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Greetings in the Lord: 
  
As the academic year winds down, we begin  
by thanking God for His many blessings.  
It has been filled with many encouraging personal 
conversations, retreats, lectures and group meetings.  
It was a joy to see the church and house overflowing 
with so many people during the Sacred Triduum. 
Everything we tried to do for the love of God and 
neighbour ran smoothly for one very important 
reason: good stewardship.  
  
His Eminence Cardinal Collins wrote in his 2018 
pastoral letter on stewardship: 
“The Bible frequently refers to the spirit of stewardship, whether 
or not the actual term is used.  
In fact, the ideas of servant, disciple, and apostle  
– so central in the scriptures – all include the idea of 
stewardship. We are servants of the Lord, who will be called to 
account when he returns. The disciple must be faithful to the 
teachings received from the Master.  
The apostles are sent out from Jesus, and must faithfully 
represent him as stewards of his mission and message.” 
  
Our community has been blessed with over 100 men 
and women of different ages and life experiences who 
have understood that all that we are and have is a gift 
from God which needs to be shared with 
others.  God’s immense generosity to each of them 
leads them to serve our community.   
 
Each group that meets at Newman gives of their time 
to serve the other groups so that we can grow together 
in our unified mission of making Christ known and 

loved on campus.  This issue of The Torch is filled 
with many testimonies of how people’s lives have been 
positively influenced by the Newman Centre.  
  
There are many people looking for peace and joy both 
on campus and elsewhere, but few find it because they 
often look in the wrong places.  St. Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta, whose image graces one of our stained 
glasses in the chapel, reminds us that peace and joy are 
available to all. Mother used to say that “Silence is 
prayer, prayer is faith, faith is love, love is service, the 
fruit of service is peace.”  The more generous we are 
with our time, talents and treasure, the more we radiate 
Easter joy. This is what people want to see from 
Catholics. 
  
During Mother Miriam’s Advent retreat last year, the 
Orthodox Jewish woman turned traditional 
Benedictine nun, sagely remarked that many atheists 
are upset with us who claim to be Catholic when they 
see us act contrary to what Jesus Christ taught us.  If 
they see us being unhappy, acting selfishly, and treating 
others poorly, then they feel  there is no hope at all for 
them.   
  
Let us give non-believers reason to hope.   
We have help from heaven.  Our dearly beloved 
patron, Blessed John Henry Newman, will be 
canonized a saint by the end of this calendar year. May 
his prayers help us continue to grow as good stewards.  
  
God bless,  
 
Fr Peter 
 

 A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

Easter Vigil 2019 
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TO SERVE IS TO RECEIVE 

When I moved away from home for my undergraduate 
studies at McGill University, I was at a decision point 
in my faith life – an experience perhaps familiar to 
many, as this was the first time I was truly making the 
decision to live out the faith myself.  
 
I had removed myself from my family and close 
friends that I had grown up with, and for the first few 
months I struggled with getting close to people. 
Looking back, I see that time as when I threw myself 
into trusting that God had a plan for me; I started 
volunteering as a lector at the Newman Centre at 
McGill, and through being around and helping out, I 
experienced a church community for the first time. 
 
And so, when it came to starting graduate studies at 
the University of Toronto, I knew I would have to 
seek out a community that could support me in 
growing as a student and as a Catholic; to me, the 
Newman Centre at U of T just seemed like a clear-cut 
solution.  
 
But for me, becoming part of a community was more 
than just showing up for things at the same place every 
so often. It had to involve getting to know people, 
making friends, and giving back. I simply didn’t realize 
how much an impact volunteering my time would 
have on my own personal growth. 
 
Serving as a liturgical minister has given me not only a 
different perspective on the beauty of the liturgy, but 
also strengthened my own relationship with the Word 
of God and the Blessed Sacrament. Being part of the 
choir has allowed me to worship with people I perhaps 
would not have gotten to know otherwise.  
 
Leading discussions as both a member and 
coordinator of Genesis, the faith and science 
discussion group, has challenged me to grow 
intellectually and broaden the horizons of my studies 
beyond the narrow scope of my thesis. In all this, I 
have been amazed at the graces I have received on 
every occasion, even when it felt tedious or 
bothersome to commit to volunteering.  
 
If I look back at the last almost-five years I have been  

 
part of this community, among the most enriching 
experiences have been the ones where I was given an 
opportunity to serve.  
 
Volunteering has given me chances to solidify my time 
management skills, learn more about the gifts the Lord 
has given me, and grow in dedicating my works as 
prayer – all of which have had impacts outside of the 
Newman Centre. Scripture says on several occasions 
that the measure you give will be the measure you get; 
I can only say that in serving the Newman community, 
I have received far more than what little I have given. 
 
To teach is to learn, so the old adage goes, and I have 
always found that to be true. At Newman, I have 
also found that to serve is to receive, and to 
receive abundantly.  
 
 
 
 
Vanessa Chan is a doctoral candidate in the 
Department of Psychology at the University of 
Toronto. Her research interests are in auditory 
cognition, spanning her own 
personal interests in language 
and music.  
 
She is also interested in improving 
postsecondary education, and the 
role of education in the faith life. 

Volunteering at the New Newmanite Supper  
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STUDENT CAMPUS MINISTER TESTIMONIAL 

My experience as a Student Campus Minister (SCM) 
for the past two years can be summed up by Psalm 

133:1: “Behold how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity.” Before living at the 

Newman Centre, practicing and sharing my Catholic 
faith freely and openly felt like an uphill battle.  It was 
often a very isolating experience. I yearned to find a 
community that would walk with me and help me 
grow in virtue and my relationship with God. Just as I 
began to accept my lonely fate as a Christian, I 
received the privilege to be an SCM, where I had the 
opportunity to serve others, share my faith, and live in 
community. To this day, I am in awe of how God has 
shown his deep love and generosity towards me.  
  
By the grace of God, my time as an SCM allowed me 
to deepen in faith, hope, and charity. I learned that I 
could take my faith seriously without taking myself too 
seriously. Living at the Newman Centre meant that I 
could visit Jesus in the Tabernacle at any time. It also 
made it possible to receive him daily during Mass, 
despite my busy schedule as a graduate student. As a 
result, I became more convicted of the primacy and 
necessity that a life built on prayer and the Eucharist is 
vital to my relationship with Christ and my ability to 
share Him with others. Having a community to pray 
and worship God with made living out that conviction 
much easier. 
 

 As an SCM, I also learned how to love and how much 
I am loved. Whenever I felt discouraged or 
overwhelmed, there was always a fellow SCM, a priest, 
a staff member, or a member of the Newman 
community available to pray for me, offer me support, 
and encourage me to trust and fix my gaze on Jesus. 
Being surrounded by so many people on a daily basis 
meant that I had many opportunities to give the same 
support.  
 
Perhaps the most beautiful gifts that Newman has 
given me are the many virtuous and Christ-centred 
friendships that I have made, as well as the consistent 
reminder of the great intimacy and dignity that Jesus 
has called all to when he said “no longer do I call 
you servants…but I have called you friends”  
(John 15:15).  
 
Sarah Hanna completed the 
final year of her Masters in 
Teaching program at the 
University of Toronto.  
She was a Student Campus 
Minister at Newman Centre  
from 2017- 2019.  

Easter Vigil 2019 

PaintNite with the SCM team 
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REVIEW: CHARITY THAT HURTS 

 

“Awake, O sleeper, arise from the dead, and Christ 
will give you light” (Eph 5:14).   
 
The cry of the resurrection is to awake!  To rouse our 
drowsy-hearted selves to the glorious truth of who 
God is and who we are in Him.  Our Heavenly Father 
lovingly creates each of us entirely unique, 
unrepeatable, and imbued with incomparable dignity.  
This can be very easy to forget today, about ourselves 
or others.  We sometimes need to be woken up to the 
truth that we are all united in the Body of Christ and 
any attack or offense against the dignity of one 
member is felt by all.   
 
On March 28, the Newman Centre hosted a Poverty 
Cure Series lecture that opened my eyes and many 
others to the detrimental effects of foreign aid on the 
dignity of women and their unborn children in Africa.  
Obianuju Ekeocha, a pro-life advocate and 
accomplished scientist, spoke passionately on the 
flagrant yet ignored irreverence of life that is cloaked 
under such titles as “population control and 

reproductive health.”  These foreign-aid programs 
thrust western, contraceptive and abortive ideologies 
on nations whose culture in large upholds the dignity 
of marriage and the sacredness of human life from 
conception. 
 
As a Sister of Life, Obianuju’s lecture struck my heart 
very poignantly, because our mission is to protect and 
enhance the sacredness of human life, which is being 
so offended in Africa.  We accompany women who 
are pregnant to embracing their own life and their 
unborn child’s as a good gift, host retreats sharing the 
truth of God’s plan for life and love, and walk with 
those who are suffering the pain of abortion to receive 
the mercy and love of Christ.  Obianuju’s talk exposed 
the disturbing truth that grave offenses against the 
dignity of women and the unborn are being forced 
upon African peoples in the name of charity.   
 
All the while, those who are truly desiring to be 
generous with their monetary means, often have no 
idea their donations are being used in such a way. 
Referencing the extensive research in her book Target 
Africa and her new documentary Strings Attached, 
Obianuju shared how well-intentioned foreign aid is 
actually harming African nations.  The majority of aid 
has resulted in negative, unintended effects, such as 
impeding local job growth, attacking African cultural 
principles, and seriously undermining and blatantly 
offending African morals.   
 
Obianuju shared a 2014 survey on public perceptions 
taken by Pew Research that revealed the majority of 
people in most African nations have life-affirming 
morals and do not accept abortion or contraception.  
Despite this, she showed that over the course of the 
past two decades, a growing percentage of all aid sent 
to Africa has gone to support “population control and 
reproductive health.”  These programs push 
contraception and “safe” abortion on demand through 
billboards, television advertising campaigns, and by 
what Obianuju calls “food laced with ideology,” 
programs that link nutritional aid with “reproductive 
education” for adolescent African girls. 
 

……...Continued on page 7 

 

REVIEW ON  
OBIANUJU EKEOCHA’S  

POVERTYCURE LECTURE  
ON MARCH 28, 2019 

BY 
SR. CATHERINE JOY MARIE, SV 

Obianuju Ekeocha and Sr Catherine Joy 
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REVIEW: CHARITY THAT HURTS 

…...Continued from page 6 
 
 Today a startling three quarters of all aid goes to 
support such programs, far surpassing the amounts 
allotted for other needs such as education or water 
supply.  The dramatic increase does not apply, 
however, to other developing countries, for whom 
“population control and reproductive health” remains 
the lowest percentage of all aid received.  This 
appalling discrepancy is not only an offense against the 
women and children targeted by the programs in 
Africa, but also on the dignity of the entire African 
people.   
 
Obianuju’s words touch very close to home.  She 
shared that for the average Canadian, over the course 
of 30-35 years of work, approximately $10,000 of his 
or her tax dollars will go to support such programs.  In 
addition, when the United States stopped funding 
these programs in 2017, Prime Minister Trudeau 
responded by doubling the Canadian government’s 

funding, promising a total of $650 million over a 
period of three years.  Obianuju encouraged greater 
awareness and taking an active role in preventing our 
country’s taxes and donations from causing harm.   
 
Ultimately, Obianuju’s message reminds us to reflect 
on the great dignity of the human person – of each of 
our lives – and the ways we can forget this truth.  As 
we celebrate the new life won for us by Christ’s 
resurrection, may we receive our own lives as a gift 
and be renewed in the conviction of the sacredness of 
all human life. 
 
 
Sister Catherine Joy Marie is a Sister of Life serving 
in Toronto.  They are Catholic religious Sisters who 
witness to the sacredness of human life by serving 
women who are pregnant, accompanying those 
suffering after abortion, hosting retreats and sharing 
the Church’s teaching on human love and human life.  
Tel: (416) 463-2722, www.sistersoflife.org.  

 
 
 

 

We have FORMED! 
The Catholic Faith. On Demand. 

 
Thanks to an anonymous donor,  

Newman Centre now offers  
FREE access to thousands of movies, video  

programs, audios and ebooks. 
Share with everyone!  

 
Sign up here: 

https://newmantoronto.formed.org 

Guests, students, staff and supporters with Obianuju Ekeocha  
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FAITH AND REASON LECTURE SERIES 

God is the Bigger Elvis: Mother Dolores Hart’s Spiritual Journey  
from Hollywood Actress to Cloistered Nun  

 

 - Mother Dolores Hart, Order of  St. Benedict 

 

    Thursday, September 19, 2019 | 7 PM | Newman Centre 

What is Conscience?  
 

 - Fr. Paul Pearson, Dean, Saint Philip's Seminary     

          

        Thursday, October 10, 2019 | 7 PM | Newman Centre 

The Participation of  Women in the Catholic Church 
 
- Sr. Mary Christa Nutt, Religious Sisters of  Mercy   

 
 

     Thursday, November 14, 2019 | 7 PM | Newman Centre 

Angelic Doctor Lecture: Biomedicine and Beatitude  
 
- Fr. Nicanor Austriaco, OP, Province of  St. Joseph  
 

  Thursday, January 30, 2020 | 7 PM | Newman Centre 

The Newman Centre presents an outstanding line-up of speakers for our 2019-2020 Faith and Reason  
Lecture season. All our lectures are open to the public and free to attend. 

Before Church and State 
 

- Dr. Andrew Willard Jones, Director, St. Paul Centre, Franciscan  
  University of  Steubenville  

 

   Thursday, March 12, 2020 | 7 PM | Newman Centre 

 

WATCH PAST LECTURES AND TALKS 
ON NEWMAN’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

 

http://bit.ly/NewmanYouTube 
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RETREATS AT NEWMAN  

 

NEWMAN CENTRE HAS A NEW WEBSITE! 
 

We are delighted to announce the launch of our new website on the feast of St. Joseph.  
 

We hope you enjoy the quick and easy access to all that Newman Centre has to offer  
and we look forward to seeing you for the exciting line up of events in 2019/2020. 

www.newmantoronto.com 
 

Advent Retreat  

 

- Mother Olga of  the Sacred Heart, Founder of  the Daughters of  Mary of    
Nazareth 

 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 | 9 AM - 3 PM | Newman Centre 

Lenten Retreat 
 

- Fr. Timothy Gallagher, St. Ignatius Chair for Spiritual Formation at  
St. John Vianney Theological Seminary in Denver 

 

   Saturday, March 14, 2020 | 9 AM - 3 PM | Newman Centre 

The Newman Centre organizes spiritual retreats twice every academic year inviting inspirational speakers.  
Retreats are $30 per person. All are welcome.  

http://www.newmantoronto.com


 
WORLD YOUTH DAY 2019 
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Two Newmanites, Natalie Doummar and Freddy 
Moreno, participated in the 2019 World Youth 
Day held in Panama City. Read about their 
amazing experience with over half a million youth 
from around the globe.  
 
Natalie Doummar, Masters of Theological Studies at 
the University of St. Michael's College at the 
University of Toronto: 
 
The World Youth Day 2019 theme, “Here I am, the 
servant of the Lord. Let it be done to me according to Your 
Word” (Luke 1:38) as well as “Be not afraid” (Luke 1:30) 
were central to my World Youth Day experience. 
These Scripture verses invite me to a deeper listening 
to God’s call for me. Mary was so young yet she had 
total confidence in God’s Will for her life. I aspire to 
that childlike, perfect confidence, and am continually 
strengthened in knowing that there are at least 600,000 
other young people in the world in pursuit of this goal 
(those were the event numbers!). 
 
Getting to know other volunteers was particularly 
special. We slept in sleeping bags in the classrooms of 
a university. I loved having late-night chats with 
people who began as strangers and are now friends. I 
am sure there are many ways to meet people from 
around the world in one place, but World Youth Day 
is unique because the primary reason we gather is 
Jesus!! 
 
I will always remember the feeling of celebrating Mass 

with the volunteers each day at the university, and 
praying in the 24-hour Adoration chapel they set up in 
the building. I can’t forget being among the thousands 
of pilgrims at the outdoor overnight vigil, and the 
opening and closing Masses, listening to Pope Francis’ 
homilies, and assisting an Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion safely distribute the Eucharist. I 
thank God for this experience and hope many others 
can go in the future! 
 
Freddy Moreno: Hi everyone! My name is Freddy 
and I was blessed to be able to attend my 4th World 
Youth Day, and my 3rd as an international volunteer, 
in Panama City.  
 
Being an international volunteer definitely brings its 
challenges. For two weeks, we give up the comfort of 
our home, our food, our language, our lifestyle.  
We are called to leave everything behind and immerse 
ourselves in a culture that is completely foreign to us.  
But through these two weeks, God gave me the 
privilege to journey with some of the most amazing 
and faithful people I have ever met. A journey which 
has brought us together in service and sacrifice.  
 
The community that we built in these two short but 
amazing weeks, has shown me that although at times 
we may feel alone, there are youth out in the world 
who share the same joys and struggles of our faith. 
And although we are thousands of kilometers apart, 
we will always be united in prayer and in the memories 
that we created.  
 
Saying goodbye was the most difficult thing to do but 
I find comfort in knowing that God will bring us 
together again in Portugal. If you have ever had any 
hesitations about going to World Youth Day or have 
always wanted to go but haven’t been able to, I 
encourage you to take a leap and answer the call to 
serve! Hope to see you in Lisbon, Portugal in 2022! 
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 CATHOLIC APOLOGETICS SERIES 

  

When did you join the Newman Centre? 
December 2018 
 
What do you do at the Newman Centre?  
Responsible for Operations and Special Projects with 
the support of an amazing team. 
 
How does the Newman Centre inspire you?  
Business meets Faith and Faith meets Business, for 
God’s purpose. 
 
What is your favourite quote from the teaching of 
Cardinal Newman?  
“After the fever of life – after wearinesses, sicknesses, 
fightings and despondings, languor and fretfulness, 
struggling and failing, struggling and succeeding –  

after all the changes and chances of this troubled and 
unhealthy state, at length comes death – at length the 
white throne of God – at length the beatific vision.”  
- Cardinal Newman 
 
Words you live by:  "Wildflowers.....I envy them. 
They're brave, seeds cast by the wind to land where 
they may...they stand and 
hold against most hot, 
most cold. They persevere, 
roots shallow yet fierce 
and free....they epitomize 
to me, all that I sometimes 
yearn to be."   
- Julie Andrews 

Bi-Weekly   
7:00 - 9:00 pm   

September 2019 - March 2020 
https://nyamseries2019.eventbrite.ca 

Open to Everyone  
Donations Accepted 

 

WHO  

DO  

YOU  

SAY  

I AM? 
 
 

Classic  

Apologetics  

for a Modern 

World 

STAFF PROFILE 
 

AN INTERVIEW WITH JENNIFER COUTINHO, OPERATIONS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS MANAGER  
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A MISSIONARY FOR CHRIST 

In the upcoming school year, I will be working for 

Catholic Christian Outreach (CCO) as a campus 

missionary, serving students at Concordia University in 

Montreal! As I eagerly anticipate the next chapter of 

my life, I am filled with many fears and excitements 

for the future while reflecting upon my past and 

experiencing immense gratitude and joy for the many 

small steps that lead me to this point in my life.  

 

I recall my earliest memories of entering the Newman 

Centre more than five years ago. It was a result of 

longing for answers to life’s deepest and most 

profound questions. While I was taking courses in 

Philosophy & Christianity and Culture, there were 

plenty of opportunities to engage with various thinkers 

throughout history. However, I experienced a slight 

disconnect in my personal life. While I am able to 

understand the ideas and arguments from great 

intellectuals, I struggled to connect it to reasons why I 

should live a life of great conviction and faith. It was 

not until the third year of my undergrad that I was 

called by God to participate in a new program called 

CCO Connect.  

 

The task of CCO Connect is integrating the culture 

and values of CCO on university campuses that do not 

have full-time missionaries. This is primarily done 

through receiving support and training from an 

experienced CCO missionary and the integration of 

the Faith Studies on campus. During the two years of 

participating in this program, I was fortunate enough 

to journey with many students in a small group setting 

and experienced plenty of fruitful discussions on our 

diverse faith experiences. Through the countless 

conversations, I realized the importance of journeying 

with young adults in this pivotal moment of their life.  

I am often left speechless and honoured to witness 

ongoing conversions in students with their decision to 

put Christ as the center of their life! Even though 

there are plenty of ways to grow in faith, the strategies 

and methodology of CCO resonate with my 

understanding of how to journey with students and I 

am inspired by the deep desire  to embrace an identity  

to evangelize the whole world. 

 

While there are many challenges and obstacles in 

choosing to devote the next three years to a 

movement I have few experiences with, I experience 

peace knowing that I am exactly where God calls me 

to be. Some might argue that it would be more 

prudent to go into the workforce and avoid the 

discomfort of living totally on God’s providence 

through fully funding an annual salary. However, I am 

reminded of the fruits of giving everything I have to 

God. No holding back and giving an unconditional 

“yes”. While it might be tempting to give God 

parameters and a timeline of how I want to serve him, 

I simply recall the great role models and faith leaders 

whose “yes” made a path for me to encounter Him. 

And whenever I experience doubts and uncertainty I 

cling on to Matthew 6:33, “But strive first for the kingdom 

of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 

you as well.” If I seek God with all my heart and desire 

to be used as an instrument to bring souls closer to 

His Sacred Heart, then I am left with joyful 

anticipation as he continues to surprise and surpass all 

of my expectations.  

 

Andrew Brinas is graduating this year with a Bachelor 

of Education degree from Ontario Institute for Studies 

in Education (OISE) concurrently with a Bachelor of 

Arts from the University of St. Michael's College at the 

University of Toronto. 
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EXPERIENCING FREEDOM  

As a child, I thought the solution to my life and even 
the world’s problems seemed so simple. If you were a 
good person, then you would do good things. If you 
did all the right things, you would have the right 
outcome. And If you worked hard enough you could 
achieve anything.  
 
Life would turn out to prove me wrong. My simplistic 
view of the world time and time again was dismantled. I 
would face situations where my basic set of rules did 
not hold true. I learned that the best of intentions can 
still cause harm. Sometimes the “right” thing is not 
obvious. And my greatest disappointment came from 
realizing that working hard was a necessary but not 
sufficient determiner of success. I soon became 
acquainted with failure. Which was particularly difficult 
because my happiness was often dependent on getting 
what I wanted.  
 
Then I stumbled upon a series of workshops hosted by 
the Newman Centre studying Fr Jacques Philippe’s 
book, Interior Freedom, under the guidance of Fr. 
Peter. As the name suggestions, it examines what 
freedom truly means and how we achieve it in our 
spiritual lives. He describes removing disordered 
desires from one’s life so that you do not become 
overly attached to that which is not God.  
Fr Philippe reassures us that desires can be a good 
thing. We should want purposeful careers and 
meaningful relationships. He is certainly not advocating 
for mediocrity and giving up. We must try, fail and  
try again, towards that which we are called. He simply 
points out that our joy should come only from that 
which cannot be taken away.  
 
Through the course I started to realize that I was overly 
attached to my idea of what my future should look like, 
and it was painted with only my own wants and needs. 
There was no space for God to do His work.  My 
definition of freedom began to shift. Freedom for me 

had meant having things done the way I wanted them. 
Not considering the possibility that my life could be 
that much more valuable if it was offered up as an 
instrument for God’s work. True freedom was found  
in living my life how He wanted. I started to wonder 
what would happen if I gracefully and humbly bowed 
to His will.  
 
I had always known my life was a gift from God. Now 
I know it was not quite meant to be a gift to only me 
but to those around me. It can be an unnerving 
experience to dedicate one’s life to God’s will. As a 
flawed human being who desires control it is not an 
easy thing to do. Yet, I have always loved a challenge.   
 
I’m reminded of a Casting Crown song that perfectly 
sums it up: “So let go of your plan, be caught by My 
hand, I’ll show you what I can do, when I dream for 
you”. 
 
Maybe it really is—and always was—that simple.  
 
 
Natasha Fernandes considers 
herself to be a life-long learner. 
Her reading list right now is 
fairly length as she is always on 
the search for a unique 
perspective to old problems.  

 

 A Big Thank You to Leon’s Furniture for donating brand 
new sofas and chairs for our lounges at Newman Centre.   
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This year the Newman Catholic Students’ Club (NCSC) organized many faith-building events for the Newman 

community.  

NCSC was proud to welcome over 300 visitors to the St. Thomas Aquinas chapel during Nuit Benie, an event 

which takes place during Toronto’s Nuit Blanche. Visitors laid flowers in front of the Blessed Sacrament while 

experiencing the beauty of sacred music and all-night Adoration. Throughout the twelve hours, there was always  

a new visitor adoring the Lord. Praise God!  

Street Patrol is NCSC’s monthly initiative for students to reach out to those in need in the community. Together 

with the Multi-Faith Centre and Hillel, NCSC made over 750 sandwiches to hand out to those in need. It offered 

an opportunity for new members to be introduced to the Newman community in a meaningful way. Stay tuned 

for next year when NCSC hopes to bring Street Patrol back in the fall. 

NCSC’s biggest social of the year, Mass and Bass, took place in the Newman Centre following Mass celebrated  

by Father Turrone. It was a big hit with delicious dinner, trivia, and dancing the night away.  

NCSC would like to thank everyone for making this year a success and we look forward to serving the  

community next year!  

 
Matthew Tulio provided a year-end report as the 2018-19 President of the Newman Catholic Students’ Club  
and in the same year completed his undergraduate degree in Neuroscience and Environmental Biology. 

NEWMAN CATHOLIC STUDENTS’ CLUB 
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SPECIAL EVENTS AT NEWMAN 

Clockwise from top left:  
 

1) Sr. Stephen Patrick, OP speaking to guests following 
the Angelic Doctor lecture - The Beauty of God’s 
Creation through the Eyes of a Molecular Biologist;  
 

2) Dr. Holly Ordway speaking to attendees of the Faith 
and Reason Lecture - Not God’s Type: From 
Atheism to Catholicism;   
 

3) Lenten Retreat with Fr. Michael Knox (center);  
 
4) 2019 Graduate Mass and Banquet with Cardinal 

Collins at Newman Centre.  
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NEWMAN CENTRE 2018 YEAR-END FINANCIAL REPORT 

       

2018  
Actuals  

2018  
Budget  

Budget 
Variance   

2017  
Actuals 

 Income            

  Church Receipts (incl. Sunday Offertory) 142,664  130,400  12,264   125,108 

  Other Donations1 40,089  1,500  38,589   19,643 

  Rental and Interest Revenue2 159,608  137,675  21,933   138,783 

  Parish/Chaplaincy Programs Receipts 30,424  19,800  10,624   24,307 

  Sundry Income3 104,456  44,166  57,290   76,985 

  Newman Foundation Grant4 112,400  185,200  -72,800   213,700 

  Archdiocese Subsidy 281,672   276,000  5,672   276,000 

    Investment Redeemed5 60,000   0   60,000       

 Total Income   931,313  794,741  136,572   874,526 

               

 Expense            

  Salaries & Benefits 495,993  485,063  10,930   398,575 

  Office Services / Supplies 32,949  28,523  4,426   26,962 

  Church and House Expenses 206,082  167,827  -38,255   249,070 

  Parish/Chaplaincy Program Payments6 64,201  56,735  7,466   56,903 

  Sundry Payments7 153,110  53,693  99,417   75,280 

  Furnishings & Equipment 46,685  2,900  43,785   2,399 

 Total Expense  999,020  794,741  204,279   809,190 

Net Income    -67,707  0  -67,707   65,336 

Notes: 
1. Funds received from donors to the Centre 
2. Includes fees from events and rentals 
3. Includes unbudgeted flow-through  items, HST and insurance rebates 
4. Balance of 2018 grant was transferred in 2019. 
5. Includes flow-through for Church renovations, HVAC, and other repairs from building and maintenance fund 
6. Weekday chaplaincy programs and mission trip/retreats 
7. Includes flow-through items, HST, training and social events 
 

$8,801 raised in Special Collections (include ShareLife, Shepherd’s Trust, etc.) passed on to Archdiocese and not included  
in income and expenses above.  

Special Funds 

Chapel Building & Maintenance Fund   

Jan. 1, 2018 Balance 51,383 

Interest 926 

Church and other repairs (30,000) 

Dec. 31, 2018 Balance 22,309 

Newman Leadership Formation Bursary Fund   
Jan. 1, 2018 Balance 5,245 
        Newman Foundation Grant 22,995 

        Interest 4 

        Awarded to Students (28,184) 

Dec. 31, 2018 Balance 60 

The expenses associated with running the Newman Centre are significant and we work very hard to contain expenses and to generate 
revenue. While the Archdiocese has continued their support, your contributions are vital to our ongoing operations. The 
Sunday Offertory contributions are an important support to our church expenses, so please consider increasing your weekly offering, 
and consider using our pre-authorized giving methods. We really do depend upon and appreciate your support.   
 
I also encourage you to support Newman’s mission in a direct way by giving to our Campus Ministry Program and Bursary Fund 
through the Newman Foundation.  See how the Newman Foundation has been a vital help to the Centre in the past year on page 17.   
 
My thanks for the diligence and input of the Finance Council, consisting of: John Finley, Catherine Pawluch, Nick Pawliwec and Jessel 
Subero.  If you have any questions or comments please email them to Jennifer Coutinho at jennifer.coutinho@newmantoronto.com.
    

         - Fr. Peter Turrone 
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NEWMAN FOUNDATION OF TORONTO 

 

Message from the President  
and Executive Director 

 

 
Dear Friends of Newman, 
 
It is our pleasure to keep you updated about the 
Newman Foundation of Toronto’s fundraising efforts 
last year. The Foundation supports the work of the 
Newman Centre Catholic Mission which offers 
programs to help Catholic students grow in their 
understanding of their faith, draw back those 
Catholics who have left the Church, and reach out  
to those who do not yet know Jesus Christ both on 
campus and beyond. 
 
We need to raise funds to support all our vital 
programs. In 2018, we received 141 gifts, recruited 30 
new friends and parishioners, several anonymous 
donors “matched” donations for “Giving Tuesday” 
and many donors increased their giving for the 
Christmas appeal - some of them giving more  
than once.  
 
Donors supported us through major gifts, two mailing 
campaigns, Giving Tuesday, Leadership Formation 
Bursary and event sponsorships. 
 
Our total fundraising revenue for 2018 was $131,627, 
including a generous contribution of $14,000 from the 
St. John Fisher Fund.  In addition, we received 
permission to withdraw $32,000 from this fund so 
that we could meet our commitment to the Newman 
Campus Ministry.  We are happy to report that the 
Newman Foundation has contributed a grant of 
$194,495 to support Newman Campus Ministry 
Programs and to the Leadership Formation Bursary 
Fund.  
 
Now as we turn our focus to 2019, we calculate that 
the Newman Campus Ministry Programs require 
$239,000 to maintain its operations. The Foundation 
has been asked to raise $174,000 in support of this 
budget, and we firmly believe that we will succeed in 
our fundraising efforts with the continuing generous 

support from individuals and companies, like you, 
who believe in our mission.   
 
On behalf of the Newman Centre, we thank you for 
your kind donations.  It is because of supporters like 
you that we will continue to provide a vibrant 
Catholic environment to nurture our students’ faith.   
 
The 2018/2019 academic year included events and 
programs such as the Faith & Reason lecture series, 
PovertyCure in Action series, the Interior Freedom 
spiritual growth seminars, Mentorship events, the 
Pray & Play sessions, and many other daily activities.  
Apart from this, hundreds of hours have been spent 
counselling students and adults in spiritual direction.   
 
This fall, we will also launch a new series entitled 
“Who Do You Say I Am?” which will provide in 
depth theological reflections related to the Catholic 
faith for anyone interested in growing in their 
understanding of it.  In offering these opportunities, 
we seek to make today’s students tomorrow’s brave 
Disciples of Christ.   
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, thank you for 
sharing our mission of bringing Christ to the world! 
  
Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 
  
     James Milway         Fr. Peter Turrone 
     President   Executive Director  
  
 Newman Foundation of Toronto 

2018 Catholic Leadership Bursary Presentation 
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DONORS MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

 

Patron  
$100,000+ 

 

Frank and Helen Morneau 
St. John Fisher Fund 

 

Benefactor  
$10,000 + 

 

Anonymous (3)  
Lloyd and Marie Barbara  
Knights of Columbus -   

 - Council #1388  
Gordon and Patricia Gray 

 
Guardian 

 $1,000 to $4,999 
 

Anonymous (3)  
Aurelio Baglione 

Bryan  and Barbara Bottini Colangelo 

Patrick and Carissa Douglas 
Santina A. Fantetti 

Patrick Jordan 
Samantha Koon 

The Lamb Foundation 
Rosanna Lee 

Joan MacDonald 
James and Winifred Magee 

Rose Maggisano 
Matthew Marquardt 

Scott & Vickie McNally 
Fr. Frank Portelli 

Michael and Hilary Ryall 
Serra Foundation 

Tom Thomas 
Victoria Wronski 

 

Advocate  
$500 to $999 

 

Nicolae Gusan 
John Humphries 

The Jackman Foundation 

Frank & Yvonne Kennedy 
James and Sheila Milway 

Larry Murray 
Richard Narayansingh 

Albert and Irene Nizzero 
John & Mary Plunkett 

Edward & Stella Rzadki 
Bernard Smith 

TD Bank Employee Volunteer  

Program 

 

Supporter  

 Up to $499 

Anonymous (11)  
Franco & Olimpia Addante 
Josef and Annette Aigner 
Joseph and Lina Amaral 

Desiree Amshad 
Mario Biscardi 

Anahathan Canagasuriam 
Jack and Sue Chambers 

Peter S. Chan 
Anne Chang 

Mr. & Mrs. R.M. Chechlacz 
Charity Chen 

Joseph & Vivian Colussi 
Terry Dalla, C.S.J. 
Jamie Ann David 

Christophe and Isabelle de  
Carbonnieres 

Claudete A. De Noronha Motta 
Steve de Quintal 

Kamal and Erlinda Khan  
and Delima 

Robert & Veronica Fahy 
John Finley 

Anton Freundorfer 
Sarah Greene 
Marilyn Guest 
Leslie Gyulay 

Josef Hochleitner 
Elmar and Martha Kremer 

Janine Langan 

Diane Lauziere 
Stephanie Lee 

Dominick Lobo 
Stanley MacLellan 

Shaun and Antoinette Malone 
Edward McGourtt 
J. Patrick Mesina 

Marianne Moroney 
Family Potluck Group at Newman 

Serge Paquet 
Nick Pawliwec 

Robert and Rebecca Pontisso 
Larry Richard 

John & Ann Rooney 
Silvana Roselli 
Brian Sahely 

Linda Sarvghad-Razavi 
Jovanna Scorsone 
Lenore Sheppard 

Pauline Taylor 
Monica Tolosa 

Paul and Teresa Tomory 
Ronald Vichar 

Veronique Viellerobe 
Mary Wilson 
Matt Wong 

Kemlan Yawching 
 

Sponsor  
  

Heritage Restoration Inc.  
Morneau Shepell 

We would like to recognize the donors of the Newman Foundation of Toronto for their wonderful generosity.  
We are truly grateful for your support. We also wish to thank those donors who have chosen to remain anonymous. 

 

Put your faith into action and 
lead our youth to the Church.  

 
Contact:  

Samantha Koon,  
Development Officer   

Newman Foundation of Toronto   
samantha.koon@newmantoronto.com  
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NEWMAN EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

 

 
EVENT DATE 

Newman Catholic Students’ Club Welcome BBQ Monday, September 9 

New Newmanite Supper September 21 & 26, 5:00 pm 

Documentary Screening: God is the Bigger Elvis Wednesday, September 18, 7:00 pm 

Faith and Reason Lecture: Mother Dolores Hart’s Spiritual Journey 
from Hollywood Actress to Cloistered Nun  - Mother Dolores Hart 

Thursday, September 19, 7:00 pm 

Who Do You Say I Am? - Bi-Weekly Apologetics Series Begins Monday, September 30, 7:00 pm 

Faith and Reason Lecture: What is Conscience? 
  - Fr. Paul Pearson  

Thursday, October 10,  7:00 pm  

Cardinal Newman Canonization Mass with Cardinal Collins 
(Tentative) 

Sunday, October 20, 11:00 am 

Faith and Reason Lecture:  
The Participation of Women in the Catholic Church  

 - Sr Maria Christa Nutt 
Thursday, November 14,  7:00 pm  

Advent Dinner Thursday, December 5, 6:30 pm 

Advent Retreat with Mother Olga of the Sacred Heart Saturday, December 14, 9:00 am 

Angelic Doctor Lecture with Fr. Nicanor Austriaco, OP Thursday, January 30, 2020, 7:00 pm  

Faith and Reason Lecture: Before Church and State 
- Dr. Andrew Willard Jones 

Thursday, March 12, 2020, 7:00 pm  

Lenten Retreat with Fr. Timothy Gallagher Saturday, March 14, 2020, 9:00 am 

Tear off this quick reference guide to events at Newman and put it on your fridge.  
For more details, visit our website: www.newmantoronto.com or social media links. 

Mass Times:   
Monday - Friday 12:15 pm  

 Saturday 9:30 am (Rosary 9 am)  
Sunday Mass 11 am & 7 pm  

 

Mass on statutory holidays: 9:30 am  
 

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church Visiting Hours: 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm (Summer) 
House Hours: 9:00 am - 4:30 pm  (Summer) 

Confession: Confessions are heard before every Mass.  
You may also book an appointment with Fr. Peter:  

frpeterturrone@newmantoronto.com  
416-979-2468 ext. 223 

 

Newman Centre Catholic Mission 
(Charitable Registration Number: 10791 0259 RR0021) 

89 St. George Street, Toronto, ON M5S 2E8 | 416-979-2468  
 

Facebook.com/newmanchaplaincy  
Twitter @NewmanUofT | YouTube NewmanUofT  

Interested in receiving Newman Centre’s bi-weekly event updates? Email: maria.dasilva@newmantoronto.com 

NEWMAN CENTRE MASS TIMES AND VISITING HOURS 

 

http://www.newmantoronto.com
mailto:frpeterturrone@newmantoronto.com
http://www.facebook.com/newmanchaplaincy
https://twitter.com/newmanuoft
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQisotAMttEwJayisw2QcJA
mailto:maria.dasilva@newmantoronto.com


 

  

 
 

 

God is the Bigger Elvis:  
Mother Dolores Hart’s Spiritual Journey  

from Hollywood Actress to Cloistered Nun  
 
 

Mother Dolores Hart, O.S.B. 

 
 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 | 7:00 PM |Newman Centre 
 

 
 

Faith and Reason lecture 

Mother Dolores is the former Prioress of the Benedictine Abbey of Regina Laudis in Bethlehem, Connecticut. 

During her seven-year career in film and on Broadway she became known internationally, memorably starring 

in films with Elvis Presley. Her radical choice to enter a cloistered Abbey at the height of her career, at first 

shocked and then inspired those who admired her as an actress and public figure.  

Doors open at 6:30 pm, reception follows lecture.  
Questions: alexandra.whittle@newmantoronto.com  

Registration: https://motherdoloreshart.eventbrite.ca 

All are welcome.  

https://motherdoloreshart.eventbrite.ca

