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“Christ the King: The Bridegroom”, by Fr. W. Nichols ©2002
Used with permission of Trinity Stores www.trinitystores.com, (800-699-4482)
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Sudent Campus Ministry Scholarship
The Student Campus Ministry Scholarship is awarded to deserving young Catholic students wishing
to serve as Student Campus Ministers, and who are in need of financial assistance to help defray
their room and board fees. Thetotal cost of room and board for one school year (not including sum-
mer) is $4,800. Make a contribution and give a deserving student an opportunity to be a part of the
Campus Ministry Team. For more information, contact Fr. Patrick O'Dea at frpatodea@yahoo.com

The Newman Centre Community, a Catholic Christian community, is especially characterized by
itswarmth. It provides awelcoming environment in continuity with the joyous spirit of the first Chris-
tian community described in the Acts of the Apostles. It iswidely acknowledged as an enriching oasis
for those seeking a significant spiritual life. It isrenowned for itsinformed social conscience. Its pas-
toral team of clergy, staff, students, and volunteers ministers harmoniously together. They enable wor-
shippersin the celebration of enlightening and relevant liturgies. They engage the community mem-
bersin popular outreach and educational programs.

NEW TO THE COMMUNITY
Each Sunday, a Pastoral Council Member (following the 11 AM Mass) and a Student Campus Minister
(following the 7 PM Mass), will be on hand in the Cardinal Newman Room to welcome and assist any
new members. Specia welcome kits are available.
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Discussion, Prayer and Fellowship Groups
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Pastoral Letter by
Aloysius Cardinal Ambrozc,
Archbishop of Toronto

My dear friends,

This letter speaks of our deegpest perception about
Jesus, a perception which isthe result of his own
revelation to us.

Caesar ea Philippi

People's opinions about Jesus were, at first sight,
rather complimentary: “John the Baptist: and oth-
ers say Elijah; and others one of the prophets’,
(Mark 8:28). To bethought a prophet is obvi-
ously an honour. But Jesusis clearly dissatisfied.
He wants his disciples to say who heis. Speaking
for them all, Peter answers, “Y ou are the Christ”
(Mark 8:29).

The difference between the views held by other
people and the disciples’ conviction is as deep as
itisessential. Elijah, or another prophet, was
expected to come to prepare for the final and de-
finitive saving act of God; John the Baptist de-
scribed himself as preparing the way of the Lord.
Jesus knows, however, that he is not doing the
work of mere preparation. In him, the definitive
saving act of God is already at work: “But if it is
by the finger of God that | cast out demons, then
the Kingdom of God has come upon you” (Luke
11:20). For Jesus, and thus for those who follow
him, the Kingdom of God is not some merely fu-
ture reality, which his parables are meant to pre-
dict andillustrate. Rather, thereisonly one King-
dom of God which is aready present and active in
what Jesus says and does. Far from being lessons
on its nature and functioning, the parables are
challengesissued by the Kingdom through Jesus.
In the parable of the Sower, Jesus concedes to his
listeners that his appearance does not correspond
to their notions of what God’ s definitive saving

act ought to look like, just as the humble and
barely visible shoots do not look like the future
harvest. Yet it is these very shoots which will, and
aready do, stand in judgement on the swooping
birds and burgeoning thorns, for they will provide
the harvest when the birds and thorns are ineffec-
tive and forgotten.  Should the sower be misled
into inactivity and hopelessness, he will rob him-
self of the harvest. Should the listeners of the par-
able be misled by Jesus' humbl e appearance now,
they will fail to participate in his future glory
when he comes as the Judge of the Universe.

WeLook at Jesus

All too often, we fedl it is ours to describe the
Kingdom of God, to give it content, and then do
our best to bring it about. But it is not for us to
defineit.  If wetruly wish to know how God
goes about saving us and all humanity, we look at
Jesus in the Gospels, his words and ways of act-
ing, we look at his destiny.

Jesus' identity determines our identity; Jesus
plans determine our plans; his destiny determines
ours. Itisnot up to usto create a notion of indi-
vidual perfection, or that of a perfect human soci-
ety, and then ask Jesusto proclaimit. Yet we
have done it again and again, consciously or un-
consciously, subjecting Jesus to our ideals, or to
the ideals embraced by the society in which we
live, ideals which only weakly reflect what Jesus
has stood for from the beginning of his human
existence. We tend to endow these ideals, which
are primarily our own, with the authority of Jesus,
thus spanning Jesus into what is ultimately our
own agenda.

Civic Acceptance and Relativism

We are very proud of our multicultural society,
proclaiming our tolerance and acceptance of eve-
ryonein our society. Not only do we let one an-




other be, but affirm and support, at times finan-
cially, our differences. At the sametime, how-
ever, we hear demands which we fail to perceive
as being quite opposed to multiculturalism, de-
mands, namely, that we consider our cultural
and religious differences as unimportant, as rela
tive, as saleable. We aretold, in fact, that we
ought not to insist on our religious differencesin
order to avoid being divisive or appearing to sug-
gest that our faith is superior to others.

Not only is such a demand opposed to real multi-
culturalism; it also identifies civic tolerance and
acceptance of one another with an ideological
relativism which claimsthat al religions and
convictions are the same, no matter how they
differ from one another. Our faith in Jesus
Christ is, according to this claim, no more than a
reflection of an insight underlying all individual
religions known to and lived by human beings.
What that underlying insight happens to be no
one seems to know apart from suggesting a pal-
lid concoction issuing from alibrary, a concoc-
tion which is not worth living for, and for which
no one would dream of dying. The secularist
atmosphere in which we live may indeed be ca-
pable of producing ideologies for which men and
women are ready to die, but is entirely unable to
create areligion worth its name.

We must take Jesus at hisword and not imagine
ourselves to be cleverer than heis. If we con-
sider ourselves as his followers we have no right
to reject his utter and lifelong conviction that, in
him, God is bringing about the definitive salva-
tion. Hisresurrection from the dead is not away
of saying something else, but God’ s towering
gift to Jesus and to all those who follow him:
Jesusis now personally alive giving us the grace
of living with him now and in eternity after
death.

The Person of Jesus

In a society in which the public acceptance of
Christian thought and morality is crumbling, it is
becoming less and less possible to be simply a
“decent Christian” by living up to society’s ex-
pectations.

What is needed, instead, is personal friendship
with Jesus, personal love for him, personal, daily
and regular contact with him. If Jesusis our per-
sonal friend we shall be able to withstand the
drift into a self-seeking apathy and religiousin-
difference.

Lately the Holy Father has emphasized two old
and ever new ways of being with Jesus: the
Eucharist and the Rosary. In the Eucharist, Jesus
comes to be with us, calling us “to be with him",
just as he called hisfirst disciples (Mark 3:14).
Hisinvitation to be with himisasreal and as
personal asit was back then.

In the Rosary, we accompany Jesus and watch
him with his Mother during significant moments
which are of utmost importancein hislife and
for our life. The Holy Father's addition of the
luminous mysteries fills out the image of Jesus
for our benefit.

It is Jesus to whom we look.

It is Jesus whom we imitate.

It is Jesus whom we follow.

It is Jesus who is with us so we can be with him.
Y es, we work with others.

Y es, we learn from others.

But in Jesus we find our ultimate identity and
purpose.

He is the Alpha and the Omega for each one of
us and for every human being.




Have you ever asked yourself the question, "What am | waiting for?", not simply as aquestion in itself, but
within the context of faith? In other words, if God were to ask you that question, how might you respond?

For me, this question evolved out of arecent meeting of the Liturgy Committee in which we met to reflect
and share on the Advent scriptures and what the Newman community might wish to focus on more specifi-
cally during Advent. What might we, as a community and as individuals, need to hear this year? Given we
live and interact in a culture in which we experience the Christmas decorations on the heels of Thanksgiv-
ing, how do we hear the "good news" amidst the din of our consumerist society? In addition, what are we
really hoping for, longing for, or attemping to find answers for?

What ARE you waiting for? |s the answer perhaps staring you in the face? How open are your eyes and ears
to what you see and hear in your daily experience of faith? Advent can provide us that wonderful opportu-
nity to pause and to be more alert to the present time, the here and now, as we aso hopefully look forward
to the future. What is it that we are waiting for with hope, with longing, with faith, and how does that impact
our need in the here and now? What are the challenges we face in family life, community life. the church,
as we move forward reflecting on that question?

Thisis also aquestion accessible to the children in the community. It isagood starting point for catechesis
as each child is focused on what they will receive under the tree.

The Church, for centuries, has understood Advent to be a waiting for the coming of Christ in threetime
zones: the coming of Christ in history, the past; the coming of Christ in the here and now, the present; the
coming of Christ at the end of the ages, the future. We are the people living in the past, hooked by the past,
trapped by the past...longing for days that are gone. We are often people focused on what tomorrow holds,
the promise of tomorrow, the threat of tomorrow. Sometimes we can end up missing the encounter with God
in and through peoplein the present - and perhaps miss the gift that isnow. In Advent it isalso good to
recall our baptismal commitment.

Many of you know much | love to baptize! | think it showsin the joy and enthusiasm of our baptismal litur-
gies. However, one particular moment in the baptismal ritual is often not paid much attention. It isthe mo-
ment at the end of the baptismal liturgy when the priest touches the ears and mouth of the child (or adult)
and invokes the following words. "The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the mute speak. May he soon
touch your earsto receive his word, and your mouth to proclaim his faith, to the praise and glory of God the
Father." Thisisthe part of the Baptismal Rite known as"Ephphetha".

In Mark's gospel Jesus uses this word, "ephphetha’, which means, "be opened", in the healing of the deaf
man. It isapowerful ritual action during baptism. As such, perhaps reminding ourselves that in baptism we
have been renewed in the saving waters, and also challenged and encouraged to always have our eyes and
ears open to God's presence, might help us to begin finding answers to the question, "What are we waiting
for?" If wetruly pay attention, in our seeing and hearing, we might find the answer! Let us pray for one
another as we engage the powerful season of Advent, in hope and in wonder! May God bless usin all our
efforts this season.



This group provides an opportunity for members of the Newman community to meet and dis-
cussissues raised by the advances of science. The next meeting for the group will take place
on Monday, Nov.29 at 7:30pm in the Oak Room. During this meeting we will continue our
discussion of the subject of the patenting of genes and genetically modified organisms. Read-
ing materias are available at the reception desk at the Newman Centre. We will aso consider
the Sunday Gospel readings; Matt 24:37-44, Matt 3:1-12
All are welcome to attend. No previous experience with the group is required.
Contact Fr. Rob Allore, SJ at rob.alore@utoronto.ca

A UofT Christmas Carol - featuring Craig Kielburger, David Gardner, Dr. Robert Buckman,
Avril Benoit, the Hon. Mary Anne Chambers; the Hart House Chorus and the Uof T Faculty of
Music. Wednesday, December 8, 2004, 8pm at Hart House, University of Toronto. All pro-
ceedsto Uof T Food Bank. Tickets from the UofT TIX Box Office at 416.978.8849 or http://
www.uofttix.ca $20 (students $15). For further information: http://digital photography.ca/
christmascarol.
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The Newman Center invitesyou to a lecture by Peter Larisy, S.J.
Professor of Christianity and Culture, Regis College
Tuesday, Nov. 23, 2004—Newman Chapel

The workbook for lectors, Year A , 2005 is now available. Please contact the office to
obtain one. The suggested price is $14.00. They can also be purchased at the desk after
masses on Sunday.

ECUMENICAL PRAYER WITH THE SONGS

§ OF TAIZE
\ NOTE: NEW TIME & LOCATION

Thisyear Taizeis held on campus exclusively at Trinity College Chapel (6 Hoskin
Avenue) every Tuesday evening beginning at 6:30 p.m.For more information, con-
tact Rev. John Beech at 416-978-3288 or email Clea Soare (cle_music@yahoo.ca).
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The Newman Center is offering an opportunity for you to journey with a Spiritual
Companion for Spiritual Direction.

An opportunity for you to become more aware of God’ s presence in your life
An opportunity for you to be accompanied in discerning your directionin life
A way to sort through day-to-day living in a spiritual context

How: In a private, confidential setting.

With Whom:
Marlene Taylor whose present ministries include Spiritual accompaniment, pastoral
counselling, and retreat facilitation.
&
Jane Galvin FCJ, known to some of you through the Lenten Listening Program 2004,
accompanies people as a Spiritual companion from her office on Spadina Ave. Jane has
previously worked as a Campus Minister at St. Thomas University in Fredericton, N.B.

Cost: A free will contribution is appreciated.

For more information and to make an appointment, contact Fr. Pat at frpato-
dea@yahoo.comwho will refer you to Marlene or Jane.

Saturday, December 11th, 2004
Newman Centre, 2:30-5 pm.

All university students and other young adults (post-university) are invited to a
special retreat in preparation for Christmas. In the season of Advent we invite you
to come together to reflect more spiritually on your lives and desire to grow in
faith.

Thereis no fee for the retreat; we would invite a contribution of $5 towards cost
of refreshments. The retreat will be facilitated by Fr. Pat O'Dea and Trish O'Neil.
For more information, or to register, contact Julie Anne Zdunich at:
|.Iheureux @utoronto.ca




Canadian Catholic students from across Canada will be gathering in Toronto for this
special conference. For more information contact Santosh D’ Souza at
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Beginning in January 2005, the Newman Mentoring Programme will match community
members working in awide variety of fields with students who are interested in exploring
careersin similar fields.

The programme has met with widespread success in its first two years and both mentors and
students have commented on what an enriching experience it was. Further details of the
programme will be available at both masses on Sunday, November 21st, 2004, and also at
the Newman Centre Reception Office. The Deadline for applications will be Sunday, De-
cember 5th, 2004. Mentors and students will be matched and introduced in January at an
event to be planned in the near future.




For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink,
a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me...” Matthew 25 : 35-36
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“..Iwas ill and you cared for me...” Matthew 25 : 36
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November 21 - 11 AM Mass

Sacristan: Margaret Dougherty

Servers: Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Min.
Hospitality: Nancy Sidle, Larry Carriere, Marietta
Carriere, Student Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors: Joan Bedard, John Cuddihy, Richard d’ An-
jou

Eucharistic Ministers: Sr. Terry Dalla, Kevin Doran,
Diane Doran, Bernard Kingvisser, Leona Fernandes

November 21 -7 PM Mass

Sacristan: Vivian Kwok

Servers: Sarah Hamilton, Isalba Inzunza
Hospitality: Serge Paquet, Ana Laura Munoz, Ale-
jandro Silva Solis, Student Campus Minister (x2)
Lectors: Colleen Coyne, Priya Andrade
Eucharistic Ministers: Sehne Connell, Sheila Dabu,
Sarah Goldstein, Kim Gottfried, Sarah Hamilton

November 28 - 11 AM Mass

Sacristan: Catherine Duff

Servers: Vivian Kwok, Student Campus Minister
Hospitality: Teresa Simm, Brenda Moher, Doug
Moher, Student Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors: Margaret Dougherty, Marie Gleason, John
Kennedy

Eucharistic Ministers: Louise Grummitt, Paul
Nolan, May Haden-Pawlowski, Anna Hecold,
Richard d' Anjou

November 28 - 7 PM Mass

Sacristan: Julie Wright

Servers: |saac Seung-Jun Lee, Chris Plommer
Hospitality: Mary Perrotta, Ren Rejante, Greg
O'Leary, Student Campus Minister (X2)

Lectors: Chris Deans, Sheila Dabu

Eucharistic Ministers: Colleen Coyne, Andrij Hara-
symowycz, Danny Hui, Lanny Hui, Teresa Langan

Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator@newmantoronto.com
See http://www.newmantoronto.comvlitminsked.htm for future schedules
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November 21st
2 Samuel 5:1-3
Psam 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5
Colossians 1:12-20
Luke 23:35-43
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November 28th
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122: 1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
Romans 13: 11-14
Matthew 24:37-44
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