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Discussion, Prayer and Fellowship Groups
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HeDied, That WeMight Live
Rev. Bob Williams, C.S.B.

With the beginning of Holy Week, we begin
to focus intently on the heart of the mystery of salva
tion. It'sthe mystery of dying and rising, the mystery
of humiliation and exultation, the mystery of suffer-
ing and glorification, the mystery of death in order to
live eternally, the mystery of defeat which is crowned
with victory.

It's a story of the fickleness of the crowd
that we hear shout “Hosanna’ at the beginning of the
week and “Crucify him” at its close. It's a story in
which agony and ecstasy are combined. A story that
begins on aday of contradiction. To call the first day
of Holy Week “Passion Sunday,” for example, em-
phasizes suffering and eath, while the words “Palm
Sunday” emphasize glory and victory. To the extent
that the word “Passion” might imply that Jesus was a
passive victim, the word is a misnomer: Jesus was a
willing and active partner with his heavenly Father in
the work of salvation.

In the Passion narrative found in the gospel
according to Matthew (26:14-27:66), whose account
is probably the most authentic representation of what
happened, we find the story of a man whose londli-
ness and being misunderstood lasted to the end of his
life. Atthe Last Supper, for instance, the self-seeking
Judas, who loved money, joined the other apostles.
Unlike the others, who addressed Jesus as “Lord,”
Judas used the title normally used in Matthew's gos-
pel by the faithless: “Rabbi”.

To Judas's inquiry about whether he would
be the one to betray Jesus, Jesus replied with studied
reserve: “You have said so” (26:25). Jesus has ac-
cused Judas of nothing, but Judas, and only Judas
knew what he meant. Caiaphas the high preist or-
dered Jesus to tell under oath whether he was the
Messiah, the Son of God. Caiaphas, who was mad
for power and hence blindly eager to please the Ro-
man procurator Pontius Pilate, had weakened the
power of the Sanhedrin by removing them from the
Temple Mount, and had strengthened his control of
trade by encouraging the moneychangers and the sell-
ers of animals to enter the main court of the Temple.

In Jerusalem he was powerful enough to
protect Jesus successfully from death if that were
politically expedient for him. But Caiaphas saw in
Jesus a danger for the Romans, for the Jews, and for
his rule. What he did was not one of the noblest acts
of history, but —for aman of his caliber —understand-
able.

The Sanhedrin, the supreme Jewish judicia
body, knowing that the charge of blasphemy
(26:65ff.) would be meaningless to the Roman au-
thority like Pilate couldn’t ignore: (1) that Jesus was a
revolutionary, (2) that he urged the people not to pay
taxes, and (3) that he claimed to be king. Pilate didn’'t
like the Jews, and they knew it. Unlike his more dip-
lomatic predecessors, he had offended their sensibili-
ties by a blatant display of the Roman eagle and im-
ages of the emperor. Although he had a much-needed
aqueduct built, his plundering of the Temple treasury
to meet its cost was a gross violation of the Jews
rights. And the fact that he was always subject to
Jewish report to Rome made him feel insecure. Con-
flicts were inevitable.

This wary representative of Roman domina-
tion suspected a hidden agenda at the Jews' presenta-
tion of Jesus: it could well be Jewish intrigue to lead
him into a trap and disgrace him in Rome. He
checked things out up front by blatantly asking Jesus
if he were the king of the Jews. Again Jesus quietly
answered with his enigmatic turning the question
back to Pilate (27:11). Pilate’s magnanimous offer to
release a prisoner in honour of the Jewish national
holiday was more to escape a possible trap than an
effort to save Jesus. Hetried to load the deck by pre-
senting what he considered the least welcome aterna-
tive to Jesus: a notorious prisoner. That backfired.
The maob, driven wild by their leaders, rejected Jesus
and chose for release the villainous Barabbas. Euvil
had one of its moments of triumph as the incited
crowd persisted in crying for Jesus crucifixion
(27:22ff.).

Pilate, to signify that he was innocent of
Jesus' blood (v.24), accommodated himself to a Jew-




ish custom by washing his hands. His plea was a
futile gesture of unloading his personal responsibil-
ity, a gesture that many of usindulge in: “It's none
of my business!” But it is our business to be in-
volved in the Passion of Jesus, our brother, wherever
it's happening today, and “washing our hands’ of
responsibility won't cleanse out guilt.

The scourging to appease the crowd and
excite pity was indicative of the injustice of thw
whole trial. A man was declared innocent and then
lashed on his bare back with a thing of bone and
lead until his flesh was raw. The horseplay of the
ignorant and barbarous conscript-soldiers who
mocked him added to the physical torment of the
scourging and crowning with thorns.

Jerusalem was at that time an excited and
oriental city on the eve of the great festival. People
were ariving by the hundreds. Hawkers were
shouting their wares to earn for themselves months
of earnings in a short time. The festival would soon
begin, so everyone was in a hurry. In this milieu
Jesus was compelled to carry the cross to the execu-
tion grounds. There were no police keeping order:
the mounted centurion at the head of the procession
had to make the pathetic group’s way with the point
of his lance through the crowds of revelers. Jesus
frequently fell on the unseen steps in the terraced
street.

Crucifixion was so horrible that the Ro-
mans wouldn’t permit it for a Roman citizen. They
adopted it from crueler nations, for the lowest type
of criminal: runaway slaves, bandits, rebels. The
crucified usualy hung on the cross to die dowly in
excruciating pain as life ebbed from them.

The inscription over Jesus (v.37) read,
“Thisis Jesus, the King of the Jews.” It was written
in Greek, the language of culture; Latin, the lan-
guage of the government; and in Hebrew, the lan-
guage of the country. While Jesus hung between
heaven and earth, darkness came over the whole
land (v.45). Asasymbol of the power of darkness,
this was fitting: as heavenly light had shown upon
his cradle, darkness should characterize his terrible
death.

Look at Jesus a this point. As if the gro-
tesque scene wasn't enough punishment, his desper-
ate feeling of loneliness and desertion was worse.

Toward mid-afternoon, Jesus cried out, “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?’ (v.46) If it
were a cry of despair, it would be understandable:
He had after al been rejected by his country’s |ead-
ers as a blasphemer, handed over to strangers, had a
revolutionary preferred over him for freedom, was
treated by the Romans as a criminal, spurned by his
own people, jeered at by a brigand, and forsaken by
his friends. Abandonment by his Father, if that were
to happen, would be the deepest pain of al.

When it was Jesus' time to surrender his
spirit to his Father, he died — the world’'s most cele-
brated case of capital punishment. Then the soldiers
divided his garments by casting lots (v.35), while
they kept watch over him (v.36) to ensure that no
one rescued him. His agonizing death was as the
“Servant of God” who had emptied himself at the
service of his heavenly Father and of us his brothers
and sisters.

Accompanying Jesus death were many
hard-to-understand phenomena: his cry in a loud
voice (v.51), the earthquake splitting the rock of
Golgotha (v.52). After his resurrection many of
those who had been buried were coming forth from
their tombs (v.53) — not only symbolizing Jesus
victory over death, but prefiguring the resurrection
of al people, the final cosmic event of human his-
tory. Perhaps the greatest wonder is that even a
hard-bitten Roman soldier was terror-stricken at it
all to the point of confessing that this was truly the
Son of God! (v.54)

Jesus' passion is as we said in the begin-
ning, a paradox. It'sthe suffering servant who at the
same time is aroyal figure — a story of both servant
hood and glory. If we emphasize one at the expense
of the other, we misinterpret the story.

Each of us stands alone before Jesus. Like
Judas, Pilate, Caiaphas, Simon of Cyrenean, the
Roman centurion, and dl the others who had a role
in the drama of the passion and death of Jesus, each
of us must declare where we stand by our attitudes
and actions. The best test of that is whether we're
faithful to Christian principles. principles of justice,
of peace, of married life, of human existence. Jesus
didn't suffer and die to exempt others from suffering
and dying, but to redeem us and to show us how to
suffer and die.




Naming the Holy L ecture Series

After the Bombing:
Trauma and Reconciliation

w in Omaugh"
0% A free public lecture by:
) &% Dr. Kate Gillespie, MD

Clinical Director, Northern Ireland
Centre for Trauma & Transformation

Thursday March 31, 2005, 7:30pm

Newman Centre Chapel
89 St. George St.
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Saturday, March 19, 2005 @ 6 p.m.

"Y ou young people are important members of the Church ... We are al pilgrims on the spiritual
journey. Come, let us worship Him." (from Cardinal Abrozic®Palm Sunday invitation to the
youth of the Archdiocese)

Gather with youth and young adults from across the Archdiocese for the first annual Palm
Sunday Celéebration. Palm Sunday is recognized internationally as World Y outh Day and it will
mark the launch of the WY D 2005 theme, "We have come to worship Him" (Mt. 2:2). We will
begin the evening with music, testimony, and catechesis with Bishop Grecco at St. Paul®Basilica
followed by a procession to St. Michael© Cathedral for Palm Sunday Mass with Cardinal
Ambrozic. All are welcome, regardless of whether or not you plan to attend WY D in Colognein
August.

Location: St. Paul®Basilica@ 6 p.m. & St. Michad® Cathedral @ 8 p.m.

More information and for the full text of the Cardinal®letter to the
youth: Office of Catholic Y outh: (416) 599-7676 or www.ocytoronto.org.




Thefirst collection for the annual Share-Life appea will be taken up on the
weekend of April 3rd. ShareLife envelopes will be available in the next edition
of the bulletin (the Easter bulletin).

Gday:

| wish to express my gratitude and appreciation to Fr. Robin Koning, S.J., for his friendship
and service to the Newman community these past five years. He was one of the first people | met
when | arrived as Pastor and Director in June, 2000. Although working on his doctoral degreein
theology, and living nearby with his Jesuit community, he kindly accepted my offer to assist with
occasional preaching at Newman. In addition to some other priests that | also welcomed for this
purpose, to include Fr. Rob Alore, Fr. Ben Jobin, and Fr. Gordon Rixon, Fr. Robin became an
integral part of our community.

Fr. Robin will be sorely missed, not only for his priestly ministry, but for his great friendship
and crafty humour. Newman has indeed been a special “home” to him while in Canada. This
became evident, a few years ago, when he asked if he could celebrate his Final Vows as a Jesuit
in our chapel. He will long be remembered for his very thoughtful homilies, his devotion to his
Church, his example of faith, and the easy manner in which he accepted and worked with people.

In giving his heart to Newman, he has taught us to love it, too, and to treasure it as a precious
gift in our journey of faith. I wish Fr. Robin well as he returns to Australia, and in his new
teaching ssignment at the Jesuit Theological College, Melbourne.

Best wishes, mate, and may God Bless youl!

The Catholic Doctor's Guild Student and Resident Section invites you to a
discussion...
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konrad_szymanski @ot mai | . com




In anticipation of Easter, a Sacrament of
Reconciliation Service will be held on Monday,
March 14, 2005, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Newman Centre chapel.

All are welcome!
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If you would like to help organize the event (decorations, music, etc...), make a donation
to the Silent Auction or Raffle, or help subsidize the cost of the student tickets, please
contact Colleen Coyne (colleen.coyne@utoronto.ca) or 416-531-7441
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Fr. Pat has initiated a process by which an individual student may have an opportunity to meet
occasionally with a designated spiritua director to discuss their spiritual development and to
discern where the Lord may be calling them in life. Interested students are invited to contact Fr.
Pat at frpatodea@yahoo.com, and he will recommend a director. Fr. Pat is grateful to Jane
Galvin, FCJ, and Marlene Taylor, two spiritual directors who generoudly offered to assist in this
process. So far, a number of students have signed up!

There' san event for you!

Join uson April 1st, 2005 for our first annual “Dessert Luck” (like a pot
luck but with dessert)! Please R.S.V.P. at (416) 979-2468 ext. 245 or at
lena.krasey @utoronto.ca.

Thank you to all who signed up to attend the ski and retreat weekend at Blue Mountain ,
n Collingwood, the weekend of March 18—20, presented by the Youth Council. The
theme of the weekend will be "Growing Together in Faith". The retreat is fully booked .
We appreciate the wonderful response and wish al avery happy and enriching weekend.

For those not present when Cardinal Ambrozic®letter to the Prime Minister was made available
to parishioners, please note copies of the letter are available at the back of the chapel and in the
Centre. In addition, you will find a listing of your local Members of Parliament for the Toronto
Area. All are encouraged to write your member of parliament so they may hear from you, and to
know where you stand. Let us also pray for God® continued guidance in these matters.
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Thisyear Taizeis held on campus exclusively at Trinity College Chapel (6 Hoskin
Avenue) every Tuesday evening beginning at 6:30 p.m.For more information, contact
Rev. John Beech at 416-978-3288 or email Clea Soare (cle_music@yahoo.ca).




“og m o wo ) L

December (not previoudy published)

2003 2004

December 7, 2003 $3,428.91 December 5, 2004 $3,082.55
December 14, 2003  $2,477.83 December 12, 2004  $3,999.69
December 21, 2003  $2,751.44 December 19, 2004  $2,809.91
Christmas Masses $6,990.05 Christmas Masses  $15,300.46
December 28, 2003 $1,923.55 December 26, 2004  $2,073.32

Total: $17,571.78 Total: $27,265.93
January

2004 2005

January 1, 2004 $1,207.29 January 1, 2004 $1,024.69
January 4, 2004 $2,750.86 January 2, 2005 $2,698.73

January 11, 2004 $2,325.82 January 9, 2005 $3,381.14
January 18, 2004 $2,455.63 January 16, 2005 $2,450.11
January 25, 2004 $2,324.28 January 23, 2005 $2,003.89
February 1, 2004 $2,778.75 January 30, 2005 $2,350.02

Total: $13,842.63 Total: $13,908.58
February
2004 2005

February 8, 2004 $2,741.56 February 6, 2005 $2,367.08
February 15, 2004 $2,456.36 February 13, 2005 $2,618.15
February 22, 2004 $2,742.20 February 20, 2005  $1,953.25
February 29, 2004 $3,393.96 February 27, 2005 $2,407.29
Total: $11,334.08 Total: $9,345.77

Many thanksto all those who contributed to the Newman Centrein
January and February. It'sonly through your generous support
that we can develop an active Catholic presence on the Univer sity
of Toronto campus. Your financial support really doesmake a
differencel




March 13th - 11 am

Sacristan: Sr. Terry Dalla,C.S.J.

Servers. Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Min.
Hospitality: Nancy Sidle, Brenda Moher, Doug Moher,
Student Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors: Tony Smith, Toni O’ Shea, Joan Bedard
Eucharistic Ministers: Diane Doran, Kevin Doran,
Margaret Dougherty, Leona Fernandes, May Haden-
Pawlowski

March 13th - 7 pm

Sacristan: Colleen Coyne

Servers. Isabalnzunza, Ren Rejante

Hospitality: Mary Perrotta, Anton de Ruiter, Janice de
Ruiter, Student Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors: Ana Garcia, Sarah Hamilton

Eucharistic Ministers: Sheila Dabu, Sarah Goldstein,
Kim Gottfried, Andrij Harasymowycz, Vivian Kwok

March 20th (Palm Sunday) —11 am

Sacristan: Margaret Dougherty

Servers. Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Minister
Hospitality: Doug Valentine, Anya Vieira, Larry
Carriere, Marietta Carriere, Stacy Cassin, Student
Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors: Ann Kirkland, Toni O’ Shea, Eileen Richard,
Larry Richard, Teresa Simm, Liz Smart, Margaret So
Eucharistic Ministers: Tony Smith, Diane Lauziere,
Bernard Kingvisser, Anna Hecold, Paul Nolan, Louise
Grummitt

March 20th (Palm Sunday) —7 pm

Sacristan: Andy Filarski

Servers. Vivian Kwok, Student Campus Minister
Hospitality: Greg O’ Leary, Serge Paquet, Ren Regjante,
Student Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors: Andrij Harasymowycz, Adonis Lopez,
Yvonne Mullan, Mary Perrotta, Leanne Salel, Cecilia
Wagner

Eucharistic Ministers: Teresa Langan, Allan
MacDonald, Keri-Lee Mullan, Chris Plommer, Danielle
Potter

March 24th (Holy Thursday) - 7:30pm

Sacristan: Julie Wright

Servers. Sarah Hamilton, Student Campus Min.
Hospitality: ChrisLane, Mary Perrotta, Tina Avolio,
Student Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors: Tony Smith, Doug Vaentine, Joan Bedard
Eucharistic Ministers: Colleen Coyne, Toni O’ Shea,
Larry Richard, Eileen Richard, Sarah Goldstein

March 25th (Good Friday) - 3:00pm

Sacristan: Margaret Dougherty

Servers. Isalbalnzunza, Ren Rejante, Vivian Kwok,
Isaac Seung-Jun Lee

Hospitality: Teresa Simm, Chris Lane, Ann Kirkland,
Brenda Moher, Doug Moher, Student Campus Minister
(x2)

Lectors: Colleen Coyne, John Cuddihy, Richard

d’ Anjou, Joshua Dey, Susan Fohr, Joan Gregson
Eucharistic Ministers: Sarah Hamilton, Andrij
Harasymowycz, Joan Bedard, Richard Bedard, Anade
Mélo, Virgilio de Melo

March 26th (Easter Vigil) - 10:30pm

Sacristan: Lanny Hui

Servers. Vivian Kwok, Isaac Seung-Jun Lee
Hospitality: Serge Paquet, Greg O’ Leary, Lucia
Dilorio, Student Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors: Sarah Hamilton, John Kennedy, Bernard
Kingvisser, Talitha Greenwood, Senning Luk, Fergal
Nolan, Marie Gleason, Ana Garcia

Eucharistic Ministers: Kim Gottfried, Colleen Coyne,
Teresa Langan, Allan MacDonald, Louise Grummitt,
Paul Nolan

March 27th (Easter Morning) - 11:00am

Sacristan: Sr. Terry Dalla, C.S.J.

Servers. Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Minister
Hospitality: Nancy Sidle, Larry Carriere, Marietta,
Student Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors: John Miliucci, Carmela Miliucci, Teresa
Simm

Eucharistic Ministers: Richard d’ Anjou, Kevin Doran,
Diane Doran, Margaret Dougherty, Leona Fernandes

Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator@newmantoronto.com
See http://www.newmantoronto.com/litminsked.htm for future schedules
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Sat. March 19 Sun. March 20 Sun. March 20
Mass at 5:30 p.m. Mass at 11:00 a.m. Mass at 7:00 p.m.

Procession forms at
Philosopher’'s Walk
beginning at 10:45 a.m.

MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
Mass at 12:15 p.m.
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March 24
Mass at 7:30 p.m.
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March 25

Liturgy at 3:00 p.m.
Stations of the Cross at 7:30 p.m.
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March 26
Mass at 10:30 p.m.
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