Painting by M. Gabankuua, “ Mystery of Redemption”, Original Oil Painting
which hangsin the Newman Centre Chapel
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Discussion, Prayer and Fellowship Groups
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WeAreAn Easter People
Rev. Bob Williams, C.S.B.

“ Early on the first day of the week, while it
was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So
she ran and went to Smon Peter and the other disciple,
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, " They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid him."

Then Peter and the other disciple set out and
went toward the tomb. The two were running together,
but the other disciple out ran Peter and reached the
tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.

Then Smon Peter came, following him, and
went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place
by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet
they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise
fromthedead.” (Jn. 20:1-9)

This selection from the fourth gospel brings
forward reminiscences that had been preserved for
devout recalling. The story opens with the darkness
of the night, the small hours before the dawn. We
glimpse the veiled silhouette of Mary Magdalene.
Sheis still devoted to Jesus, despite al the horrors of
his execution and the emotional shock of his hurried
burial. She moves away from the rugged city wall of
old Jerusalem to the newer garden of Joseph of Ari-
mathea. The latter had obtained official authorization
to bury the corpse. The great round stone had been
rolled aside; the door of the tomb was gaping open
and defenceless, utterly improper, and suggesting
only one explanation to her shocked mind: Some peo-
ple had removed the body of Jesus! She had no idea
of their identity, their purpose, or their location. She
takes the only course open to her; she runs in great
haste to the leaders of the disciples, to “Smon Peter
and the other disciples.”

Peter and John answer the summons. They
run to the tomb to ascertain for themselves what the

situation would reveal.

The Empty Tomb

John probably related to his disciples later
how he out-paces and out-distanced Peter. Commen-
tators have seen a significant symbolism in Johns
reaching the tomb first but yielding to the head of the
church before entering the tomb. Such thoughts were
hardly present in their minds at the time. John, “the
one Jesus loved,” was probably overcome with emo-
tion and preferred to wait for Peter's company to aid
his judgement of the scene. He had “ stooped to look
in” through the low entrance of the inner chamber,
and had seen something he never forgot.

Twice our text explicitly mentions what
might seem to be a circumstantial detail: The burial
shroud and the wrappings are lying in the tomb. A
message must be contained in this deliberate empha
sis, recorded many years later, and after three gospels.
Would not grave robbers, intent on stealthily getting
away the body of Jesus, have left the wrappings on
the body?

There is something else. Thereis no indica
tion that the cloths are on the ground, on the contrary
“He saw the linen cloths lying there.” |Is not the evan-
gelist telling us that the cloths were laid out, in the
tomb niche corresponding to the position of Jesus
body?

What is more, the cloth “ which had been on
his head” is not lying out in a flat position with the
other cloths; it is“rolled up” in a distinctive manner,
“inaplace by itself.” Isthe evangelist telling us that
the head cloth was “rolled up” at the very spot where
Jesus' head had rested?

Whatever the precise meaning of those
terms, the disciples reach the conclusion that some-
thing very special has happened. They reached a
different view from that of Mary Magdalene. They
believed! It was not yet in afully explicit and verbal-
ized manner, but they believed!

The whole of the New Testament is written
after the event of the resurrection. The telling of the




story of Jesus and the experiences of the early disci-
ples has the resurrection as a backdrop. The risen
Jesus of the New Testament thought was also the
crucified, the persecuted, the wounded, the Broken
One. His resurrection was not a remote or theoreti-
cal problem but part of the meaning of their daily
living and aspiring.

The suffering, death and resurrection of
Jesus are about our lives aswell. The potency of the
message of the resurrection lies in the fact that it
shows us the way in which life itself works in a new
way. Every fresh step we take, from the very act of
being born, to forsaking childhood, to leaving home,
to choosing a career, to being pummelled with injus-
tice—until death itself-isaform of dying to the past.

Similarly every occasion of spiritual or
inner growth, from losing this or that prejudice to
gaining any fresh insight into ourselves, others or
the world, means a mini-death, or a rebirth. The
resurrection of Jesus means that we too shall one
day be resurrected. But the real power of the Easter
Message is what it says about life here and now.

Paul began the process of finding words for
this new meaning in life. Speaking of Baptism he
says. “you have been buried with him when you
were baptized; and by baptism, too, you have been
raised up with him through your belief in the power
of God who raised him from the dead.” (Col.2:12)

What Does It Mean Today?

How do we speak of the resurrection to-
day? What does it mean for us? Is it only some-
thing in a remote past involving one person, Jesus,
and in an even vaguer future, an object of our per-
sona hopes? Would | be laughed at or written off if
| were to address Christians today with the words:
"redlize that you have been raised from the dead,’” or
"the most important energy of my life flows from the
risen Christ'?

Happily the impact of the resurrection in
our lives is not tied to our capacity to talk about it,
not even to our awareness of it. Would we list it
among the most important remarks we would make
about today’s living? Let us explore but one insight
into the resurrection.

The resurrection means that Jesus is for-
ever part of the present. This means that whether |

am driving a bus, changing oil in a car, cleaning
windows, researching a school project, or preparing
a lecture, or cooking a meal, or whatever, Jesus,
alive and well, is part of the scene.

It means that if | want to list the most im-
portant constituents of this or any moment the pres-
ence of Jesus tops others. We are never aone
whether dying of hunger in a starving ghetto or of
boredom in a resort apartment gorged with luxury.
In danger, in dying, in caring in loving we are never
left to our own resources. A presence links our per-
son, our actions into the network of unfolding crea
tion. Nothing isinsignificant. Everythingis marked
by the event we call the resurrection. Beautiful!

A Bread and Butter Issue

Resurrection is a bread and butter issue of
the meaning of our lives. It enriches the perception
of every moment, grounds more deeply the roots of
hope, and strengthens the risk of love. To find that
wavelength we need contemplation as a very ordi-
nary activity of living. For people who realy cele-
brate Easter it should be like breathing out and in—
living in the atmosphere of eternal life.

At the moment of his soul’ s returning to his
sacred body, Jesus saw his now immortal body im-
mediately clothed in robes of glory. To our eyes, it
would be not unlike the Transfiguration, when “His
garments became glistening, intensely white” (Mk
9:3). The buria wrappings he simply left undis-
turbed , not open or unwound, intact empty shells.
Later that day he was to pas through the closed
doors of the upper room and leave them intact too.

Jesus glorified humanity now belonged to a
universe with its own laws of physics, its own sys-
tems, “a new heaven and a new earth” (Rev.21:1).
To that universe Mary in her assumption already
belongs. To that universe too shall we belong, we
who are“in Christ.”

“Over and over, we struggle out of thetomb
Feet tangled in the winding sheets
Decay just settingin;

Over and over catch the scent of clean air
Asthe stoneyields
And over and over, turn again
Tothedawn, tothe new light.”




Naming the Holy L ecture Series

After the Bombing:
Trauma and Reconciliation
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A s A free public lecture by:
//) &% Dr. Kate Gillespie, MD

Clinical Director, Northern Ireland
Centre for Trauma & Transformation

Thursday March 31, 2005, 7:30pm

Newman Centre Chapel
89 St. George St.
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I n the Oak Room and The Cardinal Newman Room, The
Newman Centre.

Dr. Katherine Rouleau will offer a special presentation on her recent trip to
Africa, at 8:30pm, April 10th, in the Newman Centre.

Fundsraised will go to Dignitas Inter national, a Canadian humanitarian
or ganization supported by St. Michael’s Hospital, benefiting children,
women and men with HIV/AIDSin Malawi, Africa.
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Thefirst collection for the annual Share-Life appeal will be
taken up on the weekend of April 3rd. SharelL ife envelopes
areavailablein the bulletin.

* * + * n
’

This group provides an opportunity for members of the Newman community to meet and
discussissues raised by the advances of science. The next meeting for the group will take
place on Monday, April 4 a 7:30pm in the Cardinal Newman Room. During this meeting we
will examine the subject of @ith and the environmental movement©Articles addressing the
subject are available at the reception desk at the Newman Centre. We will aso consider the
Sunday Gospel readings; John 20:19-31 and Luke 24:13-35.

All are welcome to attend. No previous experience with the group is required. Contact Fr.
Rob Allore, SJ at rob.allore@utoronto.ca

201 - " 2.

There' san event for you!

Join us Friday April 1st, 2005 for the Newly Married Couples first
annual “Dessert-Luck”. Bring adessert and eat other people’s
desserts. Finally getting married is paying off. The event begins at
7:30pm at the Newman Centre. Please R.S.V.P. at (416) 979-2468
ext. 245 or at lena.krasey@utoronto.ca.
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A Free Public Lecture By: Scott Hahn

Friday April 8th
3-5pm

St. Michael@ College (Brennan 200)
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I know most of usfind that Easter this year has sprung upon us so quickly. As we celebrate Holy
Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil and Sunday, know that you will be in my thoughts and
prayers. No matter how or from what perspective we approach Easter, the Holy Spirit can work
with it and continues to remind us of our dignity as sons and daughters of God. In the Risen Christ,
we are reminded of what God has in mind for us. Resurrection is a gift to each of us, agift whichis
beyond all imagining. Pray over that thought this Easter, realizing it is something which should

give us hope, consolation, and joy. Live as a person of the resurrection. It is your story, too. Happy
Easter!

-Fr. Pat

+ . +:3
| wish to thank all who assisted with our Easter preparations. This includes those involved with
preparing for our liturgical celebrations, the members of the choir, the RCIA team, staff, and
campus ministers, and those who worked so diligently to prepare our chapel for Easter. It is

always a a pleasure to witness so much joy and creativity as we celebrate as we celebrate as a
community of faith.

n *

Fr. Pat has initiated a process by which an individual student may have an opportunity to meet
occasionally with a designated spiritual director to discuss their spiritual development and to
discern where the Lord may be calling them in life. Interested students are invited to contact Fr.
Pat at frpatodea@yahoo.com, and he will recommend a director. Fr. Pat is grateful to Jane
Galvin, FCJ, and Marlene Taylor, two spiritua directors who generously offered to assist in this
process. So far, a number of students have signed up!

6 : - 7+ + 8 " $
1 )
8- 10 p.m. (Mass begins at 8:00 p.m.) - Newman Centre Chapel

Come and pray for the intention of vocations to the priesthood, religiouslife, and diaconate.
In thistime of Lent, spend one hour in prayer for your needs and the needs of the Church.

-1 - )3 , + 45
Thisyear Taizeis held on campus exclusively at Trinity College Chapel (6 Hoskin
Avenue) every Tuesday evening beginning at 6:30 p.m.For more information, contact
Rev. John Beech at 416-978-3288 or email Clea Soare (cle_music@yahoo.ca).




Sudent Campus Ministry Team
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Pictures highlighting the farewell Mass and reception for Fr.
Robin Koning, S.J., are available for viewing on the
Newman Centre website: www.newmantoronto.com.

A special thank you to all those who contributed to
thefarewell party, making it a memor able night for
all!
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March 27th - 11 am

Sacristan: Sr. Terry Dalla,C.S.J.

Servers. Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Min.
Hospitality: Nancy Sidle, Brenda Moher, Doug
Moher, Student Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors: Tony Smith, Toni O’ Shea, Joan Bedard
Eucharistic Ministers: Diane Doran, Kevin Doran,
Margaret Dougherty, Leona Fernandes, May
Haden-Pawlowski

April 3rd —11 am

Sacristan: Jacqueline Myers

Servers: Student Campus Minister

Hospitality: Brenda Moher, Doug Moher, Anya
Vieira, Student Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors: Larry Richard, Eileen Richard, Ann
Kirkland

Eucharistic Ministers. May Haden-Pawlowski,
AnnaHecold, Bernard Kingvisser, Diane
Lauziere, Toni OGhea

April 3rd —7 pm

Sacristan: Sheila Dabu

Servers. Ren Regante, Vivian Kwok
Hospitality: Mary Perrotta, TinaAvolio, Serge
Paquet, Student Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors. Andrij Harasymowycz, Adonis Lopez
Eucharistic Ministers. Keri-Lee Mullan, Yvonne
Mullan, Chris Plommer, Danielle Potter, Colleen
Coyne

April 10th - 11am

Sacristan: TaraMackenzie

Servers: Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Min.
Hospitality: Doug Valentine, Stacy Cassin,
Marisa D@lessandro, Student Campus Minister
(x2)

Lectors. Liz Smart, Tony Smith, Margaret So
Eucharistic Ministers: Ed Filippozzi, Ann
Kirkland, Jacqueline Myers, Eileen Richard, Larry
Richard

April 10th - 7pm

Sacristan: Vivian Kwok

Servers: Isalba Inzunza, Sarah Hamilton
Hospitality: Serge Paquet, Mary Perrotta, Ren
Rejante

Student Campus Minister (x2)

Lectors. Leanne Salel, Margaret So,
Eucharistic Ministers: Teresa Langan, Allan
MacDonald, Keri-Lee Mullan, Y vonne Mullan,
Chris Plommer

Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator@newmantoronto.com
See http://www.newmantoronto.convlitminsked.htm for future schedules
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Fr. Pat wishes to thank Greg O®eary and Teresa Langan for their
tremendous work in planning and organizing the Ski and Retreat
Weekend at Blue Mountain this past weekend. He also wishes to thank
Colleen Coyne who organized the food and menu for the weekend.
Twenty-five people attended and it was a great success from all
accounts. Theretreat filled in one week. The Y outh Council is

planning another retreat for the weekend of May 6 - 8th, at the Genesee Abbey, in upstate New
Y ork. Details will be announced soon. Please contact Teresa Langan if interested in attending
that retreat, at: teresalangan@utoronto.ca







