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In anticipation of the Sunday Eucharist 

5:30 p.m. - Newman Chapel 

Please Note: The last Saturday evening mass of the term will 
be May 13, 2006. 
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Anyone who would like to participate in a reading/discussion/study group, during the summer, of the works 
and concepts of T. de C. should please contact Tony Smith at:  anthony.smith3@sympatico.ca 
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For the last ten years I have had the privilege of 
dressing the worship space at Newman during the 
liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent, and 
Easter.  This involvement is so much more than 
“decorating”.  It continues to offer me a cherished 
prayer experience and an opportunity to make 
faith statements that visually support (and 
sometimes challenge) our liturgical life as a 
community.    
 
 There is nothing passive about our liturgy.  The 
word itself is defined as  “the work of the 
people.”  We need only recall any of our liturgical 
language to be reminded that our communal 
gathering is a place of action.  We are gathered 
for celebartion through song, movement and word 
to praise the living God.  The Word of God is 
proclaimed and broken open; we immerse 
ourselves in our story. The Eucharist is broken 
and shared;  we become what we receive, Christ’s 
living body.  We are then sent forth as as 
individuals and as a community; we are dismissed 
for the purpose of building up the Kingdom in 
this time and place.   
 
 If this is the language we employ should not our 
worship space reflect this in some way - 
especially during the seasons of greatest 
importance?  If we say we are here to celebrate 
then let us do so.  This is why Advent, Christmas, 
Lent, and Easter are not part of ‘ordinary time’ 
but are extraordinary times in our life of faith.  
 
 Our faith tradition is blessed with a treasury of 
icons and visual imagery that offers us ways to 
enhance and deepen our experience of 
celebration. Much of this imagery has been 
forgotten or has never been encountered. 
Let me introduce you to the imagery in our 

worship space that arrived with the celebration of 
Easter. 
 
 Fish (throughout) 
 
 The early Christian community used the Greek 
word for ‘fish’ (ichthus) as an ideogram. Each of 
the five Greek letters stood for the initial letters of 
the words Iesu Christos Theou Uios Soter (Jesus 
Christ God’s Son Saviour).  Consequently there is 
a large number of symbolic representations of fish 
in early Christian monuments, especially funeral 
monuments. 
 
 While in Rome six years ago I participated in a 
tour of the Roman Necropolis under the current 
Basilica of St. Peter.  In one of the smaller 
mausoleums (circa First Century) belonging to a 
Roman family, some of whom were Christians, 
there is a fresco on the vaulted ceiling.  I felt as if 
I was under water looking up to see Christ casting 
a net.  There are two fish close to the surface of 
the water, the net and Christ.  One fish appears to 
be swimming away, the other moves towards the 
net.  I return to this image time and time again as 
an icon of our faith journey.  
 
 Spared during the flood, fish symbolize the grace 
given to the newly baptized (neophytes) in the 
waters of the font.  Through the sacrament of 
baptism the neophytes are assimilated into Christ.  
Similarly, these new members of the Church are 
like the fish gathered up by the apostles in their 
miraculous catch (John 21:6).  Jesus multiplied 
the fish as well as the bread in order to feed the 
crowds in the desert, thereby announcing the 
Eucharist in which he gives himself (Matt14:15). 
Since fish was a food eaten by the Risen Christ 
(Luke 24:42) it became a symbol of the 
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Eucharistic feast and is often depicted alongside 
the bread. 
 
 Mobile Elements 
 
 A mobile is situated above the Ambo, the Table 
of the Word, where the Word of God is 
proclaimed.  This Table is of equal importance 
and significance to that of the Table of the 
Eucharist and as such, is accorded great 
reverence.  The Book of the Gospels is held aloft 
in a procession of praise in song, is venerated 
with incense and is kissed by the priest or 
deacon.  This is the focal point of the Liturgy of 
the Word each Sunday. We are immersed in the 
story of salvation – this is our story.  This is a 
place of celebration for it is here that we 
encounter the Risen Christ, the living God.  On 
the Ambo, we behold the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world.  The Lamb is 
carried on waving wheat; the seed that fell on 
good ground - the grain of wheat that died and 
so bears much fruit (John 12:24). 
 
 Above, the heavenly Jerusalem as described 
by John in the Book of Revelation, with its doors 
and ramparts foursquare, opens itself by means 
of twelve doors to all the world.  God is its 
temple and its light.  The heavenly Jerusalem 
can outshine the brilliance of the sun and moon, 
because the glory of God has illuminated it; and 
Christ, victor by means of the cross, takes the 
place of its lamp.  
 
 The square is defined by cardinal points on the 
axes of the cross.  It is the symbol of divine 
creation.  The blue square of the new Jerusalem 
corresponds to the circle of Eden.  
Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam is used to 
depict our faith in Christ as the new Adam – a 
redeemed humanity in right relationship with the 
Divine.  The open or negative space within the 
square leaves room for the animating presence of 
the Spirit.  
Peter saw in a dream a large sheet held at its four 

corners to gather together all beings, not 
excluding a single one (Acts 10:11-16). This is a 
symbol of the new earth, the new creation, the 
Church open to all peoples.  The number four is 
that of the Gospels, of the elements of the 
cosmos, of the rivers of paradise (Pishon, Gihon, 
Tigris and Euphrates).   
 
 Palm trees symbolize victory, our sure belief in 
the resurrection of the dead.  The elect or 
chosen, especially of the martyrs, are victorious 
over death. 
 
 The anchor, its weight holding the ship fast, 
symbolizes firmness, solidity, tranquility and 
faithfulness.  As the sailor’s last resort in a 
storm, the anchor is most frequently connected 
with hope, which stands as a support in the 
troubles of life. St. Paul says we must anchor our 
souls in the Risen Christ:  “Which hope we have 
as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast” 
(Hebrews 6:19). The early Desert Fathers 
referred to “my cross and my anchor,” affirming 
their will to anchor themselves to the source of 
all grace and hope – the Cross. 
 
 Lilies, forming chandeliers, are an emblem of 
fertility as well as of purity.  The lilies announce 
the Cross of Christ, the fruitful tree of the 
church: basking in the light of the resurrection 
all creation is shouting for joy!  
 
 White Banners (throughout) 
 

 At the Easter Vigil white banners of linen were 
unfurled while the Gloria was sung.  As 
Christians we are called to be a joyful 
resurrection people. Peter, having run to the 
tomb, saw the linen cloths by themselves and 
was amazed (Luke 24:12). The Church was 
borne out of its encounter with the empty tomb – 
the source of our Easter joy.  
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Interested in meeting occasionally to discuss your spiritual development and to discern where the 
Lord may be calling you in life? Students are invited to contact Fr. Pat at frpatodea@yahoo.com 
and he will recommend a director. Fr. Pat is grateful to Jane Galvin, FCJ, and Marlene Taylor, two 
spiritual directors who generously offered to assist in this process. 
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Matthew Otto, Artistic Director 

 
PURELY PIANO    
Sunday, May 7, 2006, 2:30 p.m. 
Matthew Otto, piano 
Free-will offering 
     Works by Bach, Beethoven, Chopin and more, as well as “In Memoriam to the 

Victims of Chornobyl” by Toronto composer, Larysa Kuzmenko. 
 
 

CELEBRATE SONG! 
Saturday, May 27, 2006 8pm  
Newman Centre 11am Choir, Ron Ka Ming Cheung, conductor 
Free-will offering 
    This concert's diverse programme includes a mixture of sacred and secular choral        

works accompanied by a wide range of instruments. There will also be an 
appearance by the Three Tenors of Newman.  

Visit us online: www.newmantoronto.com/concertseries.htm    
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May 7th—11am 
Sacristan:  Patrick Kniss  
Servers:  Aiden D’Aoust, Student Campus Minister 
Hospitality:  Doug Valentine, Brian Luna, Marianne 
Moroney, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Bernard Kingvisser, Senning Luk, Grace 
McSorley 
Eucharistic Ministers: Natalie Comeau, Richard 
d'Anjou, Sr. Terry Dalla, Ana de Melo, Virgilio de 
Melo 
Lay Ministers of the Sick: Mary Pugh (MSH), 
Carmela and John Miliucci, Teresa Langan (PMH) 
 
May 7th—7pm 
Sacristan: Andy Filarski  
Servers: Vivian Kwok , Student Campus Minister 
Hospitality:  Katie Murphy , Sebastien Fournier 
Francis Kung, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Leanne Salel, Cecilia Wagner 
Eucharistic Ministers: Andrij Harasymowycz, 
Yvonne Mullan, Danielle Potter, Annie Wilkin, 
Colleen Coyne 

May 14th—11am 
Sacristan: John Kennedy  
Servers: Pamela Carriere, Student Campus Minister 
Hospitality: Nancy Sidle, Stephen Morris, Maureen 
Rocchi , Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: John Miliucci, Carmela Miliucci, Fergal 
Nolan 
Eucharistic Diane Doran, Kevin Doran, Leona 
Fernandes, Ed Filippozzi, May Haden-Pawlowski 
Lay Ministers of the Sick: Leona Fernandes(MSH), 
John Kennedy and Justyna Bartoszko (PMH) 
 
May 14th—7pm 
Sacristan: Tara Mackenzie   
Servers: Monique Ferdinand, Student Campus 
Minister 
Hospitality: Serge Paquet, Brian Luna, Robert 
Mason, Student Campus Minister (x2) 
Lectors: Joshua Dey, Colleen Coyne 
Eucharistic Ministers: Leona Fernandes 
Andy Filarski, Andrij Harasymowycz, Yvonne 
Mullan, Danielle Potter 
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Scheduling Coordinator: Patrick Douglas 416-979-2468, coordinator@newmantoronto.com 
See http://www.newmantoronto.com/litminsked.htm for future schedules 
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Newman Centre has decided to participate in a pre-authorized giving plan administered through 
the Archdiocese of Toronto .  Parishioners are invited to consider this method of giving for regular 
Sunday offertory collections.  Please review the brochure at the back of the church or in the house 
and complete the authorization form, returning in the collection basket or to the Newman Centre 
office. For more information or to sign-up, contact Joan Hogan at secretary@newmantoronto.com. 
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The Newman Centre is starting a group for people who are considering becoming Catholic. This 
inquiry group will be a way for people to discern if they would like to join the RCIA process in 
September. The first meeting is May 7th, following the Sunday Morning Mass in the Newman 
Centre, second floor. We hope to design a schedule for the summer;  for more information, contact 
Francesca Scorsone at:  francesca.scorsone@rogers.com, or Fr. Pat at:  frpatodea@yahoo.com 
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Please find enclosed in this bulletin an envelope for the Papal Charities collection to be taken up 
on �����	��
�	���
� �



����������	
����

�	��� ������ ������ 	��� ��� 	� �������

�

���������	
���
������������	���������	
���
������������	���������	
���
������������	���������	
���
������������	���������	
���
������������	���������	
���
������������	���������	
���
������������	���������	
���
������������	���������	
���
������������	���������	
���
������������	���������	
���
������������	���������	
���
������������	 ������������


