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at Lauds from the Te Deum 
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The Newman Centre Community, a Catholic Christian community, is especially characterized by 
its warmth.  It provides a welcoming environment in continuity with the joyous spirit of the first Chris-
tian community described in the Acts of the Apostles.  It is widely acknowledged as an enriching oasis 
for those seeking a significant spiritual life.  It is renowned for its informed social conscience.  Its pas-
toral team of clergy, staff, students, and volunteers ministers harmoniously together.  They enable wor-
shippers in the celebration of enlightening and relevant liturgies.  They engage the community mem-
bers in popular outreach and educational programs. 
 

NEW TO THE COMMUNITY 
Each Sunday, a Pastoral Council Member (following the 11 AM Mass) and a Student Campus Minister 
(following the 7 PM Mass), will be on hand in the Cardinal Newman Room to welcome and assist any 
new members.  Special welcome kits are available. 
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Student Campus Ministry Scholarship 
The Student Campus Ministry Scholarship is awarded to deserving young Catholic students wishing 

to serve as Student Campus Ministers, and who are in need of financial assistance to help defray 
their room and board fees.  The total cost of room and board for one school year (not including sum-
mer) is $4,800. Make a contribution and give a deserving student an opportunity to be a part of the 
Campus Ministry Team. For more information, contact Fr. Patrick O'Dea at frpatodea@yahoo.com 
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ALL PEOPLES ARE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE A FAIR SHARE 
OF THE GOODS OF THIS WORLD. 

—POPE JOHN PAUL I I  

Discussion, Prayer and Fellowship Groups����
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 Humility is a noble virtue that is honoured 
largely in the breach.  Everyone loves a humble 
person, but few people want to be that person. 
Humility, defined in some circles as recognizing 
one’s need for God, has often been held up as a 
Christian virtue, and yet the word’s popular use 
suggests weakness.  In contemporary usage, hu-
mility is often associated with denying or remain-
ing silent about one’s accomplishments, or even 
degrading oneself in order to be less than others.  
The root word for humility, the Latin humus, 
means “on the ground”  or “of the earth” .  The 
humble person then, is huddled on the ground and 
doesn’ t think very much of him– or herself.  Un-
derstood in this way, humility is not a source of 
self-affirmation and self-esteem; it appears in-
stead to be crippling and destructive.   
 Raising oneself up and exalting in one’s 
accomplishments would seem then to promote 
health.  Yet, more often than not, such a posture 
leads to self-righteousness and narcissism.  Both 
extremes, humility and self-exaltation, have the 
power to keep individuals and communities in the 
bondage of falsehood.   
 This problem is confronted in the passage 
from the gospel according to Luke.  The Pharisee 
in the parable is proud that he is good and holy.  
He has performed the requisites for holiness as 
prescribed by his tradition and compares himself 
to “ the rest”  in order to make his prayer more 
convincing.  Yet he is not held up as the model of 
Christian living.  Rather, the scriptures hold up 
the tax collector instead.    
 Here is suggested a different understand-
ing of humility and exaltation.  The humble per-
son, living from the perspective of God’s pres-
ence, can acknowledge God’s gifts and recognize 
her or his own gifts and limits.  The humble per-
son is deeply connected with the earth and God’s 
creative energy and can acknowledge God’s gifts 

as coming from God.  Conversely, the humble 
can name limitations, aware that everyone has 
different gifts and no one can “do it all” .  The 
response of the humble to that insight is not re-
sentment but gratitude and stewardship, for they 
cultivate and nourish the gifts given for the ser-
vice of the world community.  The humble can 
give life away generously and responsibly be-
cause they do not cling to it.   
 Genuine humility, then, is rooted in a criti-
cal self-knowledge and announces a healthy self-
perception and self-esteem.  “ I am happy with 
who I am,”  it tells others, “because I know who I 
am.”   This process of self-knowledge, though 
never complete, is dynamic and evolving, and it 
opens us to a deepened and heightened knowl-
edge of God.  Faced with this relationship, we are 
able to acknowledge, in a healthy, way our sins 
and failure. 
 The tax collector is repentant and contrite, 
knowing how he has failed in fidelity to his rela-
tionship with God, an awareness that comes only 
with self-knowledge, the avenue of humility.  The 
humble can thus live with the tension of appreci-
ating their accomplishments, welcoming others’  
gifts and acknowledging their occasional unfaith-
fulness to their authentic sense of self.   
 The opposite attitude is reflected in self-
righteousness.  The righteous focus on their ac-
complishments as their own, especially those that 
set them apart.  They may use the correct reli-
gious language as we see in the scripture passage; 
“ I give thanks, O God …” , but they pride them-
selves in how they have earned God’s salvation.  
The focus of giftedness and gratefulness is on 
themselves, they therefore create themselves as 
self-sufficient, solitary figures, disconnected from 
the community wherein God is made manifest.  
This self-exaltation, often acquired at the cost of 
others, leaves them puffed up and proud; it does 
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Rev. Bob Williams, C.S.B. 
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not call them into care for others.    
 Why self-righteous?  At first glance, the 
self-righteous appear to be strong, but perhaps 
their defensive and reactive position is rooted in 
personal fear and self-rejection.  They may hun-
ger for excessive acclaim and prestige because of 
the internal void they experience, or they may 
attempt to externalize the opposite of the internal 
experience in order to avoid facing the limits of 
inadequacies, the difficult and painful.  Perhaps 
they are calling out for love, compassion, accep-
tance, and tenderness to break down the walls 
that keep them in the slavery of self-ignorance. 
 The Christian claim to a humble life is an 
invitation to full and authentic living, helping us 
to recognize our true need for God, allowing us o 
embrace honestly and to be embraced in our 
weaknesses and pain.  In this process, we come 
to meet and know God in new and different 
ways.  Then praise, accomplishment and 
achievement as well as success, become part of 
the fabric of healthy living because they are now 
means to heightened self-esteem rather than ends 
in themselves.  When they are ends in them-
selves, they are the idols of the self-righteous.  
 The parable of the two men praying in 
the temple is not just a study of personality types 
but an exploration of the polarities within our 
own selves.  If we really are honest, we will ad-
mit that only occasionally in our prayer life are 
we truly vulnerable to God.  What usually stands 
in our way—as it did for one of the men in the 
story—is out sense of self-esteem, seemingly 
exonerated by the many blessings conferred on 
us by God.  While behavioural models encourage 
us to “ feel good about ourselves” , real depths of 
prayer are more traditionally encountered when 
the veil of self-justification that normally passes 
for our personality is torn, and conscience prays, 
from the heart, for conversion and grace.   
 One commemorator summarized the 
story of the Pharisee and the tax collector best by 
saying, “Two people went up to the temple to 
pray—one did and the other didn’ t.”  

 In the Christian internship of our lives, 
we know these two persons well because pieces 
of both of them make their home within us.  We 
know all too well the Pharisee whose interior 
insecurity takes comfort in the external obser-
vances of the law.  We refer to our “checklists”  
of important do’s and don’ ts and catch a sense of 
relief as we can mark off our good deeds.  We 
not only want to do things right but want others 
to see that we are faithful, upright and a virtuous 
kind of person.  Like the personas in the story, 
we want to present ourselves into the awareness 
that we are at least better than others in whatever 
group we choose for the target of our subtle con-
tempt.        
 The tax collector has a place within us.  
In our quiet moments we know the freedom and 
power of our own honesty and humility.  We 
know that our good practises only go so far in 
supporting our self-esteem.  We can forget about 
our own self-righteousness as well as what oth-
ers think of us and admit, in all simplicity, our 
need for mercy. 
 It is these two parts of the human person 
that Jesus addresses in the story.  We know that 
few of us are all Pharisee or all tax collector.  
Rather these two images exist within us in vary-
ing degrees.  We know that the graced moments 
of our lives with God and others are those mo-
ments of our lives when we can be who we are 
without needing to impress the other with what 
we think they would like to see or hear. 
 As we look within ourselves to that part 
that  is poor—that part that is hurting, wounded 
or broken in some way—we can let that part of 
ourselves be present to us.  We can allow it to 
come to the surface, not to deepen our shame, 
but rather to know that this is the part of us that 
can be forgiven or healed, whatever our need.  
We can return to our homes—” justified”—that 
is, in a deeper, more true relationship with God 
and with ourselves.         
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ECUMENICAL  PRAYER WITH THE SONGS OF 
T A I Z É 

 

NOTE: NEW TIME &  LOCATION 
 

� � � �  � � � � � � � � �

This year Taize is held on campus exclusively at Tr inity College Chapel (6 Hoskin 
Avenue) every Tuesday evening beginning at 6:30 p.m.For more information, con-
tact Rev. John Beech at  416-978-3288 or email Clea Soare (cle_music@yahoo.ca). 
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Have you been recently married?  Do you want to meet some other couples who have 
chosen the same vocation as you?  The Young Married Couples group will be meet-

ing from 7:30-9:00pm on Friday, Nov. 5th.  Please contact Paul or Lena Shuck at 
(416) 979-2468 ext. 245, or by e-mail at lena.krasey@utoronto.ca for more  

information.   
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The Love and Responsibility Reading Group is a gathering of students and young profession-
als who gather on the second Friday of the month to discuss the work of Karol Wojtyla (Pope 

John Paul II) on human sexuality.  This book was written as a resource for understanding 
family life and sexual morality through the study of the human person.  By appealing to ordi-
nary human experience, Wojtyla shows how the sexual self-realization is achieved though a 

gift of self to another person in a way that upholds and affirms their dignity.   
We meet at 6:30pm in the Newman Chapel for Mass followed by discussion on our readings.  

All are welcome.  For more information please contact maria.kraw@utoronto.ca. 
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In light of this year being the Church’s “Year of the Eucharist” , the liturgy committee 
will be holding a workshop for ALL Eucharistic ministers for BOTH Masses on Satur-
day, November 6th from 9-12 in the Cardinal Newman Room.  Attendance at this ses-
sion is required for all new and present ministers to review this call to ministry and to 

fine tune some details which require updating and training.   
Training for hospitality ministers, lectors, servers, and sacristans will be announced in 

the new year.     
Please confirm your attendance by October 31st, to Joan Hogan. 
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  The Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute presents: 
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"Stem Cell Research, Cloning and Catholic Teaching" 

Speaker:  Ronald Fabbro, CSB, Bishop of London 
 

Friday, November 5, 2004 
2:30 p.m., Room 400, Alumni Hall 
University of St. Michael's College 

121 St. Joseph Street 
  

There is no charge for admission but please confirm your attendance with the Canadian Catholic 
Bioethics Institute at 416-926-2335, or by e-mail: bioethics.usmc@utoronto.ca. 
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 Remember how the city of Toronto changed for one 
amazing week in the summer of 2002 for World Youth Day?  
Young people from around the world are now poised to descend 
on Cologne, Germany for a massive celebration of faith in August 
2005.  A group from the Newman Centre at the University of To-
ronto is going and looking for all who are interested. 
 

 "We have come to worship him" (Mt 2:2): this is the theme of the next World 
Youth Day. It is a theme that enables young people from every  continent to follow in 
spirit the path taken by the Magi whose relics,  according to a pious tradition, are vener-
ated in Cologne, and to meet, as they did, the Messiah of all nations. 
 
 More information can be found at:  www.wyd2005.org.  If you are interested in 
attending, please contact Patrick Zdunich at pzdunich@bellnet.ca 
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As a Roman Catholic Student Centre and Parish at the University of Toronto, the 
Toronto Newman Centre is part of an affiliation of Catholic students across Can-
ada - the Canadian Catholic Students Association (CCSA).  As such, students are 
able and invited to participate in CCSA events such as the CCSA National Stu-

dent Leadership Conference and the Global Connection Experience.  Please con-
tact John Cuddihy at ccsa@newmantoronto.com for further information.   
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First Fr iday, November  5th 
8-10 p.m. 

Newman Centre Chapel 
Mass, Exposition, Rosary 

 
Come and join with others who gather once each month to pray for vocations to the priesthood, 

religious life, and the diaconate. New location: the Newman Centre! 
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This group provides an opportunity for members of the Newman community to meet 
and discuss issues raised by the advances of science. The next meeting for the group 

will take place on Monday, Nov.1 at 7:30pm in the Oak Room. During this meeting we 
will discuss the subject of the patenting of genetically modified organisms. Reading 

materials are available at the reception desk at the  
Newman Centre. We will also consider the Sunday Gospel readings;Luke 19:1-10,  

20:27-38. 

For more information, please 
visit our  

website at 
www.newmantoronto.com 

January 15 - 25, 2005         
 

Special Price: $2,295  
+ airport tax 
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Fr. Timothy Radcliffe is an international lecturer and author who will be giving a 
seminar called “The Crisis of Truth Telling: A Christian Response to the Loss of 

Trust in the Truthfulness of Media and Public Leadership.   
  Fr. Radcliffe is the former Master of the Dominican Order and has served in vari-
ous capacities as Chaplain, Prior Provincial of the English Dominican Province as 

well as professor of theology at Blackfriars, Oxford University.    
This is the Dominican Family of Toronto’s 4th Annual Justice Seminar, and will 

take place at Madden Hall at the University of St. Michael’s College on November 
1st, 2004 at 7:30 pm.  All are welcome to attend.  Suggested donation of $10. 
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October  24 - 11 AM Mass 
Sacristan: Tara Mackenzie�
Servers: Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality: Anya Vieira, Lucia DiIorio, Doug Val-
entine, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Carmela Miliucci, John Miliucci, Fergal 
Nolan�
Eucharistic Ministers: Margaret Dougherty, Leona 
Fernandes, Louise Grummitt, Paul Nolan, May Ha-
den-Pawlowski 
 

October  24 - 7 PM Mass 
Sacristan: Colleen Coyne�
Servers: Ren Rejante, Sheila Dabu�
Hospitality: Serge Paquet, Tina Avolio, Mary Per-
rotta, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Sarah Hamilton, Andrij Harasymowycz�
Eucharistic Ministers: Danny Hui, Lanny Hui, Allan 
MacDonald, Yvonne Mullan, Chris Plommer�

 

October  31 - 11 AM Mass 
Sacristan: Sr. Terry Dalla�
Servers: Vivian Kwok, Student Campus Minister 
Hospitality: Tara MacKenzie, Marisa D'Alesandro, 
Teresa Simm, Student Campus Minister (x2)�
Lectors: Toni O'Shea, Eileen Richard, Larry Richard�
Eucharistic Ministers: Ed Filippozzi, Anna Hecold, 
John Kennedy, Bernard Kingvisser, Diane Lauziere 
 
 

 
October  31 - 7 PM Mass 
Sacristan: Andy Filarski�
Servers: Sarah Hamilton, Isalba Inzunza 
Hospitality: Mary Perrotta, Ana Laura Munoz, 
Serge Paquet, Student Campus Minister (x2)�
Lectors: Adonis Lopez, Yvonne Mullan�
Eucharistic Ministers: Danielle Potter, Sehne Con-
nell, Colleen Coyne, Sheila Dabu, Sarah Goldstein�

Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator@newmantoronto.com 
See http://www.newmantoronto.com/litminsked.htm for future schedules 

 October  24th 
Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18  

Psalm 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 

October  31st 
Wisdom 11:22—12: 1 

Psalm 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13, 14  
2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2 

Luke 19:1-10 
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