
More photos and names of all who received the Easter sacraments are avail-
able at www.newmantoronto.com/photosvigil.htm and www.vikesh.net/RCIA 
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Going to the House of the Father 
A Statement on the Dignity and Destiny of Human Life by the  

Ontario Conference of Catholic Bishops - April 2007 
 

In early 2005 the world watched Pope 
John Paul II prepare for his death with  
serenity and courage.  In those last days, 

our beloved Holy Father’s Christian 
faith became ever more luminous, ex-

pressed in the beautiful simplicity of his 
last words: 

“Let me go to the house  
of the Father.” 

Our faith in Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, 
teaches us that while we live in this world, full 
of the Lord’s bounty and entrusted to human 
hands, it is not our abiding home.   
     We look forward to living with Jesus, to-
gether with the Father and the Holy Spirit, and 
with all the angels and saints in the eternal 
blessedness of heaven.  Death marks the time of 
our judgment, and then, according to our coop-
eration with God’s free gift of grace, we hope 
to pass over into life eternal with Him. For this 
reason, St. Francis of Assisi was able to speak 
of “Sister Death” as a friend who carries us 
from this life to the Father’s house. Christians 
are not immune from the anxiety which im-
pending death brings, but we should not fear it.  
We can face death with serenity and courage, 
knowing that it is our time to go to the house of 
the Father.   
 
The Current Situation 
     As medical treatments have advanced many 
Canadians fear that death will no longer be a 
serene moment, but a mechanized and techno-

logical process in which suffering is prolonged. 
Partly because of such fears, advocates of 
euthanasia and assisted suicide have launched 
various initiatives to promote the practice of 
both.  In late 2005, a private member’s bill was 
introduced in the House of Commons, which 
would have legalized euthanasia and assisted 
suicide. That bill died with the dissolution of 
Parliament that year. It is expected that similar 
Bills will be introduced.  While the issue has an 
important political dimension, the question of 
euthanasia and assisted suicide is even more 
fundamental than politics. We are dealing here 
with the great gift of life itself. Unless the right 
to life is secure, there can be no sure foundation 
for any human rights. 
 
Difficult Decisions at the End of Life 
     There is undoubtedly great anxiety about 
medical decisions at the end of life. Some of 
this anxiety amongst Catholics stems from a 
mistaken understanding of what the moral law 
requires, even leading some to be sympathetic 
to calls for euthanasia and assisted suicide.  
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     Euthanasia is the deliberate killing of some-
one with the intention of ending all suffering. 
Assisted suicide is similar, though it consists of 
helping someone to take his or her own life, usu-
ally a sick person who wishes to commit suicide 
but is physically unable to do so. Both are never 
permissible, for they violate the prohibition 
against taking innocent human life. 
     While life on earth is always good, it is not 
the greatest of all goods. Many have witnessed 
that there are goods more important than life in 
the body – faith (as the martyrs have shown), 
love, honour, integrity. Since life is always good, 
it may never be taken, even when the patient 
appears to wish it. However, because life on 
earth is not the greatest good, it need not be pro-
longed at all costs.  
     It is important to understand that as long as 
nothing is done with the deliberate intention of 
causing death, the moral law does not require 
that life be prolonged if the means of doing so 
are judged unduly burdensome or are no longer 
effective. Although advanced medical technol-
ogy has developed many new methods of treat-
ment, it is perfectly permissible to refuse any 
medical treatment that is unduly burdensome, or 
which would cause additional suffering and 
when there is little hope of recovery. 
     In cases where pain is great, it is even permis-
sible to administer pain relief that could have the 
secondary, but not intended, effect of hastening 
the end of life. The intent should be to relieve 
pain, not to cause death. In principle, however, a 
gravely ill person should receive nutrition, hy-
dration, warmth and hygiene. No one should be 
killed by means of starvation or dehydration.   
     Given the complexity of medical alternatives 
at the end of life, we urge Catholics to familiar-
ize themselves with the relevant moral issues 
and prepare accordingly.  In many cases, a medi-
cal power of attorney is helpful.  
 
Suffering and the Cross of Christ 
     Death is a human reality. Furthermore, physi-
cal suffering in general, and death in particular, 
draw their deepest meaning from the mystery of 

Christ’s death and resurrection. Consequently, 
for a Christian, suffering and death cannot re-
main only a matter for medicine.  While it is 
necessary at the end of life to attend to many 
medical matters, it is vital not to neglect matters 
of the soul. 
     Preparation for death is the last phase of a 
Christian life. Suffering should be relieved and 
the possibility of uniting the whole experience 
with the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross must not 
be forgotten.  The last days and hours should be 
times of prayer, preferably together with the dy-
ing person’s family, friends and fellow Chris-
tians. Above all, it is a time to rely upon the sac-
raments of the Church. In addition to the Anoint-
ing of the Sick, Catholics should not die without 
the opportunity to make a good confession 
(Sacrament of Reconciliation) and to receive 
Viaticum (Holy Communion for the final time). 
It is highly desirable that a priest be called in the 
final days before death, not only in the final 
hours.  Death is the door to eternity, so to pre-
pare for the final journey properly is of the ut-
most importance. 
 
An Urgent Appeal to Medical Practitioners 
     Why are calls for euthanasia and assisted sui-
cide emerging precisely at a time when our ca-
pacity to care for disabled and sick patients has 
so greatly advanced? It seems a cruel twist of 
history that societies with such great medical 
capabilities are turning against the disabled and 
sick – with lethal results. 
     To all medical practitioners we address an 
urgent appeal to employ the noble arts of medi-
cine in service of life. The ancient injunction to 
physicians is still valid: Do no harm. Above all, 
medical practitioners must raise their voices 
against permitting euthanasia and assisted sui-
cide. They are the ones who would make the 
critical decisions; they are the ones who would 
administer the fatal doses, the lethal injections. 
Patients place their trust in the medical profes-
sions.  We should not create, or permit, situa-
tions which will undermine that trust. 
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presented by the Irish Choral Society of Canada 

Karen L.A. D’Aoust, artistic director/conductor & Matthew Otto, accompanist 
Saturday, May 5, 2007 at 8:00PM, Newman Centre Chapel 

Tickets: $20.00 adults, $15.00 seniors/students, $10.00 children 
All proceeds support the ICSOC’s Ireland Concert Tour from May 9-19.  To reserve your tickets 

call 416.653.9102 or email info@icsoc.ca 
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Sunday, June 3, 2007 at 2:30PM, Newman Centre Chapel 

Free-will offering 
Matthew Otto, piano 

The programme includes Bach’s English Suite II, Beethoven’s final piano sonata & Brahms Zwei 
Rhapsodien.  As always, Matthew will conclude with something a little different! 

�������
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Mark your calendars for next year’s big Newman follow-up pilgrimage.  10 days at $1,995  

+ airport tax.  Details will be posted on our website at www.newmantoronto.com 

A Civic Responsibility 
     The right to life is not a matter for Christians 
only. It is a human right. Our criminal law rec-
ognizes this, and both euthanasia and assisted 
suicide are currently criminal offenses. They 
should remain so. To permit the killing of the 
disabled, frail, sick or suffering, even if moti-
vated by a misplaced compassion, requires a 
prior judgment that such lives are not worth liv-
ing. No life lacks value. 
No life should be unprotected by the law. No one 
forfeits the right to life because of illness or dis-
ability. 
     Catholics, like all other citizens, have a right 
and duty to participate in the political processes 
of our democracy.  Our elected representatives 
should be questioned about their positions on 
euthanasia and assisted suicide. We call on Ca-
nadians to encourage those who hold office, in 
all political parties, to protect the right to life, 
especially the right to life of those who are dis-
abled, frail, sick, or suffering. 

     The right to life and the care of the sick are 
not partisan issues. Neither are they exclusively 
religious ones. The right to life is a fundamental 
human right, and protecting it no more depends 
upon strictly religious arguments than do our 
laws against theft, fraud or assault. 
 
The Father’s House 
     Jesus assures us that He has gone ahead to 
prepare a place for us in His Father’s house. We 
know with certain faith and well-founded hope 
that He awaits us across the threshold of death. 
We may even look forward to the day when He 
calls us home. It is, indeed, our abiding home. 
To prepare for death is part of life, and to die a 
holy death is a special grace. Our particular vo-
cation at this time in Canada’s history is to meet 
death in a way that recognizes the great gift that 
life is in this world, and the still greater gift of 
life eternal with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
in heaven. 
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January 
January 1, 2006 $2,329.25 January 1, 2007  $ 1,301.36 
January 8, 2006 $3,239.94 January 7, 2007  $ 2,733.78 
January 15, 2006 $2,717.58 January 14, 2007  $ 2,610.93 
January 22, 2006 $3,029.91 January 21, 2007  $ 1,910.89 
January 29, 2006 $1,978.80 January 28, 2007  $ 2,359.67 

    Pre-Authorized Giving  $ 1,619.45 
Total:  $13,295.48 Total:  $12,536.08 

        
February 

February 5, 2006 $3,396.27 February 4, 2007  $ 2,331.63 
February 12, 2006 $2,156.06 February 11, 2007  $ 2,348.76 
February 19, 2006 $2,403.81 February 18, 2007  $ 2,642.23 
February 26, 2006 $2,830.60 February 25, 2007  $ 3,000.64 

    Pre-Authorized Giving  $ 1,619.45 
Total:  $10,786.74 Total:  $11,942.71 

        
March 

March 5, 2006 $2,879.02 March 4, 2007  $ 1,950.61 
March 12, 2006 $2,478.54 March 11, 2007  $ 3,192.94 
March 19, 2006 $2,552.65 March 18, 2007  $ 2,386.09 
March 26, 2006 $2,637.63 March 25, 2007  $ 2,367.99 
Pre-Authorized Giving $534.70 Pre-Authorized Giving  $ 1,786.25 
Annual Pre-Authorized Gift $4,000.00 Annual Pre-Authorized Gift  $ 4,000.00 
Total:  $15,082.54 Total:  $15,683.88 

        
April - to date 

April 2, 2006 $2,723.97 April 1, 2007  $ 3,414.68 
April 9, 2006 $3,042.31 Easter Masses  $ 5,625.79 
Easter Masses $4,499.58 April 15, 2007  $ 2,811.21 
April 23, 2006 $1,901.61 April 22, 2007  $ 2,525.36 
Pre-Authorized Giving $1,281.55 Pre-Authorized Giving  $ 1,786.25 

Total:  $13,449.02 Total:  $16,163.29 
        

YTD Total 2006: $52,613.78 YTD Total 2007: $56,325.96 
        
ShareLife 2006 Total $16,618.00 ShareLife 2007 to date $16,707.39 

The Good Friday collection for the Holy Land was $1,643 (last year: $1,338.49). A special 
thanks to Patrick Casey, our Sharelife Coordinator, who helped to organize the ShareLife Bake 
Sale on April 22nd in the Centre. It raised approximately $4,000. The total ShareLife contribution 
(to date) has already surpassed last year's record amount. Our thanks, also, to Irene Dale, and all 
who contributed items for the sale. 
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  May 20 - 11 a.m. May 20 - 7 p.m. May 27 - 11 a.m. May 27 - 7 p.m. 
Sacristan Jacqueline Myers Julie Wright John Humphries Vivian Kwok 

Servers 
Megan Kingvisser Vivian Kwok Pamela Carriere Ren Rejante 
SCM SCM SCM SCM 

Hospitality  

Brenda Moher Chris Lane Nancy Sidle Katie Murphy 

Doug Moher Francis Kung Claudia Rodriguez Robert Mason 
Maureen Rocchi Tara Mackenzie Jovanna Scorsone Serge Paquet 
SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) 

Lectors 

Eileen Richard Leanne Baltutis Peter Warrian Joshua Dey 
Larry Richard Cecilia Wagner Joan Bedard Colleen Coyne 
Doug Valentine   Richard d'Anjou   

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Ana de Melo Catherine Duff Louise Grummitt Andrij Harasymowycz 

Virgilio de Melo Leona Fernandes Paul Nolan Howard Jung 
Diane Doran Andy Filarski Konrad Hanz Chris Langan 
Kevin Doran Jose Gonzalez Anna Hecold Yvonne Mullan 

May Haden-Pawlowski Kim Gottfried John Kennedy Jason Rodgers 

� � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � �

  May 6 - 11 a.m. May 6 - 7 p.m. May 13 - 11 a.m. May 13 - 7 p.m. 

Sacristan Patrick Kniss Colleen Coyne John Kennedy Andy Filarski 

Servers 
Pamela Carriere Vivian Kwok Jose Gonzalez Ren Rejante 
SCM SCM SCM SCM 

Hospitality  

Nancy Sidle Serge Paquet Doug Valentine Tara Mackenzie 

Jovanna Scorsone Robert Mason Miriam Kingvisser Serge Paquet 
Jisoo Shin Katie Murphy Marianne Moroney Sebastien Fournier 
SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) SCM (x2) 

Lectors 

Fergal Nolan Jason Rodgers Toni O'Shea Yvonne Mullan 
Bernard Kingvisser Catherine Rodgers Carmela Miliucci Martin Sweeny 
Grace McSorley   John Miliucci   

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Larry Richard Kim Gottfried Larry Carriere Jason Rodgers 

Eileen Richard Andrij Harasymowycz Marietta Carriere Leanne Baltutis 
Joan Bedard Howard Jung Richard d'Anjou Peter Baltutis 
Richard Bedard Chris Langan Sr. Terry Dalla Glorianna Coutinho 

Natalie Comeau Yvonne Mullan Ed Filippozzi Colleen Coyne 

���� �	
+�����,���  
For anyone who is interested in helping out with the Children's Liturgy over the summer, please 
come to a meeting in the house after the 11:00 mass on May 6. If you cannot attend the meeting, but 
would still be interested in helping, please contact Francesca at francesca.scorsone@rogers.com. 
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John Humphries and Kyung Ryu, 
married at Newman on Sept. 30, 2006 


