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 I am happy to be given the opportunity to write for 
this edition of the bulletin and to take stock of what 
we have been given by God here at the Newman 
Centre.  In addition to the spiritual blessings that are 
poured out on students and parishioners, this time of 
Thanksgiving also permits me to look at the provi-
dence of God in meeting our temporal needs. 
     No one can deny the awe-striking beauty of the 
house in which we carry out our chaplaincy mission 
here at Newman.  You can just 
breathe in the historicity of the 
building the moment you enter 
the Oak Room.  In fact, if you 
enter this room at a time it is 
booked for a reception for a 
newly married couple in the 
parish, you will be brought 
back to the original purpose of 
the space, just after it was con-
structed as a ballroom in 1899 
for the marriage reception of 
the daughter of the house’s 
first owner, Wilmot Matthews (the house was desig-
nated under an historical easement with the Ontario 
Heritage Foundation in 1977 with the title The Mat-
thews House).  There is so much exquisite detail in 
the house to comment on, from the battle scene in 
the lobby fireplace, to the wall painting over the 
grand stairs of Cardinal Newman contemplating the 
idea of a university, to the plaster medallions resem-
bling an earlier logo of the Laura Secord Company, 
which adorn the second floor office (see connection 
with benefactor Senator Frank O’Connor - more 
historical details can be found on our website at 
www.newmantoronto.com/history.htm).  The gen-
eral public was given an invitation to tour the house 
for our first, and very successful Doors Open event 
organized by the City of Toronto back in May.  In 
2007, the local Roger's Cable network series, 
"Structures", highlighted the history and the many 
fine details of the Newman house and chapel. DVD 
copies of that particular show can be ordered directly 
through Roger's Cable TV for $10. 

    Since the Newman Club purchased the house in 
1922 and replaced the coach house with our chapel 
in 1927 (formally named St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church) the site has been used as a Catholic chap-
laincy centre to the University of Toronto.  This pri-
mary function rightly overshadowed the systematic 
upkeep of the building.  While there were many gen-
erous benefactors to work on specific projects under 
the management of the Newman Foundation 

(incorporated in 1958), there was 
never enough significant capital 
to attend to the multiple mainte-
nance needs of a house of this 
grandeur.  In fact, only in hind-
sight do we discover that emer-
gency repairs and makeshift so-
lutions, likely the result of budg-
etary constraints, have aggra-
vated the wear that the house has 
endured beyond it’s age alone.  
As an example, the caps on the 
original copper trim around the 

Oak Room were replaced 20-30 years ago with gal-
vanized steel, a less expensive and incompatible 
material, which has resulted in significant rusting, 
now requiring premature replacement. 
     We are now in a very privileged position to have 
had the funding of the Archdiocese of Toronto, who, 
since purchasing the Newman Centre in 1995, has 
enabled us to help restore the house to its original 
beauty.  A few years ago we embarked on 10-year 
restoration and maintenance plan for the house pre-
pared in consultation with Larkin Architect Limited.  
As a first priority in 2004, the fire and life safety 
systems were upgraded in the house, with the addi-
tion of a new fire alarm and sprinkler system.  The 
intent after this was to address other key priorities, 
sequentially moving around the building exterior, 
restoring smaller roof and vertical sections each 
year.  The retaining wall to the south and west of the 
property was rebuilt and restored in 2005, along with 
structural reinforcement in the attic.  In 2006, the 
roofs over the first floor porch and the Oak Room 
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 were repaired and recovered, and the chimney of the 
Oak Room was re-pointed (replacement of mortar 
joints between bricks).   Last year (2007), the asphalt 
shingles and gutters over the northeast wing of the 
house were replaced. Also, the porches and balconies 
underwent significant structural repairs due to water 
penetration and wood deterioration.  In addition, the 
red slate roof on the dome over the round 3rd floor 
balcony was replaced.  
     This fall, we have begun the next phase of our  
restoration plan.  First, the 3rd floor balcony porch 
needs a new curved structural beam support as well 
as new columns (you will see the scaffolding for this 
on the east side of the house facing the chapel).  
Next, the south facing slate roof is being replaced, 
due to the original nails rusting out.  Further, three 
chimneys are being re-pointed using the appropriate 
mix of slaked lime.  Unfortunately, the concrete 
mortar mix used to re-point a good portion of the 
masonry at given points in the house’s history was 
not a good match, causing spalling (the faces of the 
bricks popping off due to water  penetration, expan-
sion and compression over time) on many of the red 
bricks.  The flat roof in the centre of the building is 
also being replaced, giving us the perfect opportunity 
to replace some of the charred wood remaining in the 
roof trusses since the fire in 1933.  Finally, while the 
scaffolding is up on the south face of the building, 
the windows and wood trim are being repaired and 
repainted, and the south wall is being cleaned from 
vines and wildlife debris.  The project budget for 
these repairs and restoration work is $305,000.  We 
also appreciate the patience of the community during 
this time of construction, as well as the campus min-
isters and staff in residence. 
     We continue to thank the Archdiocese of Toronto, 
without whose funding, commitment and support we 
could not engage these building priorities. To date, 
including this year, the Archdiocese has spend a total 
of $1,331,000 since 2004.   It is important to note 
that the funding for this renovation is strictly through 
the generosity of the Archdiocese and is not drawn 
from the operating budget of the parish and chap-
laincy.  
     In addition to the house restoration efforts, we are 
thankful for the many special projects funded by 
parishioners that have enabled us to enhance the en-

vironment where we worship.  In 2003, after a fail-
ing boiler heating system, the parish raised $90,000 
in 6 months to install a new heating and air condi-
tioning system.  And most recently, at the beginning 
of 2008, to respond to the dynamic changes in the 
music and liturgical ministries at Mass, a new Sound 
System was installed, also paid for by parishioners in 
six months, at a cost of $35,000. 
     Aside from these special efforts, we are          
extremely appreciative of the regular, ongoing sup-
port of our operations, parish and chaplaincy alike, 
from the Archdiocese, parish offertory collection, 
student residents, hall rentals and the Newman Foun-
dation.  The Newman Foundation’s members are 
those who believe in and support the great need for a 
Catholic presence and parish at the University. Each 
year the Newman Foundation holds a fundraising 
reception to help raise funds to assist the Archdio-
cese in its efforts to support the Centre’s needs.  
Save the date on your calendars for the next fund-
raising reception, to be held at the home of Frank 
Morneau (honorary chair of the Foundation) and his 
wife Helen on Wednesday, December 17th at 6:30 
p.m.  (further details and ticket sales will be an-
nounced shortly).  Those unable to attend are also 
welcome at any time of the year to make a donation 
to the Foundation. 
     The concept of stewardship is truly alive here at 
Newman by using our gifts carefully, knowing they 
are the property of God for the service of the com-
munity.  Beyond the more material or financial 
means given to us, as described in this reflection, I 
know that we couldn’t function without the time and 
talents of all.  I am thankful to share what an amaz-
ing experience it is for me to come to work each day 
and be taking part in the infrastructure management 
and fundraising programs of the Centre as well as 
connecting with the students as the Chaplaincy Coor-
dinator.  Allow me to finish with a quote from Psalm 
111:���� �������� ������������������������
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Letters of St Paul Reading Group 

In response to the year of St. Paul, the Newman Centre will host a monthly reading group the 2nd 
Friday of each month. The evening begins with rosary at 6:45 p.m. followed by discussion from 
7:15 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the Newman chapel. We will look at the context, the content and the applica-
ble message of the letters of St. Paul to lives. Like St. Paul, our aim is to combine study and prayer 
so as to live out in our daily lives- "Christ Crucified" For further info. you may contact:  Maria 
Agovino (agovinomaria@hotmail.com) or John Spano  (jspano@yorku.ca). 

 

Envelope Users 
Would the user of Envelope #197 please contact the parish secretary Joan Hogan to  

verify address information. Phone 416-979-2468 ext. 221 or email  
secretary@newmantoronto.com    Thank you. 

NEWMAN CENTRE COLLECTIONS 2008 
 

September 9, 2007 $2,803.39 September 7, 2008 $2,594.85 
 

September 16, 2007 $3,015.06 September 14, 2008 $4,159.61 
 

September 23, 2007 $3,879.37 September 21, 2008 $2,556.39 
 

September 30, 2007 $2,183.61 September 28, 2008 $3,361.80 
 

Pre-Authorized Giving $1,885.90 Pre-Authorized Giving $2,313.85 
        Total:         $13,767.33  Total:                            $14,986.50 

    
   Year to date: $114,319.15    Year to date: $129, 266.68 

    
   Bishop's Collection - Sept. 28: $660.89  

“Who was St. Paul?”  
A series of seminars on the Apostle Paul. Each meeting will start with an introduction by Fr. Chris 

Graas, chaplain of Ernescliff College, followed by questions and discussions. The meetings are 
aimed at a broad public audience: one doesn't need to be an expert or have experience  

in Bible study.    
                          Tuesday Oct 7:     The central message of Paul 
                         Tuesday Oct 14:   Christian life according to Saint Paul 

The meetings will take place in the Oak Room of the Newman Centre from 7:00 to 8:00 P.M.  

� � � � 
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Are you looking to deepen your spiritual life?  �

The Newman Centre Christian Life Community (CLC) meets every second Thursday evening for 
faith sharing, discernment, and exposure to the  wisdom of Ignatian spirituality. Geared towards 
those in their 20's and 30's, new members are welcome to join us as we begin the new academic 

year. Feel free to check us out!  Contact Leanne Salel at leanne.salel@yahoo.ca. 

Children’s Liturgy Potluck Dinner 
 

The children’s liturgy team is organizing a potluck dinner for Friday October 24th, to be held in 
the Oak Room at the Newman Centre. All parents, kids and teachers are invited to attend. We look 

forward to seeing you all, sharing our plans for the upcoming year and hearing your ideas. To 
RSVP and co-ordinate what to bring, please contact our student campus minister Sam by phoning 

416-930-5627 or emailing her at s.ciarlandini@utoronto.ca 

New Live Audio-Video Feed Links Newman Chapel to Oak Room in Centre 

To assist the growing number of families with infants or small children in our parish who might 
wish to utilize the Oak Room for brief periods during Mass, the large television in the Oak Room 

is now hooked up to provide live audio and video of the chapel. 

Naming the Holy Lecture Series  
“The Dance of the Fertile Universe: Searching for God in a scientific culture” 

Prof. George V. Coyne, S.J. 
Astronomer, Vatican Observatory; President, Vatican Observatory Foundation; 

Adjunct Professor, University of Arizona 
Wednesday November 12 2008, 7:30 P.M. 

Newman Centre Chapel 

Regis College and the Lupina Centre for Spirituality, Healthcare and Ethics are pleased to host 
“Health, Responsibility and Social Responsibility”   

October 17th, 2008 at 7.30 P.M.   
Professor James Dwyer of the State University of New York will present this free public lecture 

at Elliott MacGuigan Hall, Regis College, 67 St. Nicholas Street . 

The Catholic Family Services of Toronto Foundation will be hosting a  
Wine Tasting Challenge  

on Thursday, October 23rd from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at the Toronto Lawn Tennis Club.  Tickets are 
$45 per person or $350 for a table of eight.  All parishioners are 

welcome! Contact Mark Evans at mevans@cfsofto.org or 416-921-1163 ext. 2235 for more info.  
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The Turkish Muslim community wished to mark the end of Ramadan by sharing a meal with a 
Christian community. The inter-faith dinner was held at Newman on  Monday, Sept. 29,  

attracting close to 100 people. Fr. Pat and Fatih Yegul hosted the event in the Oak Room. 

Celebrating the Richness of Humanae Vitae: A Buried Treasure 
A workshop on the Church’s teaching on Sexuality and Marriage, celebrating the 40th 

anniversary of Humanae Vitae. Speakers include Archbishop Terrence  
Prendergast, Cale Clarke, Dr. Maria Kraw and Fr. Tom Lynch. Mass will be celebrated 

by Archbishop Collins. Cost is $5. 
Saturday, November 15th 

University of St Michael’s College 
Sam Sorbara Auditorium, Brennan Hall 

For more info or to register call 905-427-6137 or email humanaevitae40@gmail.com 
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Outreach Ministry of the Month – Missionaries of Charity 
 

 For over ten years, the Newman Centre has been assisting the Missionaries of Charity in 
hosting an after-school tutoring program for under-privileged children in Parkdale.  
 Currently, they are looking for volunteers to tutor and mentor elementary school  

students (grades 2-6).  The time commitment is once per week for one hour – either from 
3:30-4:30pm on Mon, Tues, Wed or Fri (not Thurs), or from 10:00am-11:00am on Sat. 

 
 If you are interested in more information or would like to sign-up to volunteer, please 

contact Susannah Otto by email at outreach@newmantoronto.com or by phone at  
416-979-2468 ext. 222. 

 
 The Good Neighbours’ Club 

 

Since 1933, the Good Neighbours’ Club has been serving over 5,000 disadvantaged, un-
employed or unemployable, marginally-housed and homeless men over the age of 50 in 
downtown Toronto.  Right now, they are in need of clothing donations – specifically, 
men’s blue jeans/chinos (size 40 and under only) that are new or slightly worn and 

men’s shoes that are in good condition.   
 

 Please drop off your donations at The Good Neighbours’ Club at 170 Jarvis St. (three 
blocks east of the cathedral) or contact Bruno Scorsone at 416-366-5377 for more infor-

mation.  They also have a website: www.goodneighboursclub.com. 
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Fleck Atrium, Rotman School of Management 
Mark your calendars!��Back by popular demand this fundraising event is in support of the Music 
Ministry & Concert Series.  In the new surroundings of the Fleck Atrium, you’ll be transported to 
a swing-dance club, savouring exquisite food and tantalizing desserts.  Pick up your feet on the 
dance floor while you enjoy the talented musicians of Newman performing the standards of the 

20s, 30s, 40s and 50s.  Be sure to stay tuned for more details and how to get tickets for  
this unique experience! 

More info: 416.979.2468 ext. 244   |   concertseries@newmantoronto.com 
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Justice Seminar 2008  
October 17-18, 2008  

Guest lecturer: Mary Catherine Hilkert, OP 
Notre Dame University, Past-President of the Catholic Theological Society of America.  

Prof. Hilkert will speak about issues of social justice in the mission to preach the Gospel. 
The schedule of events is as follows (all events take place at the Newman Centre) : 

Friday, October 17, 2008 
6:30pm, Chapel: Vespers 
7:15pm, Oak Room: Light refreshments following Vespers 
8:00pm, Chapel: Lecture: Anointed for Mission: Who is Called to Preach the Gospel?  
(free-will donation). 

Saturday, October 18, 2008 
9am-12pm, Oak Room: Workshop with Prof. Hilkert ($35, pre-registration required.  
Contact akdigiovanni@gmail.com to register, or 416-595-5665). 

The Newman Centre Youth Council is a social and spiritual network for students and 
young professionals.  If you would like to receive more information, or to join our weekly 

email list, please contact Peter at newman.youth.council@gmail.com.   
 

Thursday, October 16th: Andy Carey In Concert   Our very own 7:00 pm Music   
Ministry Pianist is performing his own original material at C'est What (located at 67 Front 
St./SE corner of Front and Church; http://www.cestwhat.com).  A Youth Council group 
will be departing from Newman to enjoy the show and share a few drinks.  If you would 

like to join us, please email Peter at newman.youth.council@gmail.com.   
 

Saturday, October 25th (6:30 - 9:00 pm): Haunted Tour of Downtown Toronto      
Get ready for Halloween as the Youth Council has organized a special walking tour that 
explores the haunted streets of downtown Toronto!  A group will meet at the Newman   

Centre at 6:30 pm.  The Tour will depart at 7:00 pm from the ROM and end at 9:00 pm at 
Dundas Square.  For those that wish, the Group will then look to regain its nerve at a local 
tavern over a few drinks.  Cost: $10.00 per person. To RSVP your place, contact Ben at  

benthecomic@hotmail.com. For more information on the tour, visit: 
http://www.muddyyorktours.com/haunted.html 

 
2008 Fall Youth Council Retreat   Date and place TBD. If you would like to help  

organize or facilitate this retreat, please contact Peter at  
newman.youth.council@gmail.com. 
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On Monday, October 13th the Centre will be hosting its annual Thanksgiving  
Luncheon from 1-3 pm. Please sign up at the reception desk as soon as possible. 

 
Are you seeking a way to become more involved at the Newman Centre? 

Do you have a passion for cooking and want to share that gift? 
Do you long to know how to stuff a turkey and cook it to perfection? 

Are you interested in getting experience in event planning? 
If you answered “yes” to any of these questions then the Newman Centre has just the op-

portunity for you!  We are seeking volunteers to help serve on Monday, and/or to help 
with the preparation on Saturday and Sunday. Cooking, serving, decorating– for every gift 

there can be a job! 
For more information, contact Colleen Coyne at colleen.coyne@utoronto.ca 

�
�
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Colleen carving the turkeys at last year’s meal 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanksgiving Mass: Monday, October 13th, 12.15 pm 
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Newman Eucharistic Adoration  
The Newman Centre begins a weekly Eucharistic Adoration (Holy 

Hour) on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:00 P.M., in the Newman 
Chapel, followed by fellowship in the Newman Centre from 8:00-9:00 

P.M. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered 8:00-9:00 P.M. in 
the chapel. For more information, or to offer your assistance to the 

planning group, contact Heather Harrison at 
heather.harrison@utoronto.ca or Howard Jung  at                             

howard.jung@gmail.com. All are welcome. (Please note the Holy Hour 
will not be held on Wednesday, Nov. 12th, due to a scheduled lecture.) 


