho were being subjected to death by seraph
rather that light because their deed were evil. Forserpent bites as punishment for their transgressions
all who do evil hate the light and do not come toof the Law. Moses set up a bronze image of [a
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposednake for all to look at. By this sign or symbol h
But those who do what is true come to the light: sintended that all should take a good look at what
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds havevas happening and recognized in it God’'s just
been done in God.” -(John 3:14-21) condemnation of sin. By their faith in this God
who had the power of life or death over them they
“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in thecould be saved.
wildness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up...” The book of Wisdom in the Old Testament has
This is hardly an auspicious way to begin a reading good commentary on the meaning of this bronze
that is supposed to move people to enthusiastiserpent, erected by Moses: “ They had a symbol
service of the Lord. But this simply proves that thesalvation to remind them of the precept of your
Bible is an adult book and needs an adultaw. For he who turned toward it was saved, not
interpretation. This is particularly true regardingby what he saw, but by you, the Saviour of all..,
the above selection from the gospel according té\s a reminder of your injunctions they were stun
John. To better understand John let us spend a feand swiftly were they saved” ( Wisdom 16:6-7,11).
moments re-examining some aspects of Greekollowing suit, the Johannine author incorporate
mythology, this event into the above passage and offered the
According to Greek mythology, Hermes, raised serpent-sign as a type or prefigurement of
messenger of the gods, carried a caduceus e lifted up and crucified Christ.
peace. Among the ancient Greeks and Romans, it The term “ lifted up” exhibits the Johannin
became the badge worn by heralds andlesire for words with double meaning. In additio
ambassadors  signifying their inviolability. to referring to the hoisting of the crucified Jesu
Originally the caduceus was a rod or olive branctonto the gibbet, it also described Jesu
decorated with garlands or ribbons. As timeresurrection from death and his exaltation in glor
passed, the garlands were interpreted as twat God's right hand. With all these inferences i




mind the evangelist assures believers that thosthat God's loving mercy, manifested in the Sor
who would look with faith upon the cross of Christ will take away his sin. Then it will be clear that
would be healed of sin and delivered from death tdhis deeds are done, in God”

enjoy eternal life. Lucking in the background of many questions

People will look upon the crucified Jesus and belirected to Christians is a fundamental challeng

able to see his suffering and death ador all Christians to express their faith in actions.

condemnation of sin, of the sin of humans in theBy comparison with many who disclaim any faith

world. They will also look upon the resurrectedthe Christian is judged harshly as a person who has

and glorified Jesus and see in this glorificationfailed to do anything particularly exceptional.

God's gift of the Spirit which wipes away sin and When it gets down to the crunch of things, the
gives eternal life. What is required for this re-birth Christian has little to show for his faith in Jesus. Is

in the Spirit is faith --“that all who believe may it now sufficient to say that the Christian’s acgon

have eternal life in him” This great act is evidenceare “ done in God"? At the Eucharist, Jesus will be

of God'’s great love for everyone, for all the world. lifted up and we will remember the Church

“God so loved the world that he gave his onlybecause we will proclaim that we are “through

Son”- sent him into the world in order that heJesus, with Jesus and in Jesus offering all hong
could be “lifted up” in this manner and, thus, lift and glory to the Father in the unity of the Holy
up together with him all who would believe in him. Spirit”. This is the very essence of what it mean

God does this so that each individual might not digo be a Christian witness. All is to be done in

but rather have eternal life. Christ Jesus.
God’s sending of his Son, then, while in a In comparison to Jesus we will always fall shor
certain sense an act of judgment, was not an act of the acts done by Jesus for us. Here is the failu

t
re

condemnation but of salvation. Condemnationwhich Jesus transforms and heals and accepts. Qur

springs only from refusal to believe, and that ishumanity and our failure makes public witness that
one’s own fault, one’s own responsibility. It is like we are approachable, yet we rely on the

the person who prefers to walk in darkness rathecommunity to support our acts in accepting ou
that in light, because in the light he will be knownweak efforts to love. The sign of a loving
for what he is, a sinner. But walking in the community is the only valid sign that will make
darkness will not save him. It can only condemnour faith become a genuine reality. A reality
him. He must walk in the light, acknowledge hisworthy of imitation.
sin before the Lord, and, above all, acknowledge

Matthew Otto, Artistic Director

SING HOSANNA! Sharon Riley & Faith Chorale
Saturday, April 8, 2006 8pm
Tickets: $15.00adults $10.00seniors/students

This internationally renowned, Juno award-winning,n@ng-
nominated group’s firm grounding in the tradition of gos
music coupled with their contemporary appeal, set themt d&men other Gospel groups. Th
choral harmonies coupled with rich instrumental backgroundkiding keyboard, bass and drum
render their performance a once in a lifetime, soulisgrexperience! For tickets or informatiot
416-979-2468, Email: concertseries@newmantoronto.com
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A group of parents and children of the Newman Centremie@ecember at the invitation of Fr. Pat

to discuss ways to continue being welcoming towards our shallembers. Many ideas wer

compiled for discussion at the Liturgy and Parish Advisory Cittees. Here is an example @

what we talked about:

- Did you know that the Newman Centre House is open during faspiick diaper changes
bathroom trips, feeding or consoling?

- We are developing a small collection of biblical picture bable can be borrowed by youn
ones for use during Mass (more details to follow).

Newman parents who are interested in the discussion a$ iden join our growing email list,

Together, we have many parent-years of experience to prayipes for raising our children in

this caring Christian community. To add your name tditheplease talk to Libby Groff, Pastora
Advisory Council Member (always searching for coffeiera Mass), or email her at

brown9829@rogers.com

Newman THINK fast 2006

On April 1st and 2nd, Development and Peace will beirgpdiewman’s 1st annual THINKfast

an event to raise awareness and funds for’DevelopmerP@ank initiatives around the world.
During THINKfast, participants fast for 24 hours though then drink juices and water,
Throughout the event we will be holding a number of actwite the Newman Centre, such as

talks, letter writing, exposition.of the blessed sacrdjrjastice prayer services, and movies.
you are interested, you.can participate.in.one of thres:way
1) you can bring a-sleeping bag-/and spend the 24 hours-at tmeale®entre much like a on
night retreat;
2) you can participate and.fast from home and you are welaopétany of the activities at
the Newman Centre that will be scheduled throughouwtbedays. or
3) you can support a person who is ‘participating’ by making a pleatgéhém; Each
participant raises pledges in support-of their goal to go 24hatimout food.
Our goal is to have 100 people participate in the fast@ngize $5000 from the event. There w
be various prizes for participation. If anyone would likeparticipate or has further questior
please email John Humphriesngiwvmanjph@yahoo.aar by phone at 416-979-2468 ext:239.

This group provides an opportunity for members of the Newommmunity to meet and discus
issues raised by the advances of science. The next mestitake place on Monday, March 20 ¢
7:30pm in the Cardinal Newman Room. We will examine thelartThe Fertile Universe: Scienc
and Religion” by George Coyne; a copy will be availabléhatNewman Centre. The group w

also consider the Sunday Gospel reading: John 2:13-25 and Jetih Abare welcome to attend.

No previous experience with the group is required. ContaEt: Rob Allore,
(rob.allore@utoronto.ca)
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March 19th—211am March 26th—7pm

Sacristan Margaret Dougherty Sacristan Julie Wright

ServersPamela Carriere, Megan Kingvisser Servers Sarah Hamilton, Vivian Kwok

Hospitality: Teresa Simm Brian Luna, Marianne  Hospitality:Serge PaquetTina Avolio

Moroney, Student Campus Minister (x2) Sebastien Fournier, Student Campus Minister (x2
Lectors:Eileen Richard, Larry Richard, Katherine Lectors:Andrij Harasymowycz, Ana Garcia
Rouleau Eucharistic MinistersMatt Macdonald, Keri-Lee
Eucharistic MinistersAna de Melo, Virgilio de Mullan, Danielle Potter, Annie Wilkin, Colleen

Melo, Diane Doran, Kevin Doran, Leona FernandeSoyne
Lay Ministers of the Sickay Arpin (MSH)
April 2nd—11am

March 19th—7pm Sacristan Bernard Kingvisser

Sacristan Vivian Kwok ServersPamela Carriere, Megan Kingvisser
ServersMonique Ferdinand Hospitality: Tara Mackenzie, Claudia Rodriguez,
Joshua Roldan Jovanna Scorsone, Student Campus Minister (x2)
Hospitality: Serge PaquetKatie Murphy, Jovanna Lectors:Doug Valentine, Peter Warrian, Joan
Scorsone, Student Campus Minister (x2) Bedard

Lectors:Susan Fohr, Joshua Dey Eucharistic MinistersAnna Hecold, John Kennedy,

Eucharistic MinistersColleen Coyne, Danielle, Diane Lauziere, Jacqueline Myers, Toni O'Shea
Potter, Annie Wilkin, Andrij Harasymowycz, Maciefay Ministers of the Sicklohn Kennedy, Justyna

Lebioda Bartosko and Kay Arpin (MSH)

March 26th—11am

Sacristan Sr. Terry Dalla April 2nd—7pm

ServersEric Chadwick, Aiden D'Aoust Sacristan

Hospitality: Doug Valenting Stephen Morris, ServersMonique Ferdinand

Maureen Rocchi, Student Campus Minister (x2) Joshua Roldan

Lectors: Teresa Simm, Liz Smart, Tony Smith Hospitality. Chris Lane, Francis Kung, Brian Luna,
Eucharistic MinistersEd Filippozzi, Louise Student Campus Minister (x2)

Grummitt, Paul Nolan, May Haden-Pawlowski,  Lectors:Leanne Salel, Mary Perrotta

Konrad Hanz Eucharistic MinistersAndrij Harasymowycz

Lay Ministers of the SiclCarmela and John Millucci Maciej Lebioda, Matt Macdonald, Keri-Lee Mullan
and Teresa Langan (PMH), Mary Pugh (MSH)

Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator@aeieronto.com
See_http://www.newmantoronto.com/litminsked.Htnfuture schedules

Thursday, April 6, 2006
7:30 p.m. Newman Chapel
Homilist: Fr. Marcos Ramos, O.P.
Fr. Pat invites all to come and experience the sacraafiamiconciliation in
preparation for Easter. Following a brief prayer servicerd will be time for
private, individual confessions. A number of priests m#lon hand to assist
in this celebration.
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