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Chr ist Ever GreaterChr ist Ever Greater  

Rev. Bob Williams, C.S.B. 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they 
worshipped him; but some doubted. 
And Jesus came and said to them, “ All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
 — Matthew 28:16-20 
 
 Christians are strange people. For almost two 
thousand years we have been gathering to read the 
scriptures, to hear stories that we know quite well 
beforehand, as part of the liturgy. This story-telling is not 
like delving into a thriller at home by the fireside. Neither 
is it the interest of the scholar who pours over the ancient 
texts of the bible. Christians, at liturgy, are not so much on 
a trip into the past as being awakened to who we are and 
where we are in the present before God. Risen into our 
lives is Jesus, the Lord. 
 At Christmas we sing: “ today a Saviour is born 
to us.”  At Easter we pass with Jesus through death to life. 
There is so much more to life than the eye sees or the 
fingers grasp. 
 We sometimes talk with people about Jesus as if 
he were a person who had lived with us for one brief 
moment and then departed and left us on our own. 
Sometimes people speak of Christ as if he came to 
humanity, assembled a church, wound it up like a clock, 
and then went away to let it operate on its own. And 
sometimes we ourselves begin to think that way, as if Jesus 
came down from heaven two thousand years ago and then 
went away and left us. 
 The celebration of the Ascension is not a 
celebration of the departure of Jesus. He did not go up on a 
mountain, step onto a cloud as though he were stepping 
onto an elevator, punch the button for the top floor, and 
then go up like he was on some sort of heavenly lift. To 
picture the ascension in this fashion is to be hung up on a 
completely materialistic and false picture. 
 We must remember that those who wrote the 
accounts of the ascension of Jesus were Jews. They were 
writing to Jews in a Jewish culture, using the literary 
symbols and figures of speech that Jews, particularly 
religious Jews, saw as religiously different symbols. In 
Jewish religious literature, cloud is a word that denoted the 

presence of God. Thus Moses received the Ten 
Commandments on top of Mount Sainai in the midst of 
clouds. It was a cloud that led the people of God by day 
through the Sainai desert. Cloud was a religious symbol 
that announced the presence of God. 
 It is therefore significant that the ascension 
depict Jesus on top of the mountain. It recalls the mountain 
on which the Ten Commandments were given. It is 
likewise significant that Jesus departed, so to speak, in a 
cloud. What is being said is, in fact, that Jesus was not 
departing. What the evangelists are saying is that, at the 
ascension, Jesus would be present to the world in a new 
way. 
 The presence of Jesus is more than just a 
presence each of us has in our memories of someone we 
may have known long ago. It is a real presence — his 
presence in the Eucharist. A tremendous strength is gained 
when we enter a quiet church or chapel and see a flickering 
sanctuary lamp near the tabernacle. That little flame 
reminds us ‘he is here’ . How much that presence has 
comforted untold numbers of people throughout the 
centuries. 
 Jesus is still with us, in his word — the gospels. 
This presence is also a real presence, and as we listen at 
each Eucharistic celebration to the reading of the gospel 
we are truly experiencing the presence of Jesus as real as 
the air we breathe. 
 There will always be rich spiritual dividends for 
the one who reads or listens to the Gospel with deep faith 
and longing. That faith, and that longing, enable the Holy 
Spirit to make Jesus present to us in a very special, a very 
personal way. Reading and listening, with faith and 
longing, to the word of God is fulfilling his invitation, 
“ Come to me all you who are weary and find life 
burdensome and I will refresh you”  (Matt. 11:28). 
 There is another presence of Jesus, another way 
in which he is with us, that is perhaps the most important, 
the most dynamic, certainly the most readily available 
presence, and that is his presence in other humans. He 
promised us that he would be present wherever two or 
more were gathered in his name. He would be present 
whenever and wherever his apostles were teaching and 
baptizing. He would be with us all days, even to the 
consummation of the earth, whenever and wherever two or 
more cells in his body were brought together. 
 The Body of Jesus that is with us after the 
ascension is a body composed of billions of cells. Just as 
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our bodies are held together by one life-giving spirit, so 
also is the Body of Jesus an organism composed of 
billions of cells, all held together by one life-giving spirit, 
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit who makes us whole and 
therefore holy. That same Holy Spirit makes us whole and 
complete; integrating us with our neighbour, with our 
world and with our God. In that integration we find 
integrity. In that integrity we find truth, the truth that sets 
us free. 
 And so it is that at the ascension we find the 
Church discovering itself, discovering what it really is, 
and discovering the true and real presence of Jesus. The 
world is going to know Jesus Christ or not know Jesus 
Christ depending on us. We are the life-giving cells of the 
body of Jesus, cells that are the communicators of his 
Spirit, communicators of his mind and his heart. 
Everything that we do and every relationship we can have 
with other persons can be baptized. We have the power, 
we have the Spirit. What remains to ask ourselves if we 
have the willingness, if we have the vision. 
 he ascension is not the departure of Jesus. The 
ascension is our empowerment to make Jesus present in 
our daily lives, our ordination to be communicators of his 
Holy Spirit, our commission to bring his truth and his love 
to a world that as yet does not know him. Far from being 
the departure of Jesus, the ascension is his inauguration of 
a new kind of his presence. Let us now spend a few 
moments considering the scripture passage quoted above. 
In each of out lives we experience moments that we call 
“highs”  or “ lows,”  sometimes we refer to them as “good” 
times and “bad.”  This is true for most of us most of the 
time. We anticipate and celebrate the “highs”  and try to 
tolerate the “ lows”  as best we can. It would be wonderful 
if the “highs”  outnumbered the “ lows,”  but a mixture is 
expected in all of our lives. The special moments in our 
lives fortify us against the bad ones. These good moments 
help us survive the difficult times, the disappointing 
situations that erode our faith and hope. 
 In Jesus’  public ministry there were many 
moments that were special, but many also that were not so 
pleasing or pleasant. Through the pages of sacred scripture 
we follow the ministry of Jesus with his successes and 
failures. The ascension of Jesus into heaven, however, 
poses a quandary because it was both a high and a low. It 
was a high since it was the culmination of Jesus’  work 
here on this earth. At the same time it was a low as it 
necessitated a “good-bye”  to a group of friends that he had 
been intimately associated with for several years. It is 
precisely this scene that Matthew describes in the above 
passage. 
 These are the men he had called to follow him, 

to become his apostles. Now he is meeting them for the 
last time for some final instructions and his farewell. What 
thoughts must have been running through the minds of all 
of them. They must have been filled with a great deal of 
anxiety. With his glorious resurrection Jesus began to 
prepare the small band of followers for this special 
moment when he would ascend into heaven to be with his 
father. He told them to go forth and spread the “good 
news” even to the very ends of the earth. 
 And Jesus must have been wondering and 
thinking: “Have I trained them well? Have they really 
gotten the message? Will they go forth and proclaim the 
Good News to the world?”  And how about the eleven that 
had climbed the mountain near Galilee at the bidding of 
Jesus? 
 Matthew says, “At the sight of Him, those who 
had doubts fell down and gave Him homage.”  The had sat 
at his feet and heard His teachings; they had seen the 
miracles He had performed. And yet, some had doubts we 
know. Now these doubts are resolved; this is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and they realize that this is the last time 
they will see Him in this world, and their hearts must 
surely have been heavy. Matthew says nothing of this but 
concentrates on the instructions that Jesus has for those 
who will establish His Church. 
 Then Jesus says, “Teach them to carry out 
everything I have commanded you.”  In other words, 
instruct the people in faith. Make them aware of the 
importance of conversion. Tell them how Jesus gave His 
life for them because He loves them so much, so that they 
too might join Him with His father in heaven. Then there 
is the promise that Jesus gave His apostles and us: “Know 
that I am with you always, until the end of the world!”  
 Matthew says nothing of the actual ascension. St 
Luke says: “As he blessed them, he left them and was 
taken up to heaven and they fell down to do him 
reverence, then returned to Jerusalem filled with joy. 
There they were found in the temple constantly, speaking 
the praises of God.”  (Luke 24: 51-53). 
 When Jesus ascended into heaven the universal 
mission of the Church started. This mission is expressed 
through the sacraments with the Eucharist as a constant 
reminder of the words of Jesus: “ I am with you always, 
until the end of time.”  
 When we speak of the Church, we are not 
speaking of buildings, but of people. Like the call of the 
disciples, we too have been called to carry on the mission 
of the Church, always remembering the commandment of 
Jesus to “ love your neighbour as yourself,”  and frequently 
recalling His words in John’s Gospel: “Love as I have 
loved you.”  
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My sisters, Kathleen, Bridget, RoseAnn, and my brother, Joe, join me in thanking you for your support and 
prayers for our mother, Rosie, who is recuperating from quadruple heart by-pass surgery. She is currently at St. 
John©s Home, in Rochester, for post-operative therapy, and it is hoped she will be back in her own residence by 
Mother©s Day. She has asked me to pass on her words of gratitude for your prayers and support. We feel very 
blessed that all has gone well and we stand in admiration of her faith, courage and determination.  
  
A number of people have enquired about the recent trip to Rome; I would direct you to the Newman website 
(www.newmantoronto.com). I wrote a personal reflection on the event of attending Pope John Paul II©s funeral. 
As well, a number of the 12 other persons who came with me took some wonderful pictures and they are available 
on the site. I am still "processing" the experience, but I was delighted that so many others from Newman could 
come with me; we all paid our own way and yet we managed to secure accommodations and flight within a short 
period of time through the courtesy of Kitty McGilly of Gideon Travel. I am pleased that Kitty has recently joined 
our parish (I did not prod too much!). 
  
Shortly, many students will be departing for their summer holidays and some will be graduating. Let us be sure to 
keep them in our prayers. We look forward to seeing some of them on their return in the Fall. This includes some 
of our Student Campus Ministers, who have so generously served our community since last September. In 
particular, we offer best wishes and a fond farewell, shortly, to Nisheeta Menon, Diane Ahn, and Monique 
Ferdinand. Patrick Kniss, Hans de Ruiter, Catherine Duff, Fernando Figuerdo, and Lena and Paul Schuck will 
remain at Newman as part of the Newman Summer Team. They will soon be joined by other students who will be 
introduced later in the month and in our next bulletin.  
  
Besides the duties which all campus ministers share in the House, I appreciate the individual contributions each 
student shared with our community this past year. Nisheeta assisted with the bulletin and linked with the 
Development and Peace group; Diane was a great support and presence to the RCIA Team, and Monique was a 
wonderful teacher to both the Children©s Liturgy and the tutoring program at the Missionaries of Charity. 
Although soon departing the Team, they intend to remain involved with Newman and in the wider community 
here at the University of Toronto in the coming year of their studies.  
  
I also wish to recognize Peter Baltutis, who has worked very hard this year to ensure organization and support for 
all our outreach programs. I am pleased to inform he will resume his work as Director of Outreach Ministries next 
Fall. He, and his committee, just held a wonderful prayer evening and appreciation supper for all who served in 
outreach ministries this past year. Thanks to all the volunteers for their dedication and example of faith.  
  
Finally, I wish to announce that we will resume the Saturday night 5:30 p.m. Mass in the Fall, based on the 
positive response to it during the past few months. It concludes as of April 30th for the summer months. However, 
it will resume on Saturday, September 10th. Obviously, we will continue to offer the Sunday 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Mass throughout the summer. Thanks to all who supported the Saturday night Mass, particularly those who 
volunteered as liturgical ministers.   
  
In the next edition of the bulletin, we shall list all couples preparing for marriage this summer and Fall. I invite 
your prayers for all preparing for the sacrament of marriage. It is a joy to celebrate weddings and to share in the 
happiness of each couple.  
  
In conclusion, be assured of my prayers. Kindly pray for me and the Newman Team. 
  

— Fr. Pat 
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-  Glaucia de Penha L ima &  Joao Sousa — Who will be married on 7 May 

Fr. Gordon Rixon, S.J. —  Known to many of us through his generous presence and 
assistance at the Newman Centre, which includes occasional homilies, Fr. Gordon Rixon has been 
appointed as Dean, Regis College, effective, May 1st.  The Newman community extends its best 
wishes and prayers to Fr. Gordon on this important recognition and ministry at the University of 
Toronto. We also welcome Fr. Gordon©s continued participation and association with the Newman 
community.  

-  Sr. Ellen Leonard, C.S.J. — The Newman community warmly congratulates Sr. Ellen 
Leonard, C.S.J., recently named a recipient of the YWCA©s Women of Distinction Awards (WOD) in 
the category of religion and education. This annual award recognizes positive female role models 
who have made extraordinary contributions to improving the lives of other women and girls. Sr. Ellen 
will receive her award, May 31st, at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre. A regular and familiar 
member of the Newman community, Sr. Ellen, a Sister of St. Joseph, is also a professor emeritus, at 
the University of St. Michael©s College at the University of Toronto. She is currently teaching part-
time at the Toronto School of Theology. Sr. Ellen, a theologian, has long championed and pioneered 
a path for women studying and teaching theology. This award is much deserved and the Newman 
community is delighted to hear and to celebrate with her this joyful news.  

-  Frank and Helen Morneau — The Newman community congratulates Frank and Helen 
Morneau, members of the Newman Foundation, who were honoured recently for their contributions 
to the community by the St. George©s Society of Toronto. Monies raised from the reception 
were directed to Providence Healthcare. Frank and Helen have spearheaded an endeavour to support 
a new Home for the Aged at Providence Healthcare and we congratulate them on the success of this 
achievement. 
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The Newman Centre congratulates Mar isa de Souza who has been accepted into the Sisters of Life 
religious community in New York beginning in September. Best wishes, Marisa! 
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Through the grace of God, in thanksgiving for the gift of vocation, the following men 
will be ordained to the priesthood for the Archdiocese of Toronto, Saturday, May 14th, 
10:00 a.m., at St. Michael©s Cathedral, by His Eminence Aloysius Cardinal Ambrozic. 
All are welcome to attend the ordinations. Kindly remember these men in your prayers: 
  

Dominic Barber  
Sherwin Holandez 
Sean Lee Leung 
Joseph Nguyen 
Hansoo Park 

Tomaz Skibinski 
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Fr. Pat has initiated a process by which an individual student may have an opportunity to meet 
occasionally with a designated spiritual director to discuss their spiritual development and to dis-
cern where the Lord may be calling them in life. Interested students are invited to contact Fr. Pat 
at frpatodea@yahoo.com, and he will recommend a director. Fr. Pat is grateful to Jane Galvin, 
FCJ, and Marlene Taylor, two spiritual directors who generously offered to assist in this process. 
So far, a number of students have signed up!  
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A very special thank you to all those who so generously contributed to 
Dignitas International, through the inspired works of the Ontario students: 

"Artists and Kids for AIDS" in Africa.  As a result, a net sum of over 
$2100.00 has gone directly to Dignitas International, to provide community 

care for children, youth and families affected by HIV/AIDS in Zomba, 
Malawi.  
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Come join us Friday May 6th for the Newly Married Couples first annual  
Bubble Tea night.  Drink Bubble tea, talk about married stuff, shoot bubbles at 
people* .  It will be lots of fun.  We will be meeting at the Newman Centre at 
7:30, and leaving at approximately 7:45 to go to the nearest Bubble Tea Shop 
or as we call it, "destination:  fun!"   Please R.S.V.P. at 416-979-2468 ext. 245 

or at lena.krasey@utoronto.ca. 
 

*The Newly Married Couples Group is not responsible for any injuries caused 
by bubble shooting. 
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Former Pastor, Rev. Ken O©Keefe, C.S.B., will be present in the Newman Centre Oak Room, following 
Sunday Morning Mass, May 22nd, to discuss and to make available his new book on poetry. All are 

welcome.   
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8 - 10 p.m. (Mass begins at 8:00 p.m.) - Newman Centre Chapel 
Come and pray for the intention of vocations to the priesthood, religious life, and deaconate. 

Spend one hour in prayer for your needs and the needs of the Church. 
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      Space is limited, so register  ear ly! 
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 Following each Mass on Pentecost Sunday, May 15th, Fr. Pat invites 
all parishioners to a picnic on the grounds of the Newman Centre and within 
the Centre to celebrate Pentecost.  
 The Feast of Pentecost completes the season of Easter and 
commemorates the event in which the Holy Spirit descended upon the 
Apostles and disciples in the Upper Room. The Church was born as the Holy 
Spirit inspired and gave courage to all to go out and to proclaim the Gospel. It 
is a major feast day of the Church. Let us celebrate with great joy! 
 If you are interested in helping to cook hot dogs, or to serve drinks, or 
assist in set-up, please contact Patrick Douglas, at coordinator@newmantoronto.com   
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Mar ch      
2004   2005       
Mar ch 7,  2004 $3, 084. 65  Mar ch 6,  2005  $2, 915. 40 
Mar ch 14,  2004 $2, 511. 74  Mar ch 13,  2005  $3, 254. 73  
Mar ch 21,  2004 $2, 551. 77  Mar ch 20,  2005  $3, 354. 62  
Mar ch 28,  2004 $2, 684. 69  East er  Masses  $5, 776. 26   
Of f er t or y out si de $4, 125. 00  Of f er t or y out si de  $4, 000. 00 
Col l ect i on  Col l ect i on 
         
Tot al :  $14, 957. 85  Tot al :  $19, 301. 01 
   
     
Apr i l       
2004  2005 
Apr i l  4,  2004  $2, 908. 73 Apr i l  3,  2005  $3, 757. 13 
East er  Masses  $5, 575. 89 Apr i l  10,  2005  $3, 410. 57 
Apr i l  18,  2004  $4, 028. 39 Apr i l  17,  2005  $2, 559. 95 
Apr i l  25,  2004  $2, 283. 97 Apr i l  24,  2005  $3, 111. 86  
  
Tot al :   $14, 796. 98 Tot al :   $12, 839. 51   
 
       
2005 Shar eLi f e Col l ect i ons t o dat e -  $5, 135. 76 
 
Many thanks to all those who contributed to the Newman Centre in March and April.  It©s only 
through your generous support that we can develop an active Catholic presence on the University 
of Toronto campus.  Your financial support really does make a difference! Remember Newman 
also when considering charitable donations or when preparing your will. God Bless you for your 
support.   
 

1 � � � ' �2 � � � � � �1 � 	 � � � � � � �3	 � � � � � �1 � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � 	1 � � � ' �2 � � � � � �1 � 	 � � � � � � �3	 � � � � � �1 � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � 	1 � � � ' �2 � � � � � �1 � 	 � � � � � � �3	 � � � � � �1 � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � 	1 � � � ' �2 � � � � � �1 � 	 � � � � � � �3	 � � � � � �1 � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 ����
����

Fr. Pat wishes to extend his appreciation and gratitude to Colleen Coyne 
and the committee which assisted her for organizing the successful Spring 
Dance, held April 3rd; the event sold-out and all reports indicated 
everyone had a pleasant experience. A special thank you to all who 
assisted the committee in its preparations for what has become an annual 
event.  
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May 1st - 11 am  
Sacristan: Margaret Dougherty�
Servers: Student Campus Min. 
Hospitality:  Brenda Moher, Doug Moher,�Stacy 
Cassin, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Senning Luk, Carmela Miliucci, John Miliucci 
Eucharistic Ministers: Louise Grummitt, Paul Nolan, 
Anna Hecold, Bernard Kingvisser, Toni O’Shea  
 
May 1st — 7 pm 
Sacristan: Vivian Kwok�
Servers: Ren Rejante, Sarah Hamilton 
Hospitality:  Anton de Ruiter , Janice de Ruiter, Ana 
Laura Munoz,  Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: John Cuddihy, Joshua Dey�
Eucharistic Ministers: Allan MacDonald, Keri-Lee 
Mullan, Chris Plommer, Danielle Potter, Colleen Coyne�
�
May 8th —11 am 
Sacristan: Tara Mackenzie�
Servers: Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Minister�
Hospitality: Jacqueline Myers, Larry Carriere, 
Marietta Carriere, Student Campus Minister (x2)�
Lectors: Fergal Nolan, Toni O’Shea, Liz Smart 
Eucharistic Ministers: Diane Lauziere, Eileen Richard, 
Larry Richard, Tony Smith, Richard d’Anjou 
 

May 8th - 7pm 
Sacristan: Julie Wright�
Servers: Sheila Dabu  
Hospitality:  Chr is Lane, Greg O©Leary, Tina Avolio, 
Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Susan Fohr, Ana Garcia 
Eucharistic Ministers: Sarah Goldstein, Kim Gottfried, 
Sarah Hamilton, Andrij Harasymowycz, Vivian Kwok�
 
May 15th —11 am 
Sacristan: Margaret Dougherty�
Servers: Student Campus Minister  
Hospitality:  Nancy Sidel, Marisa D©Alessandro, Tara 
Mackenzie, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Teresa Simm, Larry Richard, Eileen Richard 
Eucharistic Ministers: Joan Bedard, Richard Bedard, 
Ed Filippozzi, Diane Doran, Kevin Doran 
�
May 15th - 7pm 
Sacristan: Sheila Dabu�
Servers: Ren Rejante, Vivian Kwok 
Hospitality: Serge Paquet, Greg O©Leary, Mary 
Perrotta, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Andrij Harasymowycz, Sarah Hamilton�
Eucharistic Ministers: Keri-Lee Mullan, Allan 
MacDonald, Danielle Potter, Chris Plommer, Colleen 
Coyne�

Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator@newmantoronto.com 
See http://www.newmantoronto.com/litminsked.htm for future schedules 
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