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" Renewing our love for the sick and the lonely."      " Renewing our love for the sick and the lonely."       

by Fr. Patrick O’Dea 

I recently visited a former parishioner, in 
Toronto, who is ill. It was a wonderful visit, and a 
joyful reunion for both of us. To my surprise, as I 
was departing, she mentioned that very few people 
visit her anymore, since she became ill. She tended 
to excuse it by stating, with a degree of sadness, 
"People lead such busy lives....they just don't think 
about the sick anymore or simply don't have time to 
visit them...."     

What was striking about her comment was that 
she had not lived like that at all in the years before 
she became ill. This woman, now confined for the 
most part to her home, was hardly ever alone in the 
past. She had such a busy life,  full of helping 
family and others, and full of joys and hobbies. She 
managed to find time to even visit the sick in the 
nursing home. Her parish was a great source of 
faith and strength, and she was a very active 
parishioner. I was pleased, at the least,  to hear that 
there was still a connection to her parish. Ironically, 
it was mainly through a home visitation program. 
The one visit she looked forward to each week was 
the arrival of a lay minister of the sick from her 
parish, and the occasional visit of a priest, In each 
visit, they brought with them the presence of Christ 
in the Eucharist. It meant the world to her to know 
she had not been forgotten by her church, or by her 
God.   

Yet, her comments still raised a more disturbing 
trend in our society in which an older population is 
living longer, yet also in danger of feeling 
somewhat lonely or abandoned. I have often 
challenged myself on how often I might call upon a 
sick or elderly relative or parishioner. Yet, it is not 
only the duty of lay ministers to the sick, or 
chaplains, but of every Christian. To visit the sick 
or those in senior years living alone is truly an act 
of great love and faith. Did not Jesus hold this kind 
of service as a fundamental Christian way of 

living?  In my view, this should never be seen as a 
burden or an inconvenience; rather, it is a special 
blessing and joy. Why?  Because each person can 
only grow from the experience of learning 
something from the other, and of experiencing the 
Christ in the other. Is it no wonder that Jesus 
himself encouraged his followers to visit the sick? 
They are very close to the heart of Christ. In 
meeting them, in caring for them, they know they 
are never abandoned or forgotten.    

On Sundays, it is so important that our lay 
ministers to the sick be blessed as they are sent 
forth to bring the Body of Christ to those who are 
ill. In effect, to visit the sick is the work of us all. It 
is a part of our caring for the Body of Christ, the 
Church, and each of its members.    

I think we have all heard stories of people who 
rarely see family or friends anymore, since 
becoming ill, or since being confined to a nursing 
home. It is a pity. Yet, what is sadder is the missed 
opportunity for each to become richer in faith, 
hope, and love. In speaking with our lay pastoral 
visitors to the sick, at the Newman Centre, they 
cannot begin to describe the joys and moments of 
richness they find in each visit. I also heard recently 
from a young man who visited his grandfather and 
received such good insight into some decisions he 
was making about his future. He wants to continue 
to meet with him. He is discovering a person he is 
called to love but never really knew. Likewise, the 
grandfather. They are both the richer for the visit!   

In reflecting on this topic, on a hot summer day, 
I recall the witness of a Toronto priest, who died 
about 20 years ago. His name was Fr. Cochran. He 
was fond of reminding people to visit loved ones or 
friends before it was too late. Not to put off such 
visits, he would say. He exemplified this in his own 
life. When he died, the parish placed a plaque on 
the back wall of his church, Transfiguration, in 
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Etobicoke, Ontario, which highlighted his favourite 
poem (authour unknown). I trust this poem will 
inspire us to think more carefully about our concern 
for those who depend on us for friendship and 
Christian love, especially those who look forward 
to our visits and good company.   

Around the corner I have found a friend, 
In this great city that has no end; 
Yet days go by, and weeks rush on 

And before I know it, a year is gone, 
And I never see my old friend's face, 
For life is a swift and terrible race, 

He knows I like him just as well. 
As in the days when I rang his bell 

And he rang mine. 

  

We were younger then, 
And now we are busy, tired men: 

Tired with playing a foolish game, 
Tired with trying to make a name, 

"Tomorrow", I say, "I will call on Jim, 
Just to show that I'm thinking of him". 

But tomorrow comes---and tomorrow goes, 
And the distance between us grows and grows!   

Around the corner - yet miles away... 
"Here's a telegram, Sir",  "Jim died today." 

And that's what we get and deserve in the end: 
Around the corner, a vanished friend.                  
                     

—— Fr. Pat 
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7:30 p.m.—Saturday, July 8, 2005 
St. Michael’s Cathedral 

 

All pilgrims are invited to a special commissioning Mass for WYD pilgrims. Bishop Boissonneau 
will preside for this special evening. Visit http://www.ocytoronto.org for more information. 
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Fr. Pat has initiated a process by which an individual student may have an opportunity to meet 
occasionally with a designated spiritual director to discuss their spiritual development and to discern 
where the Lord may be calling them in life. Interested students are invited to contact Fr. Pat at 
frpatodea@yahoo.com, and he will recommend a director. Fr. Pat is grateful to Jane Galvin, FCJ, 
and Marlene Taylor, two spiritual directors who generously offered to assist in this process. So far, a 
number of students have signed up! 
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The Irish Coral Society of Canada is looking for singers to fill all sections. 
Rehearsals are every Tuesday evening from 7 -  9:45 p.m.  Singers of all levels 
of experience are invited to join. Men are particularly welcome to fill our tenor 
and bass sections. For more information please contact the director, Karen 
D'Aoust at 416-653-9102 or icsoc@canada.com. (Karen is director of the Irish 
Choral Society and a member of the Newman Sunday Morning choir). 



� � � � � � �� � � 	 
 � �� � 
 
 � 	 �� � ��� ��� � � 
 � �� � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � 
 � 	 � � � 
 � � � � � 	

� � � 
 � � � ! � � � � � � � � � � �" � � � � � � � � �� � 	 � � �� � � 
 � � � ! � � � � � � � � � � �" � � � � � � � � �� � 	 � � �� � � 
 � � � ! � � � � � � � � � � �" � � � � � � � � �� � 	 � � �� � � 
 � � � ! � � � � � � � � � � �" � � � � � � � � �� � 	 � � � ����
 

July 24th 
 

Enclosed are collection envelopes for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 
Marygrove Camp for Girls, which runs summer programs for 

underprivileged children.  Please give generously. 
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Archdiocesan Youth Rally 
July 23/24, 2005 

Mar tyrs’  Shr ine in Midland 
Registration now open 

Once again this year, we will model the World Youth Day experience at the Martyrs’  Shrine with 
an overnight event that will include catechesis, reconciliation, evening prayer, music and 
morning Mass with Bishop Boissonneau. Cost will be $40 per participant with shuttle busses 
offered for an additional charge with departure points throughout the Archdiocese. Visit http://
www.ocytoronto.org for registration forms and more details on this exciting annual event. 

� $ � & ' (  ) ' �* � + ' � � � ( '� $ � & ' (  ) ' �* � + ' � � � ( '� $ � & ' (  ) ' �* � + ' � � � ( '� $ � & ' (  ) ' �* � + ' � � � ( '  
  

The recent bake sale for ShareLife raised $1, 272. 91 towards this year's campaign. This amount 
was matched through a corporate donation by the Bank of Nova Scotia, raising the amount to $2, 
543.82. To date, this year, the Newman community has raised $10, 505.56, a record amount. Fr. 
Pat wishes to thank Patrick Casey, coordinator of this year's campaign, for his dedicated service, 
and all who contributed financially to the campaign. Given the recent heat wave, he is also 
grateful to all who took the time to prepare baked goods, or who offered other assistance, on the 
day of the Bake Sale. It was a great community effort. Persons still wishing to contribute to 
ShareLife may do so by dropping off their envelopes to the Newman Centre office, or placing it 
in the Sunday collection.  
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Fr. Pat is pleased to announce that 18 young men and women from the Newman community will 
be travelling to Cologne, Germany, for World Youth Day, in August. Patrick Zdunich, the group 
leader, has done a great job in promoting it and in preparing catechetical sessions in preparation 
for this event. Fr. Pat will direct a special retreat for the group in July, and all will be 
"commissioned" by the whole community on Sunday, July 10th.  
  
Most Newman WYD pilgrims decided not to seek funding from the parish since many have full 
or part-time employment, and they have worked hard to save for the trip. They worked closely 
with the Youth Council to judge whether funding was needed for students needing support. It has 
been determined that an amount of $1,500 is still needed. Fr. Pat has said he will make every 
attempt to cover that amount and welcomes any donations from interested parishioners. 
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 Day Tr ip to Midland - Mar tyr ’s Shr ine 
July 11th:  9 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

We will visit Martyr’s Shrine, Midland, in the morning, and then travel to 
Fairlawn Lake, near Penetanguishene, for an afternoon of swimming and 

barbecue. Cost: $10. 
 

 
 Tr ip to Quebec City and Montreal 

Thursday, July 14 – Sunday, July 17. 
Cost: $175 (does not include meals); includes transportation, 2 nights shared 

accommodation at Cap-de-la Madeleine, Quebec, and 2 nights single 
accommodation at McGill University, Montreal.  

Fr. Pat will lead this pilgrimage to Quebec. 
 

 Latin Dance Night- Newman Centre 
Fr iday July 29:  7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Come out and enjoy a night of dancing. Free dance lessons provided! 
(No need to RSVP; a free event) 

 
 To register for any of the events, please contact Peter Jae Choi, at the Newman Centre, 416-979-
2468, or e-mail peterjae_choi@excite.com. 
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The Newman community wishes to recognize and congratulate Sr. Rita Kim, F.M.M., who is 
celebrating her 25th Anniversary as a Franciscan Missionary of Mary, on July 9th. Fr. Pat also 
wishes to thank her for her great work with Korean students in the Legion of Mary which meets 
each Friday at the Newman Centre. Please pray that God may continue to bless her in her 
religious life and through her ministry to God's people. Thank you, Sr. Rita, for being such a 
great witness of love, faith, and hope. Blessings on your 25th anniversary as a religious sister! 
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The Love and Responsibility Reading Group will be meeting on July 9th to read through the last 
chapter:  Sexology and Ethics.  We will be reading pp. 265-278: Introductory Remarks, The 
Sexual Urge, and Marriage and Marital Intercourse.  
 

+Mass at 6:30pm in Newman Chapel with discussion following. 
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July 3rd—11 am  
Sacristan: Sr. Terry Dalla C.S.J.�
Servers: Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality: Tara Mackenzie, Stacy Cassin, Monique 
Ferdinand, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Doug Valentine, Richard d'Anjou, Margaret 
Dougherty 
Eucharistic Ministers: Diane Doran, Kevin Doran, Leona 
Fernandes, Louise Grummitt, Paul Nolan 
Lay Ministers of the Sick: Lanny Hui (Mt. Sinai), John 
Kennedy, Justyna Bartoszko (Princess Margaret)   

June 3rd—7 pm 
Sacristan: Andy Filarski�
Servers: Vivian Kwok, Michael Schmidt 
Hospitality: Mary Perrotta, Ren Rejante, Tina Avolio, 
Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors:  Leanne Salel, Cecilia Wagner 
Eucharistic Ministers: Colleen Coyne, Sonia Debarros 
Kim Gottfried, Sarah Hamilton, Andrij Harasymowycz 
 

July 10th—11 am 
Sacristan:  Margaret Dougherty�
Servers: Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality: Jacqueline Myers, Sebastien Fournie, Ann 
Kirkland, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors:  Marie Gleason, John Kennedy, Bernard 
Kingvisser 
Eucharistic Ministers: Sr. Terry Dalla, Richard d'Anjou, 
May Haden-Pawlowski, Konrad Hanz, Anna Hecold 
Lay Ministers of the Sick: Sarah Powrie (Mt. Sinai), Jogn 
& Carmela Milucci, Teresa Langan (Princess Margaret) 
 

July 10th—7pm 
Sacristan: Diane Ahn�
Servers: Sarah Hamilton, Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality: Anton de Ruiter , Janice de Ruiter, Joshua 
Roldan, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors:  Julie Zdunich, Colleen Coyne 
Eucharistic Ministers: Vivian Kwok, Allan MacDonald 
Yvonne Mullan, Chris Plommer, Danielle Potter 
 

July 17th—11 am  
Sacristan: Tara Mackenzie�
Servers: Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality: Teresa Simm, Brian Luna, Robert Mason, 
Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Ann Kirkland, Senning Luk, Carmela Miliucci 
Eucharistic Ministers:  John Kennedy, Bernard 
Kingvisser, Diane Lauziere, Jacqueline Myers, Toni 
O'Shea 
Lay Ministers of the Sick: Kay Arpin (Mt. Sinai) 
 

July 17th—7 pm 
Sacristan: Lanny Hui�
Servers: Ren Rejante, Vivian Kwok 
Hospitality: Chr is Lane, Monique Ferdinand, Sebastien 
Fournie, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: John Cuddihy, Joshua Dey 
Eucharistic Ministers: Colleen Coyne, Sonia Debarros 
Kim Gottfried, Sarah Hamilton, Andrij Harasymowycz 
 

July 24th—11 am 
Sacristan: Jacqueline Myers�
Servers: Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality: Doug Valentine, Marianne Moroney, 
Stephen Morris, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: John Miliucci, Fergal Nolan, Toni O'Shea 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Anne O'Mahoney, Michael 
O'Mahoney, Eileen Richard, Larry Richard, Sr. Terry 
Dalla 
Lay Ministers of the Sick: Mary Pugh (Mt. Sinai), ohn 
Kennedy, Justyna Bartoszko (Princess Margaret) 
 

July 24th—7pm 
Sacristan: Vivian Kwok�
Servers: Michael Schmidt, Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality: Greg O©Leary, Brian Luna, Ana Laura 
Munoz, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Susan Fohr, Ana Garcia 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Lanny Hui, Allan MacDonald 
Yvonne Mullan, Chris Plommer,Danielle Potter 
 

July 31th—11 am 
Sacristan: Sr. Terry Dalla C.S.J.�
Servers: Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality: Tara Mackenzie, Kathleen Murphy, Julie 
Polisena, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Larry Richard, Eileen Richard, Teresa Simm 
Eucharistic Ministers: Richard d'Anjou, Diane Doran 
Kevin Doran, Leona Fernandes, May Haden-Pawlowsk 
Lay Ministers of the Sick: Leona Fernandez  (Mt. Sinai) 
 

July 31th—7pm 
Sacristan: Julie Wright�
Servers: Vivian Kwok, Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality: Serge Paquet, Stephen Morris, Ren Rejante, 
Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Sarah Hamilton, Andrij Harasymowycz 
Eucharistic Ministers: Colleen Coyne, Sonia Debarros, 
Kim Gottfried, Allan MacDonald, Yvonne Mullan 

Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-
2468, coordinator@newmantoronto.com 

See http://www.newmantoronto.com/litminsked.htm 
for future schedules 
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