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The Newman Centre Community, a Catholic Christian community, is especially characterized by its 
warmth.  It provides a welcoming environment in continuity with the joyous spirit of the first Christian com-
munity described in the Acts of the Apostles.  It is widely acknowledged as an enriching oasis for those 
seeking a significant spiritual life.  It is renowned for its informed social conscience.  Its pastoral team of 
clergy, staff, students, and volunteers ministers harmoniously together.  They enable worshippers in the 
celebration of enlightening and relevant liturgies.  They engage the community members in popular out-
reach and educational programs. 
 

NEW TO THE COMMUNITY 
Each Sunday, a Pastoral Council Member (following the 11 AM Mass) and a Student Campus Minister 
(following the 7 PM Mass), will be on hand in the Cardinal Newman Room to welcome and assist any new 
members. 
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 December  5th  
Isaiah 11:1-10  

Psalm 72: 1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 
Romans 15: 4-9 
Matthew 3: 1-12 

December  12th  
Isaiah 35: 1-6a, 10 

Psalm 146: 6-7, 8-9, 9-10 
James 5: 7-10 

Matthew 11: 2-11 

December  19th 
Isaiah 7: 10-14 

Psalm 89: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6   
Romans 1: 1-7 

Matthew 1: 18-25 
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This powerful film, produced by the Emmy-award winning team of Ann and Jeanette Petrie, tells the dra-
matic story of Mother Teresa’s final days, leading up to her death and State Funeral.  The film includes 

intimate and never-before-seen footage of Mother Teresa’s private burial.   
Ann and Jeanette Petrie, the producers of the film and winner of the Newman Centre©s 2004 "Kindly Light 
Award" are offering the film at a special price for Newman parishioners—$19.95.  The film is available in 

DVD and VHS at the Newman reception desk from now until Christmas.  ����
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ALL PEOPLES ARE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE A FAIR SHARE 
OF THE GOODS OF THIS WORLD. 

—POPE JOHN PAUL I I  

Discussion, Prayer and Fellowship Groups����
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 Jesus had just finished his long apostolic 
discourse to the twelve apostles, now “he moved 
on to preach and teach in the towns.”   It may have 
been months, or even years, into Jesus’  ministry 
when John the Baptizer sent a message from 
prison.  “Are you he who is to come,”  he asks, “or 
do we look for another?”   “We have heard this 
story before, yet it still surprises us, even unsettles 
us.  Why is John asking such a question?  Is it not 
well past the time for him to wonder whether  
Jesus is the coming one? 
 To most people, John is a somewhat 
shadowy figure.  He is glimpsed only in the back-
ground, and then forgotten as interest concentrates 
on Jesus.  This is strange in view of the fact that 
Jesus praised no one more highly than his precur-
sor.  The messengers had come asking who Jesus 
was, now Jesus asks the crowd of onlookers who 
John is.   
 “What did you go out to the wilderness to 
see?”  For the Jews listening to Jesus, “ the wilder-
ness”  was more than just a geographical location.  
The “wilderness” , the desert, was the place of 
Yahweh©s great acts that formed the Hebrew peo-
ple.  It was there that God manifested himself.  
The covenant was presented and accepted in  
Sinai.  The people had enjoyed his special care 
and protection as they wandered there before en-
tering the Promised Land.  The prophets had gone 
to the desert to find the Lord.  Those who went 
after John were following a long tradition in seek-
ing repentance and pardon in “going out to the 
wilderness.”  
 “ ...much more than a prophet.”   This was 
the highest praise Jesus could give.  A prophet is 
one specially chosen by the Lord to speak for him.  
Because of this he enjoyed a special intimacy with 
Yahweh whose judgements and messages he gave 
to the people.  John is “more than a prophet”  be-
cause he actually sees the One for whose coming 

he was sent to prepare the people.  Could it be that 
he now had second thoughts? 
 Although he did recognize Jesus from the 
first, John may well have had a different set of 
expectations about what the messiah would do.  A 
stern man living in the wilderness, he spoke of the 
coming retribution, of trees axed at the roots and a 
new baptism of fire.  He likely thought that, with 
the arrival of Christ, the world would be trans-
formed before his very eyes.   
 Instead he lay in prison and looked out on 
a world that seemed to be totally unchanged.  In 
that context, his question is quite understandable 
and, while not fully certain, shows an openness to 
hearing the response. 
 In his answer, Jesus helps make the con-
nection between the unexpected things he is doing 
and the traditions that undergirded John.  He re-
calls the healings Isaiah prophesised, and points to 
what is going on in his ministry.  Through him, 
healings were happening, showing the working of 
God in their midst.  While some things about this 
Christ who feasted and partied with publicans 
were not quite what John expected, the signs of 
God’s presence, echoing Isaiah, offered a re-
sponse the Baptizer could recognize.   
 This might be just a curious Advent sea-
son story—the account of how, long ago, one per-
son grappled with the work and person of Jesus.  
We may understand the healings Jesus mentioned 
as miraculous proof of his divinity, a testimony to 
his incarnation.  Certainly, at Advent we look 
back to the first coming, and give thanks that 
God’s beloved Son entered the world.  But if we 
see this story and its meaning as wholly in the 
past, we will miss the way it speaks to our lives 
here and now. 
 “Are you the one, or do we look else-
where?”   This in fact is the question that puts our 
whole lives into focus.  If Jesus is the one, we will 
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see the world and our place in it in a certain way.  
If, instead, we are busy looking elsewhere, what 
we see will be quite different.   
 Of course, where we look depends on 
what we are looking for.  If it is for things that 
makes us feel good about ourselves, so long as 
they still shine or do not get dented, then we can 
keep looking at commercials.  If its is for degrees 
or careers, exciting friends or hobbies, then soci-
ety can tell us just where to look. 
 But, if we shift our focus within and lis-
ten for a moment, we may discover a need 
deeper than the thousands of distractions that 
surround us.  We may realize that it is not just 
the disabled people in the Bible who longed for 
healing.  We, too, yearn to be freed from what 
handicaps us.   
 You and I need healing.  We have all 
had plenty of suffering.  For most of us who are 
not physically disabled, that pain is largely hid-
den from view.  It may be an addiction to alco-
hol, to food or to relationships that hurt us.  It 
may be growing up in a family where we were 
abused or ignored, and living with that pain into 
adulthood.  It may be losing a loved one to death 
or divorce, or never having had a loved one at 
all.  No one can judge anther’s injury; usually, 
we never even see it.  But we can take the risk to 
look at our own inner handicaps and acknowl-
edge that we do need to be healed.   
 Then the readings in the scripture may 
have something more to say to us.  Rather than 
just proving that he was the Messiah, Jesus’  re-
storing of sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, 
and wholeness to crippled bodies stood first and 
foremost as outward signs of the inward miracle.  
They pointed to God’s coming to his people. 
 Jesus’  preaching good news to the poor 
and the healing he performed were signs of the 
Father’s presence among them.  This, indeed, 
answered their deepest longing, echoed in Isaiah: 
“ to be touched by their God who reaches out to 
them with love and joy.”   

 It may be that, even in the midst of this 
festive season, we are not feeling much love or 
joy within.  We may be feeling more like John, 
imprisoned, sending words to Jesus, “Are you 
really the one?” But here we touch on the para-
dox of the Advent message, that Christ’s healing 
of the world is both “already”  and “not yet” .   
 While we may still need to endure hard-
ships, we can be as confident as Isaiah that 
God’s healing vindication is at hand.  Mean-
while, we can see the signs of Christ’s presence 
in our lives—if even just our longing to be 
healed— and recognize them as his answer to 
our questioning.  Is it any wonder that Jesus said 
to the onlookers, “Yet the least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.”  
 This sentence may seem a contradiction 
to the high praise Jesus has given the Baptizer.  
What he is saying that those who know and ac-
cept Jesus and his message are more blessed than 
John because they posses in actual fact what 
John prepared and looked forward to.  It is as if 
John remained only on the threshold while they 
entered into the full enjoyment and blessing.  Do 
we really appreciate the gift and the grace we 
have in Jesus?  
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Persons wishing to make a financial donation towards the cost of Christmas decorations and flowers 
may do so either through the collection (please indicate on your cheque or an envelope that it is for 
that purpose) or drop it off at the Newman Centre. Tax receipts are also available. We thank you for 

your generosity and support of our efforts. 
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 Saturday, December 11th, 2004, at The Newman Centre, 2:30-5 pm. 
 

University students and other young adults (post-university) are invited to a retreat in preparation 
for Christmas, to come together to reflect more spiritually on your lives and desire to grow in faith. The 
only fee is $5, towards cost of refreshments. The retreat will be facilitated by Fr. Pat O©Dea and Trish 
O©Neil. For more information, or to register, contact Julie Anne Zdunich at: j.lheureux@utoronto.ca 

� � ��� � ��� � ��� � ��  
We ask for your prayers for those enquiring candidates (numbering 14) who have chosen to embark on 
the journey of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) at Newman.  There is a rich diversity of 
life experience in the group.  The candidates,  have been meeting since September 12, taking time to share 
our questions, struggles, hopes, and most importantly - our stories.  W are beginning to form community. 
 

Last Saturday morning we gathered for a prayer retreat - a fitting way to begin the season of Advent.  
Here in our midst is a group of people, our enquirers, who embody the spirit and attitude of listening and 
waiting.  May they come to know of this community©s support through prayer.  Let us pray that each one 
may come to recognize their story in our story. 
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December  5th - 11 AM Mass 
Sacristan: Sr. Terry Dalla�
Servers: Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality: Doug Valentine, Larry Carriere, Mari-
etta Carriere, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Bernard Kingvisser, Carmella Miliucci, 
John Miliucci�
Eucharistic Ministers: Diane Lauziere, Toni O’Shea  
Margaret Dougherty, Jacqueline Myers,  John Ken-
nedy,  
 

December  5th - 7 PM Mass 
Sacristan: Colleen Coyne�
Servers: Vivian Kwok, Ren Rejante �
Hospitality: Anton de Ruiter , Janice de Ruiter, 
Stephan Nieweler, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Ana Garcia, Joshua Dey�
Eucharistic Ministers: Sehne Connell, Allan Mac-
Donald, Yvonne Mullan, Chris Plommer, Danielle 
Potter  �
 

December  12th - 11 AM Mass 
Sacristan: Margaret Dougherty�
Servers: Student Campus Minister 
Hospitality: Tara MacKenzie, Marissa D’Alesan-
dro, Lucia DiIorio, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Fergal Nolan, Toni O’Shea, Liz Smart 
Eucharistic Ministers: Larry Richard, Tony Smith, 
Eileen Richard, Joan Bedard, Richard Bedard 
   

 

December  12th - 7 PM Mass 
Sacristan: Andy Filarski 
Servers: Isaac Seung-Jun Lee, Vivian Kwok 
Hospitality: Chr is Lane, Tina Avolio, Ana Laura 
Munoz, Student Campus Minister (X2) 
Lectors: Andrij Harasymowycz, Adonis Lopez 
Eucharistic Ministers: Colleen Coyne, Shiela Dabu, 
Sarah Goldstein, Kim Gottfried, Yvonne Mullan   
 

 
 

December  19th - 11 AM Mass 
Sacristan: Jacqueline Myers 
Servers: Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Minister 
Hospitality: Brenda Moher , Doug Moher, Ann 
Kirkland, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Larry Richard, Tony Smith, Eileen Richard�
Eucharistic Ministers: Sr. Terry Dalla, Richard 
d’Anjou, Kevin Doran, Diane Doran   
 
 

December  19th - 7 PM Mass 
Sacristan: Shiel Dabu  
Servers: Isaac Seung-Jun Lee, Ren Rejante 
Hospitality: Greg O’Leary, Stephan Nieweler, 
Mary Perotta, Student Campus Minister (X2) 
Lectors: Yvonne Mullan, Leanne Salel 
Eucharistic Ministers: Vivian Kwok, Allan Mac-
Donald, Andrij Harasymowycz 

Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator@newmantoronto.com 
See http://www.newmantoronto.com/litminsked.htm for future schedules 
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