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ALL PEOPLES ARE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE A FAIR SHARE 
OF THE GOODS OF THIS WORLD. 

—POPE JOHN PAUL I I  
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arly in my recent pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land with members of the 

Newman community one of many recur-
ring themes became evident, being the 
call of Christ to follow Him as disciples. 
 Upon arrival in our first destination at 
the Church of the Annunciation in Naz-
areth it became clear that no one better an-
swered this call than the young teen Miriam.  
Despite any anxiety she harboured towards the 
difficult path God called her to, she willingly 
put her life in God’s hands in her answer “ I 
am the Lord’s servant…May it be done to me 
as you have said.”  (NIV Luke 1:38).  Such an 
answer is one to revere greatly and one, which 
many if not most of us wish we had the 
strength to make on a consistent basis.  
Through prayer at this Holy Site and others, I 
like many of my fellow pilgrims, found myself 
asking that I could summon the strength to 
make my entire life pleasing to God. 
 
     Perhaps what tends to hold us back is our 
own human frailty and weakness in feeling 
that we are too unworthy to be servants fol-
lowing closely in Christ’s footsteps.  Rather 
than appropriately focusing on the Graces God 
lovingly grants us on a daily basis we dwell on 
those painful times when we’ve turned our 
backs on Him and on the mistakes we’ve 
made on our own personal paths to disciple-
ship.  Somewhere during this voyage it be-
came apparent that the beauty of God’s call is 
that it matters not where we’ve gone or what 
we’ve done, but like St. Peter, St. Paul, St. 
Matthew and countless others where we are 
prepared to journey with Christ. 
 

In life one is constantly confronted with a 
number of choices, which affect all di-
mensions of our being, the spiritual side 
especially.  We can choose to follow in 
the path Christ has and is illuminating 
before us, or wander helplessly in an-
other direction.  However, as an example, 

through the mercy Jesus displayed to Peter, 
whom He loved dearly, even if we turn our 
backs to and deny Him, when he counts on us 
the most, just as Peter did, the minute we are 
prepared to rejoin Him, Christ presents us 
with the same challenge presented to Peter; 
“Feed my lambs,…Take care of my 
sheep,…Feed my sheep.”  (NIV John 21:15-
19)  The example of St. Peter is one indeed to 
emulate as in all ways he is just like us, weak, 
frail, and full of suffering, but always willing 
and never too proud to return to Christ. 

 
     The image of Peter suffering is one cer-
tainly worth contemplating.  Perhaps the most 
vivid example of this was after Peter’s denial 
of Christ.  Surrounding that night in particular, 
the Gospels are full of moments when Peter, 
as a human would have suffered or felt un-
easy.  Imagine Peter’s personal reaction mo-
ments later to the various events of that night.  
He goes from unworthiness when Christ 
washes his feet; to disbelief and a pledge of 
undying support when Christ informs the 
twelve of His imminent death; to guilt when 
he is found sleeping in the garden; and finally 
to anger when he attacks one of the soldiers 
arresting Christ.  Each of these instances dis-
plays a human weakness each of us experi-
ences on a regular basis.  In praying and ven-
erating each of these and many other spots in 

Where are you prepared to go? – One pilgrim’s journey in faith to the Holy Land.   
by Andrij Harasymowycz  
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the Holy Land we were in some way asking 
that St. Peter, knowing our weaknesses and 
sufferings, would intercede on our behalf and 
ask Christ, his beloved friend to strengthen us 
on our journey. 
 
     Despite our failings and torments, we are 
constantly called to join Christ at His ban-
quet.  Perhaps the most vivid example of how 
we can manifest this call in our lives is to 
recognize Christ in the people around us. 
During our pilgrimage at countless times our 
group ate and drank together.  While these 
purely social situations and events gave us an 
opportunity to laugh and get to know the peo-
ple we were traveling with, they also served a 
very different purpose.  It soon became clear 
through prayer and reflection on the Gospels 
that it is in recognizing Christ in the breaking 
of the Bread that we come to share in the Di-
vine Kingdom of our Lord.  It is at this pre-
cise moment, whether it takes place during 
Mass, at Dinner with a group of people in any 
social setting, or while sharing a loaf of bread 
on a bus ride from Nazareth to Tiberius that 
we are acting in a manner that is truly indica-
tive of the life we are called to lead.   Like the 
poor, confused, and disappointed disciples 
walking away from Jerusalem to Emmaus 
after Christ’s death, it is a challenge for each 
of us to recognize Christ in our neighbours 
and turn back to where we are coming from 
in order to find the risen Christ. 
 
     For most of the group, this trip was the 
first to the Holy Land.  While everyone was 
excited for the trip, many came with some 
reservations based on a fear of what we might 
encounter in the Middle East.  As we were 
told while visiting one of the first sites, not 
succumbing to fear is a necessary precursor  

to receiving God’s many graces.  In our time  
in the Holy Land, and for those who contin-
ued to Rome, the social moments were some 
of the best.  Be it while sharing a laugh, re-
counting life experiences, or simply chatting 
over a glass or two of wine, the opportunity 
we were afforded to get to know those 
around us truly enriched the pilgrimage.  In 
sharing the things we felt and we had experi-
enced, we got to know and see the God 
given gifts inherent in each one of those 
around us.  So while some of the most 
memorable moments may have occurred in 
the confines of one of the great pilgrim sites, 
the thirty-eight people we shared each mo-
ment of joy and pain with made just as much 
an impact. 
     In one final reflection I would like to try 
and summarize the feeling of praying and 
receiving reconciliation in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.  While our path to discipleship 
is often laden with missteps and sometimes 
painful tumbles, we have each been given the 
ability to be restored to our proper places at 
Christ’s table through the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation.  Praying for forgiveness in the 
place where Christ suffered in agony to an 
extent none of us can begin to imagine is a 
truly humbling feeling.  Though our lives 
may not always be faithful to our baptismal 
promises, by way of the mercy and love of 
God and His Son Jesus Christ we are always 
being afforded the opportunity return to His 
fold.  Since returning I find myself con-
stantly praying that I can answer my call with 
the faith of His servant and mother Miriam, 
and His friend Peter.  Rather than dwell on 
the past it is imperative that we focus on the 
future with one question at the heart of our 
prayer…Where are we prepared to go along-
side Christ? 
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At Mt. Sinai and Princess Margaret Hospitals 
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      At The Newman Centre 
  Retreat Director: Trish O’Neil 
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A trip to the Holy Land had always seemed a project for the future to me. Invited a number of 
times to help lead groups, I always declined, perhaps not feeling ready, or assuming it was 
something more to do on a sabbatical.   
  

A good friend, Kitty McGilly, was often persistent in her attempts to get me to go. In her position 
as an educator, she had led more than 50 trips, mainly with teachers. Last summer, she again 
mentioned the possibility when she visited me at the Newman Centre, and this time she finally 
managed to convince me.  
  

What was the difference this time? I must admit it had more to do with her concern that the Holy 
Land was in serious trouble of losing it©s special significance since tourism had declined so 
dramatically due to the fear of terrorism and the conflicts between Israel and Palestine. The lack 
of support was devastating the local economy as well as not helping those who were caring for 
the holy sites. The Pope and the Latin Patriarch had each spoken publicly and encouraged 
pilgrims to return. She felt strongly there was no need to be afraid, and her passion for the Holy 
Land, and all it meant to her, touched me very much. I decided to join in her crusade and was 
determined to help in whatever I could to encourage people to go. As such, I suddenly found 
myself signing up to help lead a "brave" delegation of pilgrims to the Holy Land. I also had to 
admit I was beginning to think the time was simply right for me, spiritually, as well. We decided 
we would begin by inviting people from the Newman community. In particular, we wanted to 
encourage students to go as well as opening the trip to other priests who might return to the Holy 
Land in the future with other pilgrims.  
  

While the most common reaction to the proposed trip was, "Are you crazy?", or, "Is it safe?", we 
managed to pull off a minor miracle in getting 39 people to go. This included 12 other priests, a 
permanent deacon and his wife, and people of various ages, from youth to senior.  
  

The pilgrimage commenced January 15th, yet the excitement built up over a number of meetings 
held prior to the trip. We landed in Tel Aviv, January 16th, received warmly by the local 
officials, on a beautiful, sunny afternoon. However, if I was surprised by anything, it had more to 
do with our group being practically the only group in the airport. This would be a pattern 
throughout the trip. There were very few pilgrims and we never had to wait in line or worry about 
crowds.  
  

The first sight of Jerusalem was when our bus took us to the holy city and we stopped on a hill to 
take in the view. It was a great moment and we were speechless. We had finally arrived! In a visit 
to the Western Wall, later that night, each person prayed and inserted a written prayer in the 
Wall; we were all moved by the reverence and respect of all who prayed there.  
  

The presence of the military was evident, mainly at entrances to sacred sites, such as the Temple 
Mount, and the Western Wall, or at the checkpoints at Palestine when we visited Bethlehem. 
However, for the most part, the soldiers were polite, dutiful, and it was clear they were there to 
protect all concerned. Throughout the trip we followed the suggestions of our Jewish and 
Palestinian guides and stayed mainly in places deemed safe for tourists. We did not feel unsafe or 
fearful. In fact, we rarely concentrated on the military presence since we were so drawn and 
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fascinated by all the holy sites.  
 

 I am often asked what experience in the Holy Land impacted me the most? That is a difficult 
question since each experience was a favourite. The pilgrimage itself was designed so we could 
follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ, from Bethlehem, to Nazareth, the River Jordon to the desert, 
the Sea of Galilee to his final days in Jerusalem. We also visited Emmaus, where the Risen Christ 
appeared to the two disciples. Each place was magnificent and awe-inspiring. We also celebrated 
Mass at each location, no matter if in a church, or by the sea, or on a mountain. With so many 
priests, each could take a turn in presiding and preaching. I was thrilled to be the Presider at the 
Mass in the Upper Room, the site of the Last Supper, and the Washing of the Feet. 
  

However, I must admit, the grandeur and the natural beauty of all the sites, no matter in the Holy 
Land, or in Rome, pales in comparison to the great memories and sights of the pilgrims themselves 
as they reacted to each new experience. To witness God©s work in each pilgrim, to include myself, 
was truly a special joy.  We truly formed a community of one, united in Christ’s love. 
  

I can still recall, in my memory, so many wonderful images: the glorious face of our young female 
cantor as she sang the "Ave Maria" in the Church of the Annunciation; the sight of people in prayer 
in the Garden of Gethsemane; the joy of married couples renewing vows at Cana; the visit to an 
orphanage in Bethlehem; the fun of floating in the Dead Sea; the joy of  being strengthened in faith 
as we renewed our baptismal promises at the River Jordon. In Rome, people seemed speechless 
touring the Sistine Chapel, the Tomb of Peter, or at the General Audience with the Pope (ironically, 
his last audience before becoming ill). Our young people also met with Italian youth we had hosted 
at Newman during World Youth Day. These moments can never be truly captured on camera; they 
are meant to be savoured and recalled in prayer.  
  

In Rome, for many of us, there was one particular highlight of the pilgrimage. It was an afternoon 
spent with Cardinal Stafford, the head of the Apostolic Penitentiary.  Cardinal Stafford ordained me 
in 1981, and so I looked forward to this meeting. He knew I was coming with pilgrims and so he 
prepared a restaurant for our arrival in the Trastevere area of Rome. What touched us most was that 
he took his time in helping us to process our trip to the Holy Land while also leading us in a 
reflection on the connection between the Holy Land and Rome. He treated us as pilgrims 
continuing the journey.  He also took us on a tour of the Basilica of Santa Maria; it houses the 
oldest icon to Mary in the West (The Merciful Virgin, 6th Century). He prayed with us, blessed us, 
and reminded us to continue our pilgrimage when we went home, in witnessing to Christ by what 
we had heard and seen. He was a gracious host. He mentioned we were a blessing to him; however, 
I think we were more blessed. His faith, and his love of the Holy Land, and Rome, was contagious. 
He was a great example and witness to us all, and we will be forever grateful. 
  

In conclusion, I hope these remarks and reflections might inspire others to take a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land and Rome. I believe such a trip can only serve to enrich one©s personal faith, drawing  
each person closer to God, particularly through the scriptures. The next time any one of us will read 
or hear a particular scripture passage, I suspect we will say, with great conviction,  "I was there!".   
  

Go to the Holy Land!  I am sure it will prove to be, for you,  a great blessing. 
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This group provides an opportunity for members of the Newman community to meet and discuss issues 
raised by the advances of science. The next meeting for the group will take place on Monday, Feb. 14 at 
7:30pm in the Oak Room. During this meeting we will examine the subject of HIV/AIDS. Articles 
addressing various aspects of HIV/AIDS are available at the reception desk at the Newman Centre. We will 
also consider the Sunday Gospel readings; Matt 4:1-11; 17:1-9.  
  

All are welcome to attend. No previous experience with the group is required. Contact Fr. Rob Allore, SJ at 
rob.allore@utoronto.ca  
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Hispanics and people who speak Spanish and want to improve it are welcome to join our group. 
The meetings will be the fourth Thursday of every month in the evening, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
The next event will be Thursday February 24th @ 7:00 p.m., at Newman Centre. For more 
information, contact Virna Deganis (newmanlatino@hotmail.com, 416-534-6677).  
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Remember how the city of Toronto changed for one amazing week in the summer of 2002 for World Youth 
Day? Young people from around the world are now poised to descend on Cologne, Germany for a massive 
celebration of faith from August 15-21, 2005.  
 

"We have come to worship him" (Mt 2:2): this is the theme of the next World Youth Day. It is a theme that 
enables young people from every continent to follow in spirit the path taken by the Magi whose relics, 
according to a pious tradition, are venerated in Cologne, and to meet, as they did, the Messiah of all nations. 
 

It©s not too late!  Even if you©ve never been to one of our meetings, if you are interested you can still attend 
with the Newman Centre group.  The deadline for registration with the group is March 14 and the cost is 
$300 plus airfare.  This covers all meals, local transportation, accommodation, insurance and activities in 
Cologne for the week.  Please contact Patrick Zdunich at pzdunich@bellnet.ca for a registration form or more 
info. 
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“ With Faith in God and Neighbour: Facing HIV / AIDS in Africa”  
 

A free public lecture by 
Michael Czerny, SJ  

African Jesuit AIDS Network 
 

Monday Feb. 28, 2005 , 7:30pm 
Newman Centre Chapel  

89 St. George St. 
 

Sponsored by the Newman Centre,  
Regis College Jesuit Community 

Special thanks to Dr. Peter Warrian for his generous support 
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Fr. Pat has initiated a process by which an individual student may have an opportunity to meet 
occasionally with a designated spiritual director to discuss their spiritual development and to 
discern where the Lord may be calling them in life. Interested students are invited to contact Fr. 
Pat at frpatodea@yahoo.com, and he will recommend a director. Fr. Pat is grateful to Jane 
Galvin, FCJ, and Marlene Taylor, two spiritual directors who generously offered to assist in this 
process. So far, a number of students have signed up! 

“  The lacerated image of the world … with the spector of terrorism and the tragedy “  The lacerated image of the world … with the spector of terrorism and the tragedy 
of war, calls on Christians … to live the Euacharist as a great school of peace.”of war, calls on Christians … to live the Euacharist as a great school of peace.”   

—— Pope John Paul II Pope John Paul II   
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In celebration of the Year of the Eucharist, all are welcome to an afternoon of Retreat, 
 

“ Do this in Memory of Me.”  
 

Saturday March 5th, 2-5 p.m. at the Newman Centre 
 

Retreat Director: Professor Janine Langan 
Co-Founder of Christianity and Culture Program at St. Michael’s University 
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This year Taize is held on campus exclusively at Tr inity College Chapel (6 Hoskin 
Avenue) every Tuesday evening beginning at 6:30 p.m.For more information, contact 

Rev. John Beech at  416-978-3288 or email Clea Soare (cle_music@yahoo.ca). 

ECUMENICAL  PRAYER WITH THE SONGS OF T A I Z É 
 

NOTE: NEW TIME &  LOCATION 
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Fr. Pat and the Youth Council wish to invite all young adults to a ski and retreat weekend to be held at a 
chalet near Collingwood, and Blue Mountain Ski Resort, the weekend of March 11 - 13th.  The tentative 
cost for the weekend is $50. The theme is "Growing Together in Faith". To register, please contact Teresa 
Langan at: teresa.langan@utoronto.ca, or Fr. Pat, at: frpatodea@yahoo.com.  This retreat is intended for 
university students and young adults who have completed university. The cost of ski equipment and rentals 
are separate to retreat cost. 
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The Sacrament of Reconciliation Service will be held on Monday, March 14, 2005, at 7:30 p.m., 
in the Newman Centre chapel. Kindly reserve this date on your calendars. 
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February 13th - 11 am  
Sacristan: Tara MacKenzie�
Servers: Pamela Carriere,  Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality:  Nancy Sidle, Teresa Simm, Doug 
Valentine, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Liz Smart, Tony Smith, Margaret So  
Eucharistic Ministers: Diane Doran, Kevin Doran, 
Margaret Dougherty, Leona Fernandes, Ed 
Filippozzi  
 
 
February 13th - 7 pm 
Sacristan: Andy Filarski�
Servers: Sheila Dabu, Sarah Hamilton 
Hospitality:  Anton de Ruiter , Janice de Ruiter, 
Chris Lane, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Leanne Salel, Cecillia Wagner 
Eucharistic Ministers: Vivian Kwok, Allan 
MacDonald, Keri-Lee Mullan, Yvonne Mullan, 
Chris Plommer 
 

 
February 20th—11 am 
Sacristan:  Sr. Terry Dalla, C.S.J.�
Servers: Student Campus Minister 
Hospitality:  Brenda Moher , Doug Moher,  Stacy 
Cassin, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Teresa Simm, Doug Valentine, Margaret 
Dougherty 
Eucharistic Ministers: Louise Grummitt, Paul Nolan, 
May Haden-Pawlowski, Anna Hecold, Bernard 
Kingvisser  
 
February 20th—7 pm 
Sacristan: Vivian Kwok 
Servers:  Ren Rejante, Sarah Hamilton 
Hospitality:  Greg O’Leary, Stephan Nieweler, 
Serge Paquet, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors:  Julie Zdunich, Colleen Coyne 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Danielle Potter, Colleen 
Coyne, Sheila Dabu, Sarah Goldstein, Kim Gottfried 

Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator@newmantoronto.com 
See http://www.newmantoronto.com/litminsked.htm for future schedules 
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For those not present when Cardinal Ambrozic©s letter to the Prime Minister was made available to 
parishioners, please note copies of the letter are available at the back of the chapel and in the 
Centre. In addition, you will find a listing of your local Members of Parliament for the Toronto 
Area. All are encouraged to write your member of parliament so they may hear from you, and to 
know where you stand. Let us also pray for God©s continued guidance in these matters.  
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Please join Development and Peace for this year©s campaign to support the just 
distribution of the world©s water. In many developing countries, water is becoming 
less accessible to the world©s poor because of the policies of powerful organizations 
like the World Bank.  Water and other natural resources once firmly belonged to the 
common good but are now increasingly become a marketplace commodity that can 
only be bought by the highest bidder. In these circumstances, many communities 
around the world are losing access to this vital resource.  In the coming weeks, the 
Newman Development and Peace Committee will be organizing events at the 
Newman Centre to highlight the need to make water and other natural resources 
accessible to all people. 
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Fr. Pat and priests in the Wadi Qelt in 
the Holy Land  


