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I am delighted to highlight in this bulletin the 
great Marriage Preparation Program in our 
parish, as well as to thank those who serve it as 
Leader Couples. Larry and Eileen Richard have 
coordinated the program for the past few years, 
and Larry has offered a special reflection for 
this edition of the bulletin (located in the middle 
section).  

The Marriage Preparation Course at 
Newman is not taught in a classroom setting; 
instead, couples preparing for marriage are 
paired off with a trained couple in the parish,  
who offer a much more personalized program, 
held over five sessions, and often in the home of 
the Leader Couple. The response has been  
tremendous; couples often speak very positively 
about the structure of this program. I also hear 
back from the Leader Couples at a dinner held  
each year to thank them for their work. I am 
very edified to hear how their own marriages 
have been enriched by this process, and the 
discussion is always lively and very spirited!  

The couples who have served, or who 
currently serve as Leader Couples for our 
Marriage Preparation Program include: Joe and 
Dulce Bernardino, Richard and Lee d'Anjou, 
Kevin Brown and Libby Groff, Virgilio and 
Ana De Melo, Kevin and Diane Doran, Mark 
and Michelle Fontenelle, Joe and Sue Leonard, 
Paul Nolan and Louise Grummitt, Michael and 
Anne O'Mahoney, Joel and Mary Rochon, Chris 
and Evelyn Webster, John and Carmela 
Miliucci, and Larry and Eileen Richard (who 
coordinate the program).  

Joan and Richard Bedard, who  helped in 
creating this program 20 years ago, have 
recently decided to step down. I wish to thank 
them most sincerely on behalf of the Newman 
community for their invaluable service.   

 I also wish to single out, with great 
appreciation,  the work and ministry of the late 
Richard d'Anjou, who with his wife, Lee, served 
in this ministry for many years. We were all 

saddened by his recent passing a few weeks ago. 
His funeral Mass, in the Newman chapel, was 
filled with a great gathering of the community, 
members both past and present, who prayed for 
him and his family. He and his wife, Lee, 
certainly lived out their Christian marriage 
lovingly before our  eyes. Please  continue to 
pray for Lee. I know she is most grateful for 
your support at this time.  

In preparing this special edition on the theme 
of marriage, I thought it only appropriate to 
highlight a few weddings celebrated over the  
past year. Some faces may be more familiar to 
you since some of the recently married actually 
served as Campus Ministers, and most still 
remain involved in the parish to this day. (Yes, I 
do believe, and I have often said, that young 
people can still indeed meet future spouses at 
church!)  I must admit I had fun with this issue; 
it was like putting together a family album. 

The couples highlighted in the wedding 
pictures, in this bulletin, include: Charlie Min 
and Clea Soare (Sunday Night Music Ministry); 
Lisa Bourque and Eldred Rego, Jillian Rene and 
Capt. Eric Potter, Greg O'Leary and Jody 
Becket, Sacha Tynan and Chris Kennedy, 
Ernesto Wulf and Lietzka Graterol, and Lisa 
Santos and Josh Canning.  Please pray for them 
and for all who will be married during this year.   

Over the past weeks of March and April. we 
have celebrated an inspiring Holy Week, bid 
farewell to deacon Paul Grubb, S.J., gathered 
for the annual Spring Dance, and celebrated 
with the Sisters Faithful Companion the 125th 
anniversary of their  community’s formation in 
Canada. We also welcomed new Catholics into 
our midst at the Easter Vigil.  

The back page of the bulletin highlights 
some of these celebrations and I also invite you 
to look at them in greater detail on the Newman 
website. As we prepare for the great Feast of 
Pentecost,  let us remember one another in 
prayer. May God continue to bless us all.  
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STUDENT CAMPUS MINISTRY TEAM: 
A Step Toward the Finding of Real Balance 

When examining the teachings of Jesus 
throughout his public ministry, we find two 
kinds of calls. On one hand, similar to the story 
of Martha and Mary, Jesus invites us to listen to 
him.  Through this call, He asks us to sit at his 
feet and abandon whatever we are doing in 
order to open our ears to His word. But on the 
other hand, several stories of the Gospels 
clearly show Jesus’ concern about how action is 
needed in the world. These moments are 
invitations to work in order to help Him in the 
construction of His Kingdom. Since both of 
these calls seem to prevail within the Gospel, it 
seems that every Christian is somehow left with 
the responsibility of attempting to achieve a 
balanced life in which ministry and prayer are 
equally accomplished. However, it is always 
valid to ask ourselves, in the context of the busy 
contemporary world, how can I find this   
balance?  

I have not found a completely 
satisfactory answer to this question, but I can 
say that this past year at the Newman Centre 
was an important step towards such a goal.  The 
Student Campus Ministry Team is a Christ-
centered community that strives to serve our 
neighbors.  This work allows us the unique 
opportunity to continue the busy life of a 
university student while being highly involved 
in our faith community. Struggles in 
complementing our academic duties with our 
spiritual commitments are always going to be 
present, but these are to be expected. 

I should admit that as a campus 
minister I had to reach a  level of commitment 
with my community that truly challenged my 
university experience as a whole. While the 
Newman Centre increased my list of 
responsibilities, it also helped me in the process 
of finding balance. For Newman enriched my 

life with the presence of many people who, in 
various ways, made my first year as a university 
student in Canada an overall positive 
experience. Naming all those people would be 
an endless task, but it is necessary to mention 
some of those whose contributions made this a 
year of spiritual growth for me. Father Pat, who 
always set an excellent example, showed us 
how prayer and service can go along in a world 
that desperately needs persons with a vocation 
of ministry. My teammates, all of which after 
this year I consider my brothers and sisters, 
were always open to lend me a hand both in my 
spiritual and academic difficulties. Not just on 
special occasions, but at all times that we were 
together in one of our regular Newman 
activities I was able to learn something new 
with them (something which inevitably 
enriched my faith). In addition, the Newman  
staff was always willing to help and serve us as 
we journeyed throughout the year. From my 
perspective, Newman is represented not in the 
list of duties to be completed after Mass or on 
desk duty, but in the very presence of its people 
always teaching us things that we would not 
have learned if we had not chosen to live here. 
 Reflecting upon my year is not an easy 
task, but there is no other place where I have 
learned as much as I did as Newman. Within 
the church every Christian is called to service 
for others. Being Student Campus Ministers 
was part of our team members’ answer to Jesus’ 
request. Putting this answer into practice was a 
challenging experience for all of us, full of good 
moments but also full of struggles. However, I 
think that at the end of the year, there is the 
shared feeling among all the members of the 
team that service has to be infused with prayer; 
furthermore, the service has to be done as a 
prayer itself. 

~ Héctor Acero  
Student Campus Minister  2007-2008 
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     The Newman Centre Sponsor Couple 
Program for Marriage Preparation began over 
20 years ago. It is thriving more than ever, has 
more volunteer sponsor couples to keep it 
going and more young couples who chose it as 
their preferred mode of preparing for marriage. 

The format is simple yet enriching. A 
married couple, with sufficient years of 
experience in navigating the challenging, 
existing and growing-in-love waters of a 
successful marriage, meets over five evenings 
with the couple preparing for marriage. Using 
the program in a way that suits each situation’s 
particular needs, the two couples embark on a 
journey of exploration and discovery. The goal 
is to raise consciousness in the young couple so 
that they end up with a realistic picture of the 
day-to-day experiences of Christian marriage, 
its hopes, its challenges and its possibilities of 
becoming a life of unending growth in love. The 
process is not so much a teaching of a theory as 
it is that of a shared experience. 

Session One examines the family 
background, helping us to get a clear picture of 
the fact that one comes from a family, with 
attitudes that were formed in that family, and 

examining how this might impact as on person 
prepares to share a life with another person who 
has his/her own family background. 

In Session Two, we examine more deeply 
how we reacted to our life in our family of 
origin, and the engaged couple (and often the 
sponsor couple too) become more conscious of 
the strengths, weaknesses and complexities of 
each other. All this adds considerably to the 
realism of what the marriage experience will be. 

Session Three, which explores “effective 
martial communication” helps us to step beyond 
projections, accept and deal with fact that we 
are different, and commit ourselves to working 
lovingly and wisely at the growth of the 
relationship as an essential priority. 

Session Four explores intimacy, not only 
sexual but also the wider vision that is the 



����������	
����

�	��� � ���������������� ������ � � � ����������

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � �

culmination of love’s growth progress. The 
couples come to see that passion can bring two 
people together, and commitment can lead them 
to share their lives,  but only an ever-growing 
intimacy (“in good times and in bad, in sickness 
and in health”), nourished by a shared and open 
vulnerability, can ensure the life-giving attitude 
that makes for a successful marriage. 

Finally, in Session Five, the engaged couple 
come to see that a Christian union, far more than 
merely a marriage contract, is a covenant in 
which they will endeavor to make of their life 
together a mirror of the way “Jesus loves us.” 
They are reminded of the fact that they are the 
ministers of the sacrament of marriage and that 
they are primarily responsible for keeping alive 
the flame of this sacramental encounter. 

What does it feel like to go through this 

program? The sponsor couple report 
unfailingly that the engaged couples easily and 
quickly warm up to the encounter sessions and 
generally await eagerly the next meeting. 
(Some have enjoyed the program so much and 
profited so wonderfully from it that they have 
even requested extra sessions!) An oft-repeated 
observation of the engaged couple is that the 

process allows them  to openly discuss issues 
that they might not feel comfortable talking 
about with parents, peers, or in a group setting. 
They also raise questions about children, 
parenting, or even how to live more peacefully 
and faithfully should they happen to be an inter-
faith or inter-denominational couple or if one of 
the partners does not profess a faith. 

The sponsor couples also report a renewed 
growth in their marriage. They are inevitably 
inspired by the younger couple’s freshness and 
enthusiasm and find their own relationship 
enriched by the depth of the exploration that the 
two couples are doing together. Often enough 
the encounters result in friendships that outlast 
the five sessions. 

Reflection by Larry Richard 
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 Sound System Fund Update 
2nd Collection - April 27                  $2,093.33 
Total Funds Raised to date:            $30,387.56 
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Target:                                             $35,000.00 
Remaining Funds to Raise:               $4,612.44 

STUDENT CAMPUS MINISTRY TEAM APPLICATIONS  
As a part of the Student Campus Ministry Team you will engage in liturgy and community life 
while witnessing to your Catholic faith as a university student. Private room and shared or private 
bath, food and utilities are provided at a reasonable rate.  To apply, email a short biographical   
summary, including information on your spiritual journey, family life, experience living in       
community or working in ministry (if applicable), along with a statement of why you would like to 
serve as a Student Campus Minister to Fr.  Patrick O'Dea at frpatodea@yahoo.com. Interviews 
will follow.  For more information, please visit www.newmantoronto.com             
       Fall-Winter ‘08-’09 (September-April) Applications Deadline: May 15 

NEWMAN BIBLE STUDY ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES  
Beginning Wednesday, May 7, 2008 at 7:00 pm 

In honour of this being the Year of St. Paul,  Newman will be starting up a summer bible study on 
Acts of Apostles led by Professor Janine Langan in the Newman Centre.  To join contact Howard 

Jung at howard.jung@gmail.com.  All are welcome and invited to bring a friend. 

ORDINATION OF ED CURTIS  
Ed Curtis, a deacon, and former Student Campus Minister at the Newman Centre, will be ordained to the 
Priesthood, Saturday, May 10, 2008, at St. Michael's Cathedral, at 10 a.m. All are welcome to attend. Fr. Ed 
will celebrate a first Mass at the Newman Centre on Sunday, May 18, at 7 p.m. with reception to follow.  

“DOORS OPEN TORONTO” TO FEATURE THE NEWMAN CENTRE 
The Newman Centre will be participating in the 2008 DOORS OPEN TORONTO event on Saturday, May 
24. The theme of this year's event is "Sacred Spaces, Sacred Circles", and the Newman Centre will be one of 
150 sites that agreed to open their doors for tours and visits. For more information, visit the website at:  
www.toronto.ca/doorsopen. 
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Leaders of Liturgical Ministries; to join or to be trained for a ministry, contact persons below.�

 May 4 - 11 a.m. May 4 - 7 p.m. May 11 - 11 a.m. May  11 - 7 p.m. 

Sacristan Ryan Alemao Julie Wright John Kennedy Andy Filarski 

Servers 
Pamela Carriere Ren Rejante Jose Gonzalez Tricia Thomas 
  Crystal D'Silva   Terence Colaco 

Hospitality 

Catherine Duff Francis Kung Brenda Moher Katie Murp hy 
Jisoo Shin Serge Paquet Doug Moher Francis Kung 
Marisa D'Alessandro Susan Douglas Megan Kingvisser Marta Pap 
Sylvie-Anne Jeanson Sebastien Fournier Marguerite Pigott Serge Paquet 
Lélie Lesage Heather Harrison Maureen Rocchi Susan Douglas 

Lectors 
Deirdre Quinn Greg Beresford Jovanna Scorsone Crystal D'Silva 
Larry Richard Shanez Collure Peter Warrian Susan Fohr 
    Doug Valentine   

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Larry Carriere Leona Fernandes Sr. Terry Dalla Catherine Duff 
Marietta Carriere Andy Filarski Diane Doran Howard Jung 
Natalie Comeau Jose Gonzalez Kevin Doran Carla Serrano 
Ana de Melo Konrad Hanz Margaret Dougherty Leanne Baltutis 
Virgilio de Melo Andrij Harasymowycz Ed Filippozzi Natalie Comeau 

LPV - PMH* John Kennedy Justyna Bartosyka 
LPV - MSH± Leona Fernandes Dong Hoon Lee 

     

 May 18 - 11 a.m. May 18 - 7 p.m. May 25 - 11 a.m. M ay 25 - 7 p.m. 
Sacristan Ryan Alemao Tara Mackenzie Ryan Alemao Julie Wright 

Servers 
Pamela Carriere Ren Rejante Jose Gonzalez Terence Colaco 
  Tricia Thomas   Crystal D'Silva 

Hospitality 

Julie Wright Serge Paquet Catherine Duff Sebastien Fournier 
Miriam Kingvisser Sebastien Fournier Sylvie-Anne Jeanson Francis Kung 
Claudia Rodriguez Heather Harrison Lélie Lesage Marta Pap 
Jisoo Shin Katie Murphy Marguerite Pigott Serge Paquet 
Marisa D'Alessandro   Maureen Rocchi   

Lectors 
Margaret Dougherty Andrij Harasymowycz John Kennedy Cecilia Wagner 
Marie Gleason Janna-Jo Phillips Bernard Kingvisser Martin Sweeny 
Joan Gregson   Carmela Miliucci   

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Louise Grummitt Peter Baltutis Anna Hecold Konrad Hanz 
Paul Nolan Glorianna Coutinho Diane Lauziere Andrij Harasymowycz 
May Haden-Pawlowski Leona Fernandes Toni O'Shea Howard Jung 
John Kennedy Andy Filarski Larry Richard Natalie Comeau 
Bernard Kingvisser Jose Gonzalez Mary Vachon Leanne Baltutis 

LPV - PMH* Paul Nolan Carmela & John Miliucci 
LPV - MSH± Peggy Li Garnet Lau 
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