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The Newman Centre Website has been updated with a 
completely new look and feel 
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The Newman Centre Community, a Catholic Christian community, is especially characterized 
by its warmth.  It provides a welcoming environment in continuity with the joyous spirit of the 
first Christian community described in the Acts of the Apostles.  It is widely acknowledged as an 
enriching oasis for those seeking a significant spiritual life.  It is renowned for its informed social 
conscience.  Its pastoral team of clergy, staff, students, and volunteers ministers harmoniously to-
gether.  They enable worshippers in the celebration of enlightening and relevant liturgies.  They 
engage the community members in popular outreach and educational programs. 
 

NEW TO THE COMMUNITY 
Each Sunday, following the 11 AM and 7 PM Mass, a Student Campus Minister will be on hand 
in the Cardinal Newman Room to welcome and assist any new members.  Special welcome kits 
are available. 
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Student Campus Ministry Scholarship 
The Student Campus Ministry Scholarship is awarded to deserving young Catholic students 
wishing to serve as Student Campus Ministers, and who are in need of financial assistance to 

help defray their room and board fees.  We invite the community to make donations towards this 
scholarship.  For more information please contact Fr. Patrick O’Dea at frpatodea@yahoo.com 
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ALL PEOPLES ARE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE A FAIR SHARE 
OF THE GOODS OF THIS WORLD. 

—POPE JOHN PAUL I I  

Discussion, Prayer and Fellowship Groups����
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Organizations & Sacramental Programs����
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     “Jesus told this parable to those among the 
Pharisees who loved money: “ There was a rich 
man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day, and at his gate 
lay a poor man name Lazarus, covered with sores, 
who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell 
from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would 
come and lick his sores. 
     The poor man died and was carried away by 
the angels to be with Abraham.  The rich man also 
died and was buried in Hades, where he was being 
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far 
away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue for I am in agony in these flames.’  
     But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that dur-
ing your lifetime you received your good things, 
and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he 
is comforted here, and you are in agony.  Besides 
all this, between you and us a great chasm has 
been fixed, so that those who might want to pass 
from here to you cannot do so, and no one can 
cross from there to us.’         
     The man who had been rich said, ‘Then, father, 
I beg you to send Lazarus to my father’s house - 
for I have five brothers - that he may warn them, 
so that they will not also come into this place of 
torment.’  
     Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the 
prophets; they should listen to them.’  He said, ‘No, 
father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from 
the dead, they will repent.’  
     Abraham said to him, ‘ If they do not listen to 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be con-
vinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”  

~ Luke 16: 19-31 
  
    In this simple parable that has earned a place in 
our proverbial language, Jesus uses human and 
biblical imagery to convey the same great chal-

lenge of liberating our hearts from the binding and  
weakening attachments to creatures in order to 
respond to the incomparable call of God.  On the 
lips of Jesus the implications of the story take on 
added force and consequence.  It may seem as a 
sort of teaching play in three acts.   
 

Act 1—The Worldly Phase   
     The rich man lives high: The great house might 
well be one of the mansions on the slopes of 
Mount Zion, or even a restored and enlarged pal-
ace.  The Pharisees knew such places well.  The 
costumes are still more spectacular.  Jesus de-
scribes robes of Tyrian purple and tunics of Egyp-
tian linen.  The tables of food are magnificent 
every day.  As in some parts of the world today,  
the festive board is wiped with pieces of bread, 
and when soaked with rich sauces, are playfully 
tossed to the dogs.   
     The poor man lives low: At the gate, exposed 
without privacy, lies the man called Lazarus.  This 
is the only personal name given in a parable.  In 
addition, here the person named is a poor man, 
someone who is generally anonymous in history.  
On the other hand, the rich man, the important 
character (who must have had a prestigious name) 
is unnamed in the parable.  We would be wrong to 
think that this is an inconsequential detail.  From 
when the story is read from the perspective of the 
kingdom, an inversion occurs.  Those who, ac-
cording to criteria of power and social prestige, are 
the most important are anonymous before God.  
While those who are considered insignificant and 
nameless are the ones who have value for the God 
of the kingdom.   
     Continuing with the story, not only does the 
sumptuously dressed rich man ignore the agony of 
a fellow human; he blithely ignores the plight of a 
fellow Israelite.  An Israelite who was sore and 
hungry.  The scraps tossed to the dogs he longed 
to eat, but could not.  His one consolation was that 
the dogs came and lapped away his wounds.   

� � � � � �� � �� � � �� � � � � �� � �� � � �� � � � � �� � �� � � �� � � � � �� � �� � � � ��������
Rev. Bob Williams, C.S.B. 



� � � � � � �� � � 	 
 � �� � 
 
 � 	 �� � ��� ��� �������� � � 	 � � � � 
 �� � 	 � �� �� � 	 � � � 
 � 
 � ��� � � � �

� � � � � � � 
 � � �

Act 2—The Reverse Phase 
     Death comes to both the rich man and Lazarus 
and effects a complete reversal of positions and 
values.  Despite all his physical destitution, Laza-
rus is found to be a child of Abraham, and the 
angels of God carry him toward his true home in 
security, comfort and love.  The rich man goes to 
the nether regions in torment.  On raising his 
eyes, he can see Lazarus now at ease, and content 
in the bliss of God’s world.  His cry for help 
reaches Father Abraham, and he asks that Lazarus 
be permitted to come to cool his tongue with at 
least a drop of water: a complete reversal of the 
world situation.  Now, it is his turn to beg for 
scarps of comfort.   
     Jesus clearly and firmly shows the kind father 
Abraham declaring a complete impossibility.  A 
choice was made, and now it is irrevocable: the 
sad words “ too late”  take their fullest meaning 
here.  We would do well to pause here and con-
sider the loving concern of Jesus as he uttered 
these words that seem so cruel in a merely human 
context.  But all the power of God cannot falsify 
the story of the decisions and affections of the 
human heart that must remain it’s spiritual fea-
tures forever.  Jesus speaks of a great impassable 
chasm between two worlds; his sentence allows 
some doubt as to whether anyone would want to 
make the crossing, in either direction.   
 

Act 3—The Directing Phase 
     Jesus does not end his story on that declaration 
of finality.  His suffering rich man is not all self-
ishness; he thinks of his five brothers and begs 
that Lazarus warn them of the horrors to come.  
The answer of Abraham was adapted to the Jew-
ish listeners in its biblical terms: “Moses and the 
prophets”  represented the saving message of 
God’s revelation.  Jesus was certa8inly thinking 
of the full revelation of God’s Word which he 
was bringing to full perfection in himself, and 
would offer to all through his church.  This is 
God’s chose plan, as Paul will soon be telling the 
Corinthians: “ the world, with all it’s wisdom,  
could not find its way to God; and now God 

would use a foolish thing, our preaching, to save 
those who will believe in it.”  (1 Corinthians 1:21)  
Jesus shows how the worldly rich man of his 
story puts more faith in the return of the dead, in 
spectacular signs and wonders, than in the words 
of God in the Scriptures. 
     Forever profoundly useful to us is the serene 
and categorical declaration of Jesus.  Directing us 
to a true and tested faith as the vital foundation of 
our Christian lives, as he brings his parable to an 
end. Without faith in the revealed word of God, 
through Moses and the prophets, and brought to 
perfection in Jesus, the most startling miracles 
and wonders will be only harmful. And in the 
world of faith, as all the great teachers of Chris-
tian life has taught, from the apostle Paul to 
Mother Teresa, in our time, any seeking of love 
of-miracles, signs and special revelations is 
plagued with danger  
     Hope comes in strange packages. To see hope 
in this story, however, takes some effort. The fact 
is, what the rich man finally sees is Lazarus. All 
through his life, the rich man walked right past 
the beggar. But then, why should he notice the 
poor man? Have any of us walked down a city 
street and spoken to every homeless person on 
the way? How are we supposed to pay attention 
to every needy person we pass? Another question 
of note: With whom can we identify in this story? 
The rich man? We©re not that rich. With Lazarus? 
We©re not that poor. Perhaps, just perhaps, we 
might be able to relate to the rich man©s brothers 
who are still in the land of the living. The rich 
man wanted Lazarus 
to come back from 
the dead in order to 
warn his brothers. 
But that will not be. 
We are told that we 
have the scriptures, 
the word of God. 
What more do we 
need? 
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PAC ELECTION RESULTS 
 
On behalf of the Pastoral Advisory Council, I wish to offer my thanks to each of our candidates 
for participating in this very new adventure of elections. I am most grateful, first of all, for your 
presence in the Newman parish community. This community is so rich in talent and so diverse, 
Thank you for sharing your presence and gift of faith. I realize only two could be elected, but 
know you are all impressive to me!  Thanks so much for taking such an active role in this new 
initiative.  I would like to thank Doug Valentine and Leanne Salel for their work on the elections 
committee. 
 
And now to the results:  the two newest members-at-large of the Pastoral Advisory Council are 
Maureen Rocchi and John Kennedy.  The first PAC meeting of the year will take place on Oct. 
2, 2004 
 
At this time, I would also like to convey my sincere gratitude to three members of the current Pas-
toral Advisory Council who are stepping down:  Margaret Dougherty, Peter Warrian, and Doug 
Valentine.  Their contribution to our council has been outstanding and the place we are at today 
could not have been reached without their unique gifts.   
 
I would also like to welcome Patrick Kniss, who will be joining the Council this year as the Stu-
dent Campus Ministry Representative.  Biographies of current members, as well as the Council’s 
constitution can be found on our newly renovated website at 
www.newmantoronto.com/pastoralcouncil.html. 
 
May God bless you all as we continue to pray for one another.    ~Fr. Pat 

         A Thanksgiving Meal 
with all the trimmings 

for those in our community 
that may not be going home 

for the holiday.  ALL ARE WELCOME. 
 

Monday, Oct. 11:  1:00-4:00 P.M. 
Lunch will be served in the Newman Centre following Mass at 12:15. 
  
 Please R.S.V.P Colleen Coyne by October 6th 
 (colleen.coyne@utoronto.ca or 416-979-2468) 
 We need lots of help to make this meal tasty.  Please 
 contact Colleen if you would like to help cook, bake, peel, stuff or clean!!! 

Thanksgiving Lunch 
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8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

(Mass, Exposition, rosary and Benediction) 
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A joint initiative by the Vocations Office of the Archdiocese of Toronto 
and the Serra Club of Toronto East. 
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The Newman Foundation of Toronto  
invites you to our 

 

2004 Annual Fundraising Reception 
In support of our  Outreach Ministr ies 

 

Thursday, October 14, 2004, 6:30 p.m. 
 

Special Guest:  Most Reverend Richard J. Grecco,  
Auxiliary Bishop of Toronto, Central Pastoral Region & Scarborough 

 
Come and enjoy excellent food prepared by our resident chef,  

fine wines and great fellowship. 
 

Tickets: minimum $200/person 
 

Please R.S.V.P. to Joan Hogan at 416-979-2468 x.221 with the number at-
tending and your cheque, made payable to the Newman Foundation, by Fri-
day, Oct. 8, 2004. Because space is limited it is important that you promptly 
confirm your attendance. 
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January 15 - 25, 2005        
 

Special Price: $2,295  
+ airport tax 
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ECUMENICAL  PRAYER WITH THE SONGS OF 
T A I Z É 

 

NOTE: NEW TIME &  LOCATION 
This year Taize is held on campus exclusively at Tr inity College Chapel (6 Hoskin 
Avenue) every Tuesday evening beginning at 6:30 p.m.For more information, contact 
Rev. John Beech at  416-978-3288 or email Clea Soare (cle_music@yahoo.ca). 

 25, 2005         

4th Annual Somerville Lecture 
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A free public lecture by Janet Somerville,  

well-known  Catholic journalist and ecumenist. 
 

Join us for the 4th annual Henry Somerville Lecture in Christi-
anity and Communications.  Janet Somerville will examine the 

corrosive ideological and theological divide between many 
Christians (including Catholics) and argue that we need to wait 
for each other, learn from each other, and pray for the grace of 

mutual respect. 

Tuesday, Oct. 12, 7:30pm 
Newman Centre Chapel (reception to follow) 

 
For more information contact (416) 934-3410, ext. 407 

 
Sponsored by The Catholic Register in co-operations with the St. Jerome’s Centre for Catholic 

Experience and the Newman Centre. 
 

CANADIAN CATHOLIC STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 
As a Roman Catholic Student Centre and Parish at the University of Toronto, the Toronto New-
man Centre is part of an affiliation of Catholic students across Canada - the Canadian Catholic 
Students Association (CCSA).  As such, students are able and invited to participate in CCSA 
events.  The first upcoming event is the CCSA Central Region Conference at St. Jerome©s Uni-
versity, October 29th to 31st, 2004.  Theme: Catholic Social Teaching: "Act justly, love tenderly, 
walk humbly with your God." [Micah 6:8].  Registration: $75 (includes room & board). Organ-
izational meeting will be arranged shortly.  Please contact John Cuddihy at 
ccsa@newmantoronto.com by September 29th if interested and committed to attending. We 
apologize for the late notice!! 
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WORLD YOUTH DAY 2005 
Remember how the city of Toronto changed for one amazing week in the summer of 2002 for 
World Youth Day?  Young people from around the world are now poised to descend on Cologne, 
Germany for a massive celebration of faith in August 2005.  A group from the Newman Centre at 
the University of Toronto is going and looking for all who are interested. 
 
"We have come to worship him" (Mt 2:2): this is the theme of the next World Youth Day. It is a 
theme that enables young people from every  continent to follow in spirit the path taken by the 
Magi whose relics,  according to a pious tradition, are venerated in Cologne, and to meet, as   
they did, the Messiah of all nations. 
 
More information can be found at:  www.wyd2005.org.  If you are interested in attending, please 
contact Patrick Zdunich at pzdunich@bellnet.ca 
 

CATECHISM GROUP 
The catechism group led by Prof. Elmar Kremer of the Department of Philosophy will meet on 
Tuesdays from 5:10 to 6:00 p.m. in the Oak Room. The first date will be September 28 and con-
cluding in early December for the term.  The group will then start up again in January 2005.  This 
year the meetings will be based on a set of tapes featuring Scott Hahn and Jeff Cavin, entitled 
"Our Father©s Plan." If you are interested, please contact Prof. Kremer at 416-444-5403. 
 

SCIENCE AND FAITH REFLECTION GROUP 
This group provides an opportunity for members of the Newman community to meet and discuss 
issues raised by the advances of science.  The first meeting of this semester will take place on 
Monday, Oct.4th at 7:30 p.m. in the Cardinal Newman Room.  During this meeting we will dis-
cuss the patenting of genetically modified organisms.  Reading materials will be available at the 
reception desk at the Newman Centre. We will also consider the Sunday Gospel readings; Luke 
17: 5-19. All are welcome to attend. No previous experience with the group is required.  Contact 
Fr. Rob Allore, S.J. at rob.allore@utoronto.ca 
 

ATTENTION SUNDAY DRIVERS - ROAD CLOSURES OCT. 3RD  
The Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation©s 13th annual CIBC Run for the Cure will be taking place 
on Sunday, October 3, 2004.  Road closures that may affect the University community include: 

·  Queen's Park (all lanes including both sides of the Crescent)  
·  Hoskin Avenue (all lanes)  
·  St. George Street, between Hoskin and Bloor (all lanes)  
·  Bloor  Street, between St. George and Queen©s Park (both eastbound lanes)  

These will be closed to traffic from about 7:00 a.m. until noon. Pedestrian access is still available. 
Please make arrangements to arrive early as congestion will be a problem. Underground parking is 
available at the Graduate House on the North East corner of Spadina and Harbord.  Additional 
information can be found on their website at http://www.cbcf.org 
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September  26 - 11 AM Mass 
Sacristan: Sr. Terry Dalla 
Servers: Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality: Teresa Simm, Larry Carriere, Marietta 
Carriere, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Tony Smith, Margaret So, Doug Valentine�
Eucharistic Ministers: Louise Grummitt, Paul Nolan, 
Anna Hecold, John Kennedy, Bernard Kindvisser�
 

September  26 - 7 PM Mass 
Sacristan: Vivian Kwok 
Servers: Ren Rejante, Student Campus Minister 
Hospitality: Serge Paquet, Mary Perotta, Tina 
Avolio, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Julie Zudunich, John Cuddihy�
Eucharistic Ministers: Chirs Plommer, Sehne Con-
nell, Sheila Dabu, Kim Gottfried, Sarah Hamilton�
 

Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator@newmantoronto.com 
See http://www.newmantoronto.com/litminsked.htm for future schedules 

 September 26th 
Exodus 6:Ia, 4-7 

Psalm 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 
1 Timothy 6:11-16 

Luke 16:19-31 

October  3rd 
Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4 
Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9  
2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 

Luke 17:5-10 
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Have you ever considered volunteering?  Not sure what to do next? 
This unique opportunity will allow you to explore the diverse and  
powerful ways that the Newman Centre is serving those in need. 

For more information, contact Peter Baltutis (outreach@newmantoronto.com) 
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“ It was such an honour for Bob and me to be celebrated and blessed on such an exciting day at Newman and we 

did leave feeling so very lucky to have been a part of your wonderful community for these past four years.”  
         ~ Mary Catherine Birgineau  
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