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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

ol burned for your peacé) Little did I know that opening thatllittle Penguin
paperback book would throw me into a deep
A speech given by Fr Peter Turrone at (ne);' \S/t ent |dal nFLItS: IS' \r/]Vte[?e
St. Augustineds Semi nary gn(? $RE ﬁ]or 8nfo Sgﬁo I
) upposedto be a Crutch for those who cannot dea
of Theology Convocation Address with reality? Augustineds

on Thursday, November 5, 2018 all my illusions regarding the Christian faith.
It is an honour to have been asked to address you all

this evening! €You called, you shouted, and you broke through my

deafness. You flashed, you shone, and you dispelled m
You breathed your fragrance on me; | drew in breath an
pant for you. | have tasted you, now | hunger and thirst 1
more. You touched me, and | burned fdr your peace

When trying to figure out what to say this evening, |
tried to go back in my memory with the hopes of
recalling speeches that | heard from previous

convocation ceremonies. It was very difficult to recaIkNhat remarkable words from a remarkable man! Like

much, not because of their quality, but, like many of i

you graduates, | found myself fully immersed in a nevrvany.people today, | had yncrltlcally embraced the

chaoter of mv life prevailing narrative that faith and reason were at odds
P ye. with one another. This is the a priori belief that many

are expected to maintain prior to beginning university,

It was by reflecting on my early years of theological Oaft least for those enrolled in the sciences. Not a week

formation that | remembered a quote | had read in val bv when | ith d h

1 of v o n Explarationsin Eheototftsa goes by when | meet with new students atthe
mark on me which | hope will do the same for each OI}Iewman Centre who either believe this or are being
you graduat e slinthavwhobld Hils.iza)rytatfrencwrlra%e‘fi tg QO %

Catholic theology there is hardly anything that is Ie% %ﬂig‘?& that science alone is based on objective

yet more deserving of notice, than the fact that, sinceJhe greal . "o tested. As one of my former
period of Scholasticism, there have been few theolq@&r%\q/f‘%my professoré stated, with all the solemnity

were saiots of an ex cat he deae npthirgmore n
So what advice can be offered to a group of men an(ishap a bunch of f|r!ng neurons. Once t.hey die there is
fto Religious faith, we

women with vastly different life experiences yet L . : :
sharing a common interest in the study of God? subjective and had no basis in the real_lty. It was either
harmless, or, worse, a cause for suffering and an

Immerse yourselves in the writings of the theologian obstacle to happiness
sai nt s s o canheadame peofact, as gour heavenly PP '
Fatheris perfetit ( Matt 5: 48) .

In particular, | would like to offer some insights
derived from the life of St. Augustine, the patron of
this seminary. His own life experiences allowed me,
and countless others, not only to come to believe in
God, but to learn to kneel in awe before Him.

| was an atheist during the early years of my
undergraduate degree in the psychological and natu
sciences. I n Godods Provi
humanities course | had enrolled in placed St.

A u g u s Confessidisthe required reading list.
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| BURNED FOR YOUR PE ACE

Stephen Hawking, the deceased physicist, was well Desert had the same desires as tye&0ld illiterate
known for his scientific work, and also for his atheismvidow living in Southern Italy, or theyearold

In his last boolBrief Answers To The Big Qubstions teenager beginning their studies at U of T. We all have
affirms tnhoatp otshseirbei liist y the JameGlesiled lsecaese iesre &l made by &aod dor
His work as Creator of the dniverseHi s Ex c@od!l ency

Scott McCaig, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Military

Ordinariate of Canada, tweeted out a splendid Having then returned to the faith of my childhood, the
response. He tweet ed, depiletoknowGod bedgan o durnwithinime. i f w
professed Zeus or Thor, but we dondét. God is 0ip

essed the very sodBeige a mdtimg passadnidbecanie apparenhtgme that this
itself, not something i nnexpéctedjaumnaytowarls God was analagous to d
thought that Twitter could be used to do philosophy that of climbing a big mountain. While all analogies
or theology? Our God is wholly Other and cannot beare limited, perhaps this one might resonate with at
reduced to some caricature produced in a least some of you here.

philosophically and theologically untrained mind.

The sciences are useful in helping us determine what is
| wish all introductory science and philosophy coursdsappening at the base of the mountain. We can look
would require incoming undergraduate students to around us and examine things close up, often times
read St . JohnFideaetRafihid 6 s meEch doget than thexnaked eye can see.
outstanding work eloquently addresses the general
relationship between faith and reason. Perhaps manighilosophy, however, helps us to get a sense of what is
more students would feel better equipped to challeng@ppening higher up the mountain. Some philosophies
this enduring myth. lead us up to the crest of the mountain, and others

draw us very close to the top. Other philosophies are
By the grace ofConfesibns St justplaingviosgt Forradinges even St. Augustine,
revealed an entirely new way of thinking. Like a goodelieved the irrational Manichean philosophy to be
philosopher, he asked lots of questions. For the firsttrue. Our professors slowly helped us to recognize the
time in my adult life, | was able to get a sense that importance of reason within the Catholic Tradition.

there was something much greater here that the studyonsequently, the Faith was becoming increasingly

of science alone could not satisfy. After all, the satisfying on an intellectual level as well.
sciences can only help us understand one aspect of the _ . .
real ity in which we | i v é&heC&hgliaehurshaffirngthalthethumare reind cag u

to God are those that many of us have pondered in come to know, through the study of nature alone, that
our own lives. This might even be the reason why ydhiere is a Transcendent Being. The study of

decided to study theology to begin with. As philosophy involves asking and answering the most
experience has taught me, people from all over the fundamental human questions. Being higher up on the
world have and continue to seek and ask these mountain made it easier to see intellectually the
questions, regardless of age, class or cultural connection between the human sciences, and how they
background. fit into a unifying vision of the human person within

the cosmos.

Everyone is looking to understand the reason for the o
existence of the world, and their place within it. | hahile the Church holds reason in high regard, the
had the privilege of ministering in various parts of ~ reality is that it can only lead us to God but not draw

ltaly, the GTA and Mongolia. Bayra, theyd&¥old us into intimacy with Him. Original Sin has left a mark
orphan who attended my catechism classes taught i®n our minds and hearts making us see and experience
mediocre Mongolian in our little yurt in the Gobi everything dimly (c.f. 1 Cor 13:12). Revealed religion
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| BURNED FOR YOUR PE ACE

provides the answers to the questions that many  St. Paul reminds us of this in his First Letter to the

people are asking. Corinthians where he writes that n o wl ed g e
value apart from love, knowledge puffs up but love bu

You have all had the privilege of studying theology. uym (1 Cor 8: 2)

| pray that it has helped you get, if only briefly, to

the top of the mountain, where you have been able | encourage you all to reflect deeply on the reason why

to see the vastness of {duehosd ®@wére chbs¥n, t& AublyltHedlodys Gédr e

and our rol e witouniteral things allBved thigt€ hapbenaTry tdsee its deeper meaning.

in him, things in heaven and things on earth underwhat has been the end result of your efforts? Do you

Christk ( Eph 1:10). Good t lbove Blimmoreg, dopau koees/our neighpoarsnere b | €

to see the interconnection between all things, visiblethan yourself? Does your heart still burn to know

and invisible, and the ultimate end for their existencedim? Or has that initial desire waned with time. Ask
God to reveal these answers to you as he did to St.

Moreover, it also helps us see how each of our own Augustine. In theology, we come to study God. In

lives is being carefully guided by the Lord. At times prayer, we allow ourselves to be studied by God!

this is rather obvious, many times it is not at all clearAllow Him to look at you with His merciful gaze and

However, it is prayer, and lots of it, that will help us ab heal you of your sin and woundedness so that you

gain a deeper love for God and neighbour, and insighain experience the salvation Jesus Christ offers each o

into your unique calling. you through His Paschal Mystery.

Augustine himself gained much wisdom through Go on a yearly spiritual retreat! Ask the Holy Spirit to
prayer. In hietter to Prol@aRoman noblewoman, rekindle within your being the fire of His Divine Love.
he encourages her to devote herself wholeheartedly Agk Him to grant you a heart like that of the Virgin
it. Mary, one that is entirely open to God, and capable of
pondering in your hearts, all the wonderful things that
He wr ltig neither wrdng nor unprofitable to spége been revealed to each of you (cf. Lk 2:51).
much time in praying, if there be leisure for this without
hindering other good and necessary works to whicAmilityheailgou study, try it while kneeling. St. Thomas
us, although even in the doing of these, as | have uidinae spent hours studying theology on his knees.
ought by cherishing h o |Opeofthe mastrmegmotakje mermeats fromythetlasto u
even of the Lord Himself it is written, that He contifa¢@gd&fmic year was when one of our students took

night in prayeuke 6:18 . 6 these words to heart. | found him kneeling in front of
the tabernacle surrounded by about half a dozen
Why so much emphasis on prayer? philosophy and theology books! If only, he took

everything else | said more literally!
As we all know, academic qualifications in theology are _
no guarantee that we will know God, in the biblical Be€ of good cheer, Christ has overcome the world! (cf.

sense of the word. The devil knows theology well, butn 16:33) Many in the West want us to believe that

he has no love for its subject. There is no surrender People are becoming less interested in religion. They
and intimate sharing between him and the Blessed have told both themselves and others that the insights

Trinity. of faith are irrelevant to the study of the world and the
human person.

Moreover, knowledge can become an obstacle to this . _

i nt i mMaeolggy is wseful only insofar as it leads to ee. .. Continued
communion with God in humble prayer and in adoration.

Theol ogy i s (chainSituResu,p.Zl9)vi ce of | ove. o
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THREE TO GET MARRIED

PRESENTED BY
ANNIE FLAHERTY

&
LESLIE GYULAY

0This is the paradox of W 0
infinites meet two limitations, two infinite needs to be
two fragile and limited capacities to love. Only on the
a greater love do they not consume themselves in
do not resign themselves, but walk together toward
which the other is sign.é
When did you know you were called to marry
-Julian Carronds tal k @&nnez he Pastoral Theol ogic
Congress) The Transmissiomnof Faith inside the Family
the occasion of the fifth World Meeting of Families Leslie: | knew early on that getting married was a
with BenedicKVI. Valencia, Spain, July 5,2006. def i ni te possibility and
time or Annieds. Of <cours
Where did you meet? but I knew | wanted to make sure the love that had

grown between us was something consistent and not
Annie: Leslie and | officially met three years ago at just a feeling in the moment. Simply put, Annie makes
our dear friend Sr. Be amawaiobetagdint aédsdbireadhy ¢a
formerly known as Marlena Lougheed. Immediately 6 e u r neoknent. Iqust woke up one day in the
following the party, all of our mutual friends, includingummer and felt a confidence and peace about getting
Sr. Beata tried to set us up. married and started looking for rings as soon as

possible.
Where did you go on your first date?

What s one thing youodve |
Leslie: It just so happened that Jazz Fest was going oglationship?
in the Beaches at the time, so | suggested we go there.
|l tds a pretty cool expe Annie:Mhatdeskerand | ateenbtireaportsikeld fgr eaeha s

nervousness having an eventto go to ratherthan ot her s happiness, but we
constant on@n-one time. ot herds holiness. Dating
will never fully satisfy one another. Ultimately, only
What drew you to Leslie? God can quench our infinite need to be fully loved
and known. Wedve also | ea
Annie: What initially drew me to Leslie was his and be authentic, we must allow ourselves to be

authentic masculinity. Wwouhdedkbe Llcbvet Weald thid bg walkinggtogetieers n 6
to be himself, fairly confident, funny, laid back, a littldistening, being present, saying sorry, showing mercy,
rough around the edges, yet deeply committed to  dying to self, daily, and continuously guiding each
following Jesus and living in the fullness of the ot herds gaze back to the
Catholic faith. | was in search of God, the source of atifinite, unconditional, and always freely offered.
goodness and | was praying about the state of life and

the man that woul d keep Howdidgobpragpess?t t o Hi m, and t
when | met Leslie.
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THREE TO GET MARRIED

Leslie: This is a MUCH longer story, but essentially, t h e  P@theiotcgsidn of the fifth World Meeting
wanted to propose in front of the Blessed Sacramenbf Families with Benedict XVI, Valencia, Spain, July 5,
(which Fr. Peter exposed and set up beautifully for ugR06.

| told Annie | wanted this vocation to start in the same

place | pray it will endn front of Jesus. St. Thomas oOLady, Your Beauty Seemed to Me Like a Divine Light it

Aquinas chapel also has special meaning for our fasindd ( G. Leopardi)
as both Annieds parents and my grandparents were
married there. Three to Get Margdrchbishop Fulton Sheen
What are you looking forward to most about | burned for your peace
marriage?
e. . Continued fFr

Annie: Having a sleepover with my best friend every That is not true! If people are losing interest in
single night and nei t he religmd, itis dtenlle withe fgct thad they are Noto me
also looking forward to striving for holiness, growing,being given deep answers to the profound questions
learning, and raising a family of missionary disciplesthat are stirring within their hearts. Radical
together. secularism is a weak ideology that fails to provide
meaningful answers. However, concrete concern for
What 6s one resour ce Yy ou ouwmeighbaur, coeptedwitmastiodlated oesponses
couples who are engaged? to perennial questions will always do so. Mary non
Christian men and women have told me that they are
Leslie:Ful t o n Theek ®© &eat Baglied.0 s a surprised to identify more closely with Christians than
profound read about the importance of with the prevailing secular culture that is in a state of
placing Christ at the center of any Catholic marriagerapid moral and intellectual devolution. They have
Wit hout God, it woul dn 0 beeabletp loak belydnd tlee sdardald caugeel bysante
marital vows to their fullest. Also, listen to Otis evil clerics and recognize, at least, dimly, the voice of
Reddingds music. That ¢ ®Ggdemerging fromwithinttheanr st ands | on
and the beautiful ache of love.
Just last week, | received yet another email from
What is your favourite quote from7#ree to Get someone in search of God. In it, the young woman
Married? wr o 1 recentlystarted my PhD at the University of
Toronto and was reconsidering some of the questions
Annie:l n hi s b ooklinal$ineaelave W reallly ound answers to. | thought it might be time | st
must be realized that every man promises a womaop&int€getiiose answerséagain
woman promises a man that which only God alone can give,
namely, perfect happihéss precisely the paradox You are called to help them! Use what you have
of marriageThree to Get Maneedinds us that the learned to help others come to know and love God.
goal of dating in not the wedding day. The purpose of
life is far more than an earthly marriage. The final There is a good chance that you will not remember a
destination for each individual soul is Heaven,so, si ngl e thing from toni ght
marriage is both a sign and a pathway towards the because of its quality! However, if there is only one

fullest, freest, most total, faithful communion of thing, may it be this: ask yourself this one simple

persons that is to come... guestion each night befor
heart burns with love for me, what did my heart burn

ResourcesJ ul i an Carronds t alwihloaetfor today? | fag that, abowe lall, it will always

Theological Congress 0 The Tr ans mi shuinwith loeeffor Hinal iGbdbless yosi!li d e
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REVIEW: HOW THE WEST REALLY LOST GOD

Listening to a Christian scholar who can explore markedly less religious than the wealthier and better
reality in a profound way is a rare pleasure in a educated; recent data from the US General Survey
contemporary academic environment saturated by indicates that the 20% best educated and wealthiest
political agendas, intolerance, superficiality, emotionAlmericans are substantially more likely to believe in
manipulation and pseudoience. With an expansive God and attend religious services than the poorest and
vision and backed with historical and empirical least educated deciles.
evidence, Dr Mary Eberstadt, who presented a Faith
and Reason Lecture at Newman Centre, slices awayAnother conventional myth for the decline of religious
the layers of secular myttaking that have practice in the West has been that the great horrors of
hoodwinked popular opinion in recent decades. the 2@ century caused the West to reject a God who
does nothing to prevent such atrocities. This myth
Framing the question in a proper manner is crucial irfails, according to Dr Eberstadt, for two reasons.
exploring the causes of declining religious belief. ~ Many countries in the West which were untouched by
Instead of examining religion aswfere the sick the horrors of the world watdike Spain, Switzerland
patient, Dr Eberstadt rightly identifies the pathology and Argentind also saw a collapse of faith. If war was
as secularization. How did such an oppressive forcea factor in the decline of religion, presumably it would
that squelches basic freedoms and discourages have affected only those populations which were thus
authentic charity prowl its way into the Western mindPaumatized. The myth also runs counter to the
empirical reality that in countries affected by the wars
One conventional myth trotted out to explain this  there was enormous growth in religious practice in the
phenomenon is that prosperity and education lift ~ immediate aftermath of war.
people out of the delusion of religion, causing them to
adopt the allegedly superior secular values. Empiric&o, what is the real reason for the decline?
evidence, however, indicates that education levels abd Eberstadt identifies one social unit throughout

religious belief are in fact positively correlated. history that has always moved in tandem with the rise
Dependable studies on religious practice from 1870
1914 show that poorer workialgss people were eé. .. Continued
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